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SETTLE FOR LESS? 

_____ . ,, . line of performance sailboards 

Most people know us as the world’s leading waterski " ls withi thei finest components available today... 

company - but did you know we are also the largest ^ re al1 interchangeable! 

manufacturer of sailboards in the United States? PARIS AND SERVICE BACKED BY 

How did we accomplish this? 4 reasons: better O'BRIEN AND COLEMAN, 
performance, better components, better value and You can count on O'BRIEN to be around for the Iona haul 
bettersavte fftfMMMAB 

OBRIEN 

The American Sailboard Company 

14615 NE 91 st St Redmond. WA 98052. Call 206-881 -5900 for your nearest O'BRIEN dealer 
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EDITORIAL 


The Big Risk 


W indsurfing is one of the saf¬ 
est, most enjoyable sports 
on the water, and most of 
us do it for the sheer 
pleasure it provides. Not 
only does windsurfing keep us happy, 
suntanned, and in shape, at times it can 
also be pretty good for our image. 

Anyone who owns a board need not 
be intimidated at cocktail parties. When 
others begin to boast of skiing the Alps, 
you can casually work the conversation 
around to windsurfing. 

Once your friends discover you are 
a windsurfer, a stream of questions will 
follow: “Is it hard?" “How expensive is 
it?" “Is it dangerous?" 

Ah, danger. Now it's your turn to 
lord it over all the sky divers, hang 
gliders, whitewater rafters, and moun¬ 
tain climbers in the room. These days, 
most of the general public have been 
exposed to numerous pictures and 
video clips of Robby Naish 30 feet in 
the air. Combine such images as are 
already lodged in your listeners’ heads 
with a few ad libbed embellishments of 
your own, and you can paint a picture 
of your last trip to the lake that turns it 
into a high-speed, ragged-edged 
experience, guaranteed to generate 
awe and admiration among your 
audience. 

Even though windsurfing is num¬ 
bered among the “glamour and risk” 
sports, those of us who sail know the 
truth: windsurfing is pretty safe, and 
compared to sports like snow skiing, 
there are very few injuries. 

Okay, so maybe you stepped on a 
sea urchin when you went to the Carib¬ 
bean last year, or perhaps you scraped 
your knee when you got catapulted last 
week. But those things aside, there are 
very few injuries among recreational 
sailors. 

Of course, the guys who attempt 
double loops at Hookipa or surf big 
waves right outside exposed coral reefs 
run a greater risk of injury. But for the 
vast majority of windsurfers-even those 
who sail in somewhat kinder wave 
conditions-such injuries are virtually 
unheard of. 

What, then, is the big risk in 
windsurfing? Unless we all work to keep 
the sport safe, the big risk may be a 
loss of some of the freedoms that 
brought us to windsurfing in the first 
place. 

Let’s use our imaginations for a 
minute and think of our favorite sailing 


spot. Chances are, it will be more 
crowded this season than it was last 
year. No doubt about it, a bunch of new 
people will be out on the water. 

And mixed in with the new guys will 
be the rest of the gang, back for 
another year, looking faster and sharper 
than ever with their new boards, new 
sails, and new skills. 

Since windsurfers are an easygoing 
bunch for the most part, sharing the 
space is usually not a problem... until 
the tragic afternoon when young Jimmy, 
who is one of the nicest kids in town, 
doesn't see the board floating down¬ 
wind of him and jibes the sharp nose of 
his new custom sinker right into Mr. 
Johnson, the town banker. 

No need to go into the gory details, 
but let’s just say things were messy, 
and they buried Mr. Johnson in the 
family plot. Of course, everyone at the 
lake is horrified by the accident, and 
young Jimmy may never get over it. 

Meanwhile, up at the county 
courthouse, another emotion begins to 
build; it's a groundswell known as 
public concern. This wave gains 
strength among the civic-minded, and 
builds as it rushes toward the lake. And 
then one sunny afternoon, Sheriff Floyd 
and his deputies drive down to the 
water to post signs saying, "Closed to 
Windsurfers." The town fathers have 
decided the sport is just too dangerous, 
and the only way to prevent another 
tragic accident is to keep the sailors off 
the water. 

It’s a sad ending for our little story, 
but it isn’t a fairy tale. As more and 
more sailors take to the water each 
year, the risk of serious collisions with 
injuries increases. And all it will take is a 
few such accidents for the government 
to get into the act and start regulating 
the sport. And then there will be 
licenses, permits, closed areas, and 
more regulations than two lawyers 
could memorize in a year. 

The freedom of the sport may be 
what keeps us coming back to it. To 
retain that freedom, we are all going to 
have to become increasingly safety 
conscious. 

Have fun, but keep your eyes open. 
We hope to see you on the water, but 
we sure don't want to run into you. 



Publisher/Editor in Chief 
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The Race Is On 


class... 


Well, we managed to stir up quite a 
bit of enthusiasm-some would say 
controversy-with our April editorial, 

" Racing: Should We Make A Produc¬ 
tion Of It?” As promised, we've taken 
note of all your comments, and will 
send them off to the USBA and PBA. 
Here are excerpts from a few of your 
letters: 

...I’m an Englishman who moved to the 
States four years ago. Sailing in the UK 
was strongly controlled by the UKBSA. 
Both Division I and II were extremely 
popular and still are. Because you had 
equal opportunity [in a race] you were 
freed the anguish of someone passing 
you downwind once you'd left him for 
dead upwind just because he had a 
bigger, better sail and a newer, lighter 
hull design... Today’s board market is 
great if you’re single, but there are 
plenty of sailors who are married, have 
kids, mortgages, and car payments and 
can’t keep up... 

Steve Blair 
Denver, CO 

...What racing for boardsailors needs is 
probably some kind of program that 
would give the recreational boardsailor/ 
occasional racer some way to measure 
his performance against a benchmark, 
taking into account his board and rig. 
Courses [similar to snow skiing 
courses] could be set up at popular 
windsurfing sites on weekends. 

Properly designed and properly 
supported, such programs would 
undoubtedly attract a greater number of 
boardsailors to racing. 

Bill Knapp 
Washington, D.C. 

...I believe that windsurfing eventually 
brings one to racing. If you get good 
you want to race...Many of us sail 
production hulls and still bring some 
$5,000 to $8,000 worth of equipment to 
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the beach. We wno warn yu 
will never be happy on last year s 
model...The solution is better control 
racing. No slalom racing irHessi than 
knots 9 Race only longboards wtien tn 
conditions are right, and contests 
should allow people to race only m o 


Rob-Roy Quinzani 
South Dartmouth, MA 

Keep those cards and letters coming 
in! 

Tom James On Robby’s Board 

I’ve received a lot of mail regarding 
my “Sailing the Pros’ Rigs" piece in the 
April issue to which I would like to 
respond. The bulk of this correspon¬ 
dence was not to thank me for such an 
inspirational work, but to badger me 
with the question: “Why didn't you sail 
Robby's equipment?" Well, it's a long 
story...but I've got some time. 

First off, in my defense, let me say 
that I had every intention of sailing the 
Man's stuff, but things just didn't work 
out. 

I met up with Robby in Maui last 
September, and approached him with 
the idea. “Well, Robby, I'm doing this 
article on sailing the pros' stuff, ” / 
mumbled down to my feet, which were 
digging a groove in the red dirt be¬ 
tween our rent-a-cars. “And I was just 
wondering if you would be willing to..." 

“Sure," he said without hesitation. 
“You probably won't like it. It's been 
broken in half and it weighs about a ton, 
but after I go out for a while you're more 
than welcome to sail it." 

I asked him if anyone else had ever 
done this, and after a brief pause he 
replied, “I don't think so." 

Panic rushed over me and I felt the 
way a mailman would walking up to a 
pit bull breeder's house. “Now I have to 
sail it," I thought. 

Horrific visions of getting worked 
over the shallow reef on the very wave 
board that I had seen in so many 
pictures, and shredding the ubiquitous 
pink and red US 1111 sail completely 
filled my mind. As Robby rigged up, I 
figured I had better do the same and go 
warm up on my gear. 

We both were out sailing at a little- 
known wave spot on Maui's North 
Shore; a small crowd gathered to watch 
the maestro at work. While Robby was 
out perfecting his starboard tack 
forward loops, I headed in to round up 
photographer Greg Huglin to document 
the occasion. Unfortunately, Robby 
doesn't come in to shore too often, and 
by the time he did, the wind had died 


so much that it was worthless for me to 
give it a try. Mark Angulo suggested 
that we go check out Waiehu, and with 
that, we de-rigged. However, I had to 
run to Sprecks first to see a friend, and I 
told Robby I would meet him there. 

On the drive west to Waiehu. I 
noticed Robby's car parked at Ralph 
Sifford's Second Wind shop. “Picking 
up some used gear?" I wondered as I 
pulled in behind him. As it turned out. 
there was no wind at Waiehu, and 
Robby just dropped by to say hello to 
Ralph. 

"Great," I thought, "the day I'm 
supposed to be the first guy out on 
Robby's gear, the wind stops on Maui." 
To make matters worse, he mentioned 
that he was off to Europe in a day or 
two, and this would be his last day of 
sailing in the islands for a while. It was 
nearly 3:30 p.m., and my chances of 
securing the kingpin for my article were 
slipping away with each passing 
moment. Finally, the breeze freshened, 
and we headed back to the beach. 
Huglin was still there, but he informed 
me that the lighting really wasn't too 
good anymore. 

“Look," I said, “I don't care if you 
have to strobe the whole damn beach, I 
want pictures of me on that board." 
Robby, who rigs as quickly as he sails, 
was already out sailing, but after a few 
minutes, he swung by the beach to tell 
me the next run was mine. Trying to 
remain calm, I put on my harness and 
started doing some stretches. Then, I 
turned around just in time to witness 
Robby in the midst of a wicked end- 
over forward loop. He nose-landed it, 
then jumped off his board. Past the surf 
line, I saw him checking out his gear, as 
if he had broken something; but to my 
relief, he then waterstarted and sailed 
back in. I approached him so that I 
could take over, but before I even got 
to touch his sacred boom, Robby said. 
“Sorry," as he turned the board over to 
reveal that it was broken in half once 
again. 

“Come to Oahu after I get back fron i 
Japan and I've got a lot of boards 
better than this one that you could sail ' 

“Thanks ," / said, knowing I had 
deadlines to meet and that Robby's 
board would never be part of the 
article. “How will I explain this? No one: 
will ever believe me, “ I told him in 
despair. 
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1-800-992-2177 n Illinois 1-800-892-0753). 
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To Air Is Human 

To sail Windsurfing Hawaii, divine. Beginner or pro, be your best 
with slalom, wave, and speed sails from Windsurfing Hawaii. 



Photo: Darryl Wong 


Kailua, Santa Barbara, Vancouver, Almelo, Osaka, Auckland 
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Board: Cobra Slalom 270 Photo: Darrell Jones 


Take Off and Fly! 

The secret isn't a secret anymore. Cobra is in great shape. New for 1988: the Cobra Slalom. Speed shapes from the drawing board of 
world renowned shaper Guy Lilljgren. 

Optimum volume distribution, five panel bottom technology and race proven rail profiles translate into the shapes you want to be riding 
now. deceptively quick, exceptionally smooth handling, incredible upwind ability. Perfect for slalom racing. 

Light and stiff. The Cobra trademark. 

The Cobra Slalom shapes are an extraordinary construction of composite materials brought into harmony through a painstaking, labor 
intensive manufacturing system. Cobra's unique production process combines the stiffness of an epoxy sandwich with the perfect detail 
found only in a custom board. 

The result: a strength to weight advantage you long for in a high performance board; a feeling of effortless speed and pin-point 
maneuverability. 

Cobra Slalom: unsurpassed windsurfing performance. 

Take Off and Fly. 

Slalom 270 - 8'10" high wind slalom racing and speed sailing. 

Slalom 280 - 9'4" light to medium wind slalom racing. 

At Fine Sailboard Shops Everywhere 



U.S. distribution exclusively by 

FREEDOM MAUI 
P.O. Box 1098 
Old Saybrook, CT 06475 
203-388-0322 
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Important Sailing Tip: For maximum speed, keep the nose of the 
board up and don’t eat big meals before sailing! Sailor Gary 
Gibson knows that; he’s just checking the water depth. 
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BOARDSAILING VIDEO • CARIBBEAN RACING • EYE CARE TIP 


Simmer Signs 
Waltze 

K laus Simmer an¬ 
nounced in March 
1988 that Mike 
Waltze now uses Simmer 
Style Sails exclusively, and 
that he'll be actively 
involved in the Research 
and Development program 
at Simmer Style. Waltze will 
also be competing at 
leading wave and surf 
slalom events around the 
world. According to Malte 
Simmer, "Bringing Mike, 


team further solidifies our 
exclusive R & D program.” 

Says Waltze, "From the 
early 70s on stock 
Windsurfers to pioneering 
the waves on Maui, Malte 
and Klaus were always right 
there. They were two of the 
first guys I ever sailed with, 
so I’m really stoked to be 
working together with them. 
It seems like the perfect 
match.” We'll be keeping 
an eye on the whole crew, 
and watching for those 
Simmer Sails at the finish 
line. 

Alie Takes the 
Gold at the 
Women’s Worlds 

C anada's Caroll-Ann 
Alie of Hull, Quebec, 
took the Gold medal 
in the Mistral sailboard 
class at the 1988 IYRU 


10 races to capture the 
overall title. This is the first 
time a Canadian woman 
has placed first in the 
boardsailing class in the 
history of the Champion¬ 
ship, but Alie is no stranger 
to competition. She won a 
Silver medal at the Pan- 
American Games in 1987 
and is a past world cham¬ 
pion in the Mistral and 
Windsurfer classes. 

American women made 
a good showing in the 
event as well. Wendy 
Thomson took fourth, Kathy 
Steele took seventh, and 
Jayne Fenner took 12th. It 
was a clean sweep for the 
USA in the 470 class, 
however, where women 
from the US took first, 
second, and third. It bodes 
well for the Americans, 
since women will race in the 
470 class in the upcoming 
Olympics. 


Here’s what last year’s racing in Aruba looked like. To get a slice of the action 
this year, start packing your bags and head for the Caribbean. 


World Women's Champion¬ 
ship held in Armacao De 
Buzios, Brazil. Over 60 
women from 22 countries 
competed in the Mistral, 
Laser, and 470 classes 
during the week-long event. 
In the sailboard class, 
28-year-old Alie completely 
dominated, winning eight of 


The Caribbean 
Circuit Heats Up 

B ig news for racers 
everywhere: World 
Boardsailing Asso¬ 
ciation (WBA) Chairman 
Nevin Sayre recently made 
an exciting announcement 


one of the first and still most 
radical wave sailors, on the 


Mike Waltze recently joined up with 
Simmer Style. 


It 
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Photo by Greg Huo'm 




Looks like Marie Angulo’s bean taking skateboard lessons. This classic “off-the-lip into an inverted 
handstand” is a move that ramp and pool skaters should recognize. 


competition, and great 
beach parties. What 
boardhead could ask for 
more? 

Come join the PBA on 
its first sanctioned tour of 
the Caribbean and meet the 
best windsurfing Pro Teams 
in the world as they 
compete for over $100,000 
in total prize money. It all 
kicks off May 31 and runs 
consecutively from island to 
island. 

For more information, 
contact the leading 
windsurfing tour operators 
or the Tourist Board for 
each island. 

The Maltese 
Sailboard 

I t was a windless 

Saturday afternoon. Me 
and the Doll were 
slouching around the office 
waiting for the phone to 
ring. Waiting for some 
action. I was depressed, 
so I went to the cabinet for 
a shot. A shot of the hard 
stuff, a no-frills rush. I 
flipped through my videos, 
grabbed Boardsailing Year 
Volume //and shoved it into 
the VCR. 

While Boardsailing Year 
may not be a lavish Ten 
Commandments kind of 
production, it does have 
plenty of hard-core sailing, 
filmed primarily at major pro 
competitions. The cameras 
get in close and stay there, 
providing the viewer with 
hot footage of the world’s 
best sailors doing their 
stuff. 

Producer/Director 
Robert Masters has put 
together Boardsailing Year 
as a chronology of sailing in 
1986, covering the annual 
high points of the sport. 

After a blistering opener, 
Masters takes us to the 
Bahamas Cable Beach 
regatta, the O'Neill Invita¬ 
tional at Hookipa, and to 
South Florida for a look at 
the Liberte’ de Timex 
tandem Atlantic crossing. 

Next stop: Speedsail 
ing. The place is Port St. 
Louis, France; the sailors 
include Fred Haywood, 
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to the sponsors of the Cura¬ 
cao Open, Aruba Hi Winds, 
and Cabarete Speed 
Slalom tournaments. The 
four-man Mistral Interna¬ 
tional team of Robby Naish 
(USA), Nevin Sayre (USA), 
Bruce Wylie (Australia), and 
Patrice Belbeoch (France) 
plans to participate in these 
three major Caribbean 
events. 

During the past few 
years, the Caribbean has 
emerged as one of the most 
popular windsurfing regions 
in the world, and the islands 
of Curacao, Aruba, and the 
Dominican Republic have 
taken the lead in develop¬ 
ing a Caribbean race 
circuit. 

This year the newly- 
formed Professional 
Boardsailing Association 
(PBA) has officially sanc¬ 
tioned each of these 
exciting events, making 
them a part of the PBA 
World Tour. Standings will 
count toward world rank¬ 
ings and add even more 
importance to each island s 

efforts. .... 

The Mistral team will be 
staying at the Holiday Inn in 


Aruba, the Princess Beach 
Hotel in Curacao, and the 
Punta Goleta Resort in the 
Dominican Republic. 

Mistral High Wind Centers 
are located at each of these 
hotels, and a complete line 
of high-performance rental 
equipment and sails are 
available to visiting sailors. 

Make plans now to join 
these and other famous 
racers in what promises to 
be one of the most exciting 
Pro-Am series ever sched¬ 


uled anywhere in the world. 
The wind is guaranteed to 
be ballistic (as always) and 
the parties sensational (as 
ever). 

The Caribbean takes 
much pride in its big-time 
party-ability, and each 
island is prepared to stake 
its reputation on offering 
windsurfers the best time 
they have ever had... with 
sunshine, high winds, 
sparkling clear waters, blue 
skies, white sand, fun 


Everyone knows Robby Naish when they see him. Lookfor Robby down in the 
carefree Carlbe this year as he follows the pro circuit. 













































1988: THE 

PERFECT 

BALANCE. 


highly loaded areas such as the leech, is a combination 
of Mylar and Dacron. 

Adex, the transparent window material, is highly 
resistant to stretch so windows can be large without dis¬ 
torting the shape or impairing the strength of the sails. 


Twin RAD: A New Design 

The Twin Rad panel layout designed by UP Sails 
offers the best combination of lightness, strength and 


AP 

ULTRA PROOE SAILS 


' foS/Cg Sport 


volume distribution of all the 1988 sails. The four 
different materials guarantee optimum sail 
control, together with the easy handling and 
simplicity of few battens. 

The combination of low weight and 
high strength of the 1988 UP Sails 
system is made possible by the use 
of carefully engineered sail cloths 
(Dacron, Monolite, Triply, and 
Adex); the combination of easy 
handling and speed embodied 
these sails is made possible 
through intelligent design 
and thorough testing. 


' 

The 1988 UP Sail line consists of 
Eskimo Wave, Twin Rad Racing, Twin 
Rad Slalom, and Speed Sails featuring 
radial, bi-radial, and vertical panel 
construction In sizes from 3.6 m 2 to 
8.0 m 2 . The new UP Sails have been 
designed for optimum efficiency in 
the most demanding conditions. They 
also satisfy two other crucial design 
objectives: 1) high strength, and 
2) low weight. 

Optimum performance requires the 
use of the UP alloy mast (7.4 Din) with 
all Twin Rad Racing, Twin Rad Slalom, 
and Speed sails. 


UP Sails is one of the few international sail lofts 
with a specially designed sail-making computer aided 
design and manufacture (CAD/CAM) system: the design 
terminals send panel cutting instructions directly to the 
Laser cloth cutters. This system, through design and 
cutting accuracy of 1/10 of a millimeter (1/254th of an 
inch), affords UP sail designers nearly perfect control 
of the volume and profile of their sails. 


Stephen van den Berg and the UP Sails designers 
have developed, with the aid of high technology and 
extensive testing; light, fast, and easy-handling sails 
for 1988. 


Low Weight Materials Are Selected 

To obtain low weight without sacrificing durability 
and performance, UP Sails uses these materials: 
Dacron™ in the luff panel provides the stretch 
and resilience necessary to facilitate proper mast 
sleeve rotation, and its durability guarantees long 
life, especially to those sails which can be used 
with either partial or full-length battens. 
Monolite, which makes up the 
body of the sail, offers low weight and 
high strength as a result of its superb 
mechanical properties. 

Triply, the material used to reinforce 

BIC Sport U.S.A. 

1020 Sherman Ave. 
Hamden, CT 06514, 
203-281-7877 
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BOARD BRIEFS 


Pascal Maka, and other 
top-line speedsters out to 
break Crossbow's world 
record. 

Port St. Louis is fast, but 
not fast enough. Coverage 
shifts to the later speed 
trials at Fuerte Ventura in 
the Canary Islands as 
Pascal Maka shatters the 
record with a blazing 38.86 
knots. 

After speedsailing, it's 
time to mellow out with the 
Curacao International 
Windsurf regatta and an 
excerpt from Nagma’s 
video, Impact Zone 
(reviewed in the April issue 



Action at the Columbia River Pro-Am. 


8 

i 

i 
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of WindRider). 

The last portion of the 
tape (including the most 
scathing action) covers the 
Columbia River Pro-Am at 
the Gorge. This is up close 
and personal action With 
cameras nearly on top of 
the inside mark, the sailors 
seem ready to chop-hop 
right off the screen 
Analyzing moves is easy 
with the close point of view 
You can check out exactly 
how Tom Leudeke reposi¬ 
tions his feet before he flips 
his sail on a jibe. A lot of 
solid slalom racing tech¬ 
nique can be picked up 




_ 



The pleasure of windsurfing-To be fun, fast, lively 
and competitive—To be easy, exciting and afford¬ 
able—To be innovative in design and construction - 
To listen to and learn from all the people involved, 
from beginner to world champion. This is TIGA. 




1ST OVERALL '87 WORLD CUP SLALOM/ANDERS BR1NGDAL 
1ST'87 PRODUCTION BOARD CHAMPIONSHIP/SLALOM 
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BOARD BRIEFS 


from tapes when the real 
thing is unavailable. 

I hit the rewind on the 
VCR. The Doll leaned over 
and whispered in my ear. 
Things were getting 
interesting. 

Just as I put my arm 
around her, the phone 
rang-it was Big Joe, down 
at the waterfront. Blowing 
25 knots, he said. I 
slammed down the phone 
and grabbed my harness 
and my trusty 45. I smiled. 
The Doll giggled. We hit 
the streets. 

Contributed by Jonathan 
Tuttle 


Eye Care for 
Boardsailors: 

Power to the Pupil 

s there such a thing as 
too much wind, sun, 
and water? Impossible, 
say most boardsailors. but 
sun overexposure can spell 
trouble for your eyes. 
Ultraviolet (UV) rays, those 
invisible light rays that 
cause sunburn, may play a 
role in causing cataracts, 
macular degeneration 
(changes of the retina that 
may impair vision), and 
even some eye and lid 


tumors. That bright sun 
reflecting off the sand and 
water can cause a painful 
burn of the cornea-just like 
the “snow blindness" that 
skiers often experience. 
Finally, too much sun and 
wind can cause a roughen¬ 
ing and thickening of the 
conjunctiva-the white part 
of the eye. If that thickened 
conjunctiva grows onto the 
cornea, it is called a 
pterygium. It can cause 
irritation and redness, and 
in extreme cases, it can 
even affect vision. 

How can you avoid sun- 
related eye damage? UV 


filter sunglasses can help. 
When you buy your 
glasses, ask whether they 
block UV light. Cheap 
sunglasses that don’t filter 
UV rays may be worse than 
wearing no glasses at 
all-your pupils may dilate 
behind the dark glasses 
and let in even more UV 
light. 

It’s not the tint of your 
glasses, but rather a 
special type of lens coating 
that provides protection 
against UV light. The tint of 
your glasses should just be 
a matter of personal choice. 
Some say that neutral gray 



NEW MICROLITE XS: 

•Tough seamless construction 
•2 year warranty 
• Internal carbon reinforcement 

NEWTIGA 
/ A SHAPES: 

/ \ • "Spoon-Effect" 

fil breaks free 


chop 

Tri-Concave 


6 New proven 
Hugues De 
Turckheim 


NEW TlGA 
WINDOW FIN 


NEW ALUMINUM 
FIN BOX 
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BOARD BRIEFS 



least distorts colors, and 
that a yellow tint helps in 
foggy conditions. 

How about contact 
lenses? If you were hoping 
to wear hard or gas 
permeable lenses out on 
your board, you may be out 
of luck. When you open 
your eyes in the water, your 
lenses can float away. So 
unless you're great at 
closing your eyes every 
time you wipe out, you 
should probably leave your 
lenses at home. Soft 
contact lenses tend to stay 
in better. Both hard and 
soft lens wearers should 
consider wearing swim 
goggles to keep contact 
lenses from floating away. 

If your eyes get red and 
irritated, be sure to get your 
contact lenses disinfected 
and checked out. 

Fortunately, severe eye 
injuries sustained while 
boardsailing are rare. An 
errant rope or flapping sail 
could scratch the cornea, 
but while a corneal abra¬ 
sion is very painful, it 


usually heals in 24 hours 
with no longlastmg prob¬ 
lems Being hit by the 
boom or mast or board may 
cause bleeding in the eye, 
called a hyphema, or may 
even break some of the 
bones surrounding the eye 
The best eye protection for 
any kind of sport are 
polycarbonate safety 
glasses If you wear 
glasses or contact lenses, 
you can have your prescrip¬ 
tion incorporated right into 
your safety glasses. The 
polycarbonate lenses filter 
UV light, too, so you can kill 
two birds with one stone. 
Safety glasses are available 
in many sports stores and 
in optical shops. 

And how do you keep 
these glasses on? I prefer 
sports straps, such as 
Croakies or Chums. Get 
straps that float, and you 
can hang onto your 
investment a little longer. 

Contributed by Lisa Chang, 
MD and Robert Markison, 
MD 
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Super Sailor, Inspired 


PROFILE 
• • • • • 

Instructor: Alan Cadiz 


by Tom Cat 

U nlike the rest of us who would 
like to take time off from our 
“career jobs” to become pro 
sailors, Alan Cadiz, who is 
sponsored by Neil Pryde, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, and Bolle’, is ex¬ 
panding the horizons of his career to 
include his business-H.S.T.: Hawaiian 
Sailboarding Techniques. He sees this 
as neither a sacrifice nor a hardship; 
rather, it is the logical extension of his 
experience and talent. 

Presently he is working hard to 
develop H.S.T. His business is as 
much involved with developing meth¬ 
ods for teaching high-performance 
sailboarding as it is with actually giving 
lessons. Cadiz feels that in windsurf¬ 
ing, unlike many other sports, such as 
skiing, there is a lack of recognized, 
definitive teaching methods. Further, 
present windsurfing instruction pro¬ 
grams, for the most part, don’t offer 
much beyond basic sailing instruction. 


Cadiz and H.S.T. are poised to change 
all of that. Cadiz plans to make H.S.T. 
the best windsurfing school in the 
world. Judging from his success as a 
competitor, where his goals were to 
become one of the best wave riders 
and slalom racers in the world, this is a 
goal he will soon achieve. 

Through his racing and wave riding 
accomplishments, he has become well 
acquainted with the finer points of all 
manner of transitions, tricks, racing 
tactics, and speed-inducing tech¬ 
niques, as anyone who has raced 
against him can attest. Adding to a 
lengthy list of accomplishments, Cadiz 
took first in slalom in the ’87 Aloha 
Classic, tying with Robby Naish and 
proving again that he is a gifted racer 
and capable of winning any contest. 
Cadiz feels that by continuing to com¬ 
pete, he will be able to further define 
the mechanics of existing maneuvers 
as well as learn new maneuvers and 


how to teach them. 

However, when it came time to 
prepare for this year's contests in 
Japan, Cadiz decided that the time was 
right to make a commitment to his 
business, even though he'd miss 
Japan. He committed himself to 
developing the staff and structure of 
H.S.T. so that the business could 
sustain itself, which would allow him to 
take the time in the future to pursue 
additional goals both in and outside 
racing. 

One of those goals is the possibility 
of pursuing the World Slalom title. 
Under the new P.B.A. structure, this 
would mean having to attend at least 
six or seven of the sanctioned slalom 
events. Cadiz is definitely qualified to 
pursue that goal because he has won 
all but one Hawaiian Surf Slalom event 
since 1985, Other racers attribute 
Cadiz’ success to his unparalleled 
jibing technique-he seems to make 


Carrera wearers y 





























corners at the same flat-out speed that 
he sustains on the rest of the course. 

While one would think that Cadiz 
relies on his fame in the sport to draw 
students to his lessons, he really 
focuses on the quality of his instruction 
when promoting his school. “For a 
while, there would be people coming to 
me for lessons who would watch me out 
of the corners of their eyes, or take 
pictures of me when I wasn’t expecting 
it. But now, more and more, I’m getting 
s people through recommendations, and 
2 those people usually aren’t so en- 
5 grossed with the sport that they 
f recognize me. It’s a great feeling to 
I know that people are coming to me 
because they have been told by their 
friends that I’m a good instructor. 

That’s exactly what I’ve worked hard to 
become." At H.S.T., Cadiz and his staff 
are always working hard to improve 
their instruction methods so that 
students can enjoy the time they spend 
on the water, wherever they usually sail. 

Cadiz also works to maintain consis¬ 
tency in his instruction methods, and it 
is his goal to assure that all his instruc¬ 
tors use the same H.S.T. method to 
teach all students. It’s important not 
only to develop effective teaching 
techniques, but to assure that those 
techniques remain consistent between 
staff members so that all students 
receive almost identical instruction. 

This is of fantastic benefit to any pupil. 



“All of the instructors will use my sailing 
and teaching techniques. That way, if I 
or any of the other instructors wish to 
add to the lesson in the middle of a 
session, the students will be able to 
understand without first having to figure 
out a different teaching technique." 
When students complete one of H.S.T.’s 
instruction programs, they all feel that 
they received the best instruction 
available, no matter which instructor led 
the course. 

Perhaps his most successful 
student, and the one he is proudest of, 
is his father, David Cadiz. The elder 
Cadiz recently won the Mokolea Rock 
Classic Slalom in Kailua, and is 


considered THE local to beat in Kailua. 

As soon as the day’s lessons are 
finished, Alan Cadiz can usually be 
found at sea windfishing. Alan uses a 
floaty 9’6" board that has a PVC rod 
holder that fits into a slot in the stern of 
the board. When hooking into the 
REALLY big ones. Cadiz advises the 
novice to use a knife or club to defend 
himself. So far he has pulled in 
barracuda, papio, and even a three- 
and-a-half-foot trumpet fish, but his 
main goal is to beat Tom Peach’s 
windfishing record of a 35-pounder; the 
thrill of the catch provides the most fun, 
not necessarily whether the fish itself 
makes for good dining. 

When asked about other future 
plans, Cadiz says he hopes to build a 
house on Maui and take winter vaca¬ 
tions to polish his snowboarding skills. 
These are practical aspirations for one 
with his talent, enthusiasm, and vision. 
No matter what he’s doing at the time, 
whether it's racing, windfishing, or 
providing the best instruction in the 
world, Cadiz is happy and confident 
with his life on Maui. After all, where 
else could you have a “career” like 
this? • 


Pro sailor Tom Cat is sponsored by 
Gaastra, Berky Composite Sailboards, 
Oakley, and Da Kine, and spends his time 
shredding and sniffing out stories as a news 
hound. No one knows where he sleeps. 



When you’re riding the rails, you’d 
better be wearing serious sportsglasses. 
Carrera Surf Gliders. 

Their polarized lenses protect your 
eyes from the glare of sunlight 
off the water. 

Their big shield shape 
lets you see clearly in all 
directions. Their snug fit and 
safety strap keep the water out. 
Carrera Surf Gliders are 
lightweight, durable. And, just in 
case, they even float. 

Try a pair. Because, if you go like 
the wind, you have to s,ee everything 
under the sun. 

GARRERA 

SPORTSGlASSEj 

Wkfl want t* sat It all. 






















INTERMEDIATE TIP 


Harnessing 
Your Energy 


by Lisa Neuburger 

I n the beginning, there was the 
standard chest harness. And it 
dominated windsurfing for many 
years, since it was the only type of 
harness available to boardsailors! 
Then someone figured out that if you 
lower the harness's center of effort, the 
sailor’s center of effort is also lowered. 
As a result, the sailor can more benefi¬ 
cially work with the forces of gravity, 
gaining better leverage on the rig for 
faster sailing. And thus was born the 
mighty waist harness. 

From the waist harness evolved a 
more comfortable harness that had an 
even lower center of effort: the revered 
seat harness. And from this new 
concept, numerous designs, styles, 
and fittings were created. While the 
latest styles and contraptions have not 
rendered the original chest harness 



Lisa is able to twist her body freely when 
using the chest harness to sail upwind . 


obsolete in the least, we now have 
harnesses that fit the specific needs of 
very different sailors. 

The Treasured Chest Harness 

This harness has survived since the 
mid-'70s, when it first relieved the sore 
hands and aching backs brought on by 
grueling Windsurfer sailing. The chest 
harness provides increased mobility 
and enhanced maneuverability, and 
thus it is widely used in wave sailing by 
sailors of all levels of experience. The 
most popular type of harness on the 
market, it's often used by beginning 
“trapeze artists" to learn the ins and 
outs of hooking in, sitting back, and 
holding on. 

Because the hook on a chest 
harness is positioned closer to boom 
level, it is quick and easy to hook into 
and/or release the harness from the 
line. Also, a chest harness can make 
learning waterstarts a bit easier 


because it features greater flotation 
than other harness types. However, 
most chest harnesses are not consid¬ 
ered PFDs. 

Need speed going upwind? The 
chest harness fits the bill because it 
allows you to twist your body freely 
when in those awkward and uncomfort¬ 
able upwind sailing positions. A few 
top sailors prefer a chest harness for all 
types of racing, including slalom. 
However, most racers feel a chest 
harness makes it hard to hold the rig 
upright, as the sailor has the tendency 
to pull the rig over and toward himself 
when hooked in. What is important is 
that the sailor is comfortable and can 
reach the highest speeds possible 
using his own, individual technique and 
that his particular harness type allows 
for this. 



Lisa feels comfortable in the waist harness 
because it gives her the twisting advantage 
of a chest harness and the lower back 
support of a seat harness. 

On the down side, the chest 
harness offers support only for the 
upper back, and this can cause 
discomfort in the lower back. It has 
also been known to cause sternum 
problems since it constantly squeezes 
the ribs. A spreader bar can help to 
alleviate this. 

Letting It Go to the Waist 

The waist harness seems to be the 
"happy medium" between the chest 
and seat harness and is the ideal 
transitional harness. While it brings the 
center of effort lower than chest level, it 
still allows the sailor relative freedom of 
movement. This is especially good 
when going to windward because it 
allows for a twisting motion, while the 
lower hook placement allows the sailor 
to hold the rig in a more vertical 
position. 

Back support in the waist harness is 
centralized, leaving the upper and 





lower back completely free. A waist 
harness that’s thicker and stlffer in 
design will provide better and more 
comfortable back support. 

The Best Seat in the Harness 

The seat harness is closest to the 
ideal reaching harness. It provides 
greater leverage while sailing, totally 
frees the upper body, and lowers the 
center of gravity-giving the sailor the 
ability to “sit down” against the rig 
rather than forcing him to lean out. With 
your feet in the board's footstraps and 
your seat harness hooked into the line 
from the boom, you are actually able to 
lift the board with your feet to keep it 
level while planing. You can also 
extend your legs more fully off the 
board to arc your body, and you can 
pull down on the rig while holding it 



The seat harness is most advantageous on a 
reach; note that Lisa is able to keep the mast 
in a more upright position. 


vertical at the same time. 

The seat harness, however, is not 
the ideal upwind harness as it allows for 
only minimal body twist. And at times 
the number of straps and buckles can 
cause discomfort or hinder your 
freedom of movement. On the plus 
side, though, the seat harness, while 
offering no upper back support, 
compensates by providing great lower 
back support. Ten years ago, who'd 
have thought that boardsailors would 
have the choice of becoming “sit-down” 
sailors! « 


Lisa Neuburger has been a professional 
sailor since 1985 and is a frequent contribu 
tor to WindRider. She placed first in the pro 
women's division in the '88 Suzuki Interna¬ 
tional Funboard Challenge in Barbardos ar. i 
second in the pro women's overall in the '68 
Bahamas International Windsurfing Regain: 
She is sponsored by Fanatic, ART, and Ja\ . 
Wraps. 
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The flight across the water 
with an A.R.T. wing has very little 
in common with conventional 
windsurfing. For years, everyone 
was speaking only of the sail. 
Today, the efficiency of the entire 
rig counts. 


A.R.T. RACE SLALOM WING 

Proven regatta rig for sailors 
looking for speed and power. 

• Slight Cut Away to optimize 
sail twist. 

• Convex load strip to hold 
the forward sail profile in it's 
ideal position to improve leeward 
airflow and soft batten rotation. 

• Camber inducer technology 
for clean leeward and windward 
air flow. 

• Enlarged foot panel for 
maximum gap closure. 



A.R.T. RAD WING 

High tech rig with a wide 
range of use. Test winner of the 
1987 season. 

• Cut Away to improve sail 
twist. Easiest handling, maxi¬ 
mum lift and wide range of use. 

• Convex load strip to lock in 
the forward sail profile, while 
improving leeward air flow and 
predictable batten rotation. 

• Maximum control due to low 
center of effort. 
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ALL YOU NEED 
IS SPEED 








It is no surprise to see how 
successful A.R.T. rigs have 
finished their first racing season. 
During the 1987 Funboard World 
Championships, they clearly 
dominated in all disciplines. 
Team rider David Perks, has won 
the World Championship title in 
1987 with A.R.T. 


For more information and a full 
color catalogue, see your A.R.T. 
dealer. 


FANATIC LTD. 

ROBIN HILL PARK, ROUTE 22 
PATTERSON, NY 12563 
TEL. 001-914-878-3303 
Reader Service 2 
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Re-Fin Madness 


by Tom James 


Cfi 


I lnnovations"-the word con¬ 
jures up images of something 
big... earth shattering... at the 
very least visible. Not so this 
month, but this little gadget 
could save sailors more time and trouble 
than devices hundreds of times bigger 
and more expensive. 

To prove my point, allow me to men¬ 
tion a sailing spot in Mexico that has great 
conditions but tends to be a little shallow. 
Nevertheless, we sail it, and on a good 
day there are probably 20 people out 
shredding the surf. What is unusual 
about this spot is that on a bad day, a day 
with absolutely no wind, no waves, and no 
hope, you can reap the richest harvest 
this place has to offer. Here’s how. 

Leave your rig on the roof and grab 
your snorkel, because after about 10 
minutes of surface diving, you can get 
yourself a complete quiver of perfectly 
good sailboard fins, minus the tabs of 
course. You see, when the waves suck 
up, any sailor worth his harness lines 
thinks about smacking the lip, rather than 
smacking the fin-on a rock. So, amidst 
the lobsters, kelp, and rocks lies probably 
the largest assortment of fins in the known 
world, and I have always taken full advan¬ 
tage of it. 

Unfortunately, this era is coming to an 
end because of a little device called the 
Re-Fin. made by Brian Hinde on Oahu. 
Obviously, Brian is one of those guys 
who's lost more fins than he's found, so in 
1986, he began developing a method to 
avoid fin breakage. Now out on the 
market, the Re-Fin is deceptively 
simple-the kind of thing that makes you 
exclaim: “Why didn't I think of that?” 

To use this thing, you simply work it 
into the finbox and screw one end into a 
fin tab. Your fin screws into the other end, 
and, simple as that, you're ready for the 
rockiest of launches. This way, if you hit 
a rock, the Re-Fin breaks rather than the 
fin itself. Furthermore, if you have a fin 
that already has a broken tab, you file a 
wedge into it, flip the Re-Fin around, and 
it holds the fin in place-good as new. It's 
supposedly made weak enough to break 
before your fin does, and strong enough 
to withstand all but the most wicked hits. 
“That sounds good enough for me," I 
thought, but I had to test it out anyway. 

I pulled an old pre-cutout era glass fin 
from my files, and put it into my most 
trashed board using Re-Fin's system one 
installation method (see diagram). Ex¬ 
cept o the Re-Fin, I was the lowest tech 


person on the beach when I pulled up to 
a notoriously rocky spot. On my first trip 
out, I headed slowly right for a spot where 
lurked, just under the surface, a rock so 
big and solid it could make Gibraltar 
jealous. At sub-planing speed I nudged 
into it, and sailed away with no damage to 
either the fin or the Re-Fin. 

Once out a bit, I spun around and 
headed back for the rock on the other 
tack, but this time with a little more speed, 
determined to get this over with. After all, 
it's not every day I sail out with the inten¬ 
tion of hitting a rock I know is out there. 
Once again, I hit the rock head on, but this 
time I came to a dead stop and was 
pitched upon the nose of my board. 
Slowly, I flipped my board over. Once 
again, unfortunately, "no damage.” 

By this time I was ready to put on a real 
fin and really start sailing. People were 
beginning to look at me funny, since I'd hit 
the same rock twice in a row, but a man’s 
got to do what a man’s got to do, I thought 
to myself, and in this case, it was to break 
the Re-Fin. So, I sailed away, jibed, then 


charged at the rock like a wild bull chas¬ 
ing Geraldo Rivera through the streets of 
Pamplona. As I headed straight for it for 
the third time, I heard someone on the 
beach ask, "When is he going to learn 
there's a rock over there?” 

It was now or never. Full speed, 
hooked in, back in the straps-l was fear¬ 
less, even with the knowledge that I was 
going to take the pitch of my life. As I 
neared the rock, someone yelled to me, 
"Look out for that-’’ Smack! It was such 
a hard, direct hit that a WW II submarine 
captain would have been proud. But 
much to my dismay, I sailed away from it. 
Happily, I turned my board over and saw 
just what I was looking for-the broken Re- 
Fin with an unbroken skeg still hanging in 
the box. 

Then it hit me: my fin diving days were 
over. Everyone with any sense would 
spend the seven bucks for this thing, and 
probably never lose another fin. To make 
matters worse, my prized Re-Fin was now 
broken, and the fin that I didn’t even care 
about was still intact. 
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INNOVATIONS 


Re-Fin Madness 


by Tom James 



I lnnovations"-the word con¬ 
jures up images of something 
big... earth shattering... at the 
very least visible. Not so this 
month, but this little gadget 
could save sailors more time and trouble 
than devices hundreds of times bigger 
and more expensive. 

To prove my point, allow me to men¬ 
tion a sailing spot in Mexico that has great 
conditions but tends to be a little shallow. 
Nevertheless, we sail it, and on a good 
day there are probably 20 people out 
shredding the surf. What is unusual 
about this spot is that on a bad day, a day 
with absolutely no wind, no waves, and no 
hope, you can reap the richest harvest 
this place has to offer. Here’s how. 

Leave your rig on the roof and grab 
your snorkel, because after about 10 
minutes of surface diving, you can get 
yourself a complete quiver of perfectly 
good sailboard fins, minus the tabs of 
course. You see, when the waves suck 
up, any sailor worth his harness lines 
thinks about smacking the lip, rather than 
smacking the fin-on a rock. So, amidst 
the lobsters, kelp, and rocks lies probably 
the largest assortment of fins in the known 
world, and I have always taken full advan¬ 
tage of it. 

Unfortunately, this era is coming to an 
end because of a little device called the 
Re-Fin, made by Brian Hinde on Oahu. 
Obviously, Brian is one of those guy? 
who's lost more fins than he's found, so L 
1986. he began developing a method* 
avoid fin breakage. Now out on tl 
market, the Re-Fin is deceptive 
simple-the kind of thing that makes \ ' 
exclaim: “Why didn’t I think of that?" 

To use this thing, you simply wc 
into the finbox and screw one end if 
fin tab. Your fin screws into the other 
and, simple as that, you're ready 
rockiest of launches. This way, if you hit 
a rock, the Re-Fin breaks rather than the 
fin itself. Furthermore, if you have a fin 
that already has a broken tab, you file a 
wedge into it, flip the Re-Fin around, and 
it holds the fin in place-good as new. It’s 
supposedly made weak enough to break 
before your fin does, and strong enough 
to withstand all but the most wicked hits. 
-That sounds good enough for me," I 
thought, but I had to test it out anyway. 

I pulled an old pre-cutout era glass fin 
from my files, and put it into my most 
trashed board using Re-Fin’s system one 
installation method (see diagram). Ex¬ 
cept for the Re-Fin, I was the lowest tech 


person on the beach when I pulled up to 
a notoriously rocky spot. On my first trip 
out, I headed slowly right for a spot where 
lurked, jusUinder the surface, a rock so 
big and Gibraltar 

jealous, 
into it, 
either 

headed 
tack, 

it’s 
tion 

time 


charged at the rock like a wild bull chas¬ 
ing Geraldo Rivera through the streets of 
Pamplona. As I headed straight for it for 
the third time, I heard someone on the 
beach ask, “When is he going to learn 
there’s a rock over there?” 

now or never. Full speed, 
was fear- 


would 
and 
Dmake 
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Pirouette Sail 360 


By Ian Boyd 



board, ideally a floater wave or slalom 
board in the 8'6" to 9'6" range, and a 
soft rotating battened sail, similar to the 
wave sail pictured 

To initiate the pirouette sail 360, get 
the board on a plane and sail on a 
broad reach. Remove your feet from 
the straps and place your front foot just 
behind the mast track. Place your back 
foot in front of the back strap. This 
helps you maintain balance as your 
speed decreases. 

Slide your clew hand (back hand) 
back 12 to 15 inches in preparation for 
the sail spin. Release your front hand 
while allowing the mast to fall to 
leeward and toward the water. Cross 
your hands in order to work your grip to 


M any boardsailors are 

striving for peak perform¬ 
ance by constantly attempt¬ 
ing new maneuvers and 
transitions. The pirouette 
sail 360 is becoming a popular skill 
among countless competitors, as it 
adds extra points in wavesailing events 
and provides the fast footwork needed 
on the race course. I've found that by 
constantly attempting new maneuvers, 
such as the pirouette sail 360,1 keep 
my reflexes sharp and improve my 
overall performance. 

Several of today’s new maneuvers 
and transitions will soon become 
commonplace and required skills for 
many professionals. When competing 


in wavesailing events, a sailor must be 
able to flash a high card from his deck 
to dazzle the judges during close 
competition. Therefore, the proper 
execution of these maneuvers can 
make the difference between advance¬ 
ment and elimination! 

The pirouette sail 360 is basically 
the combination of a standard pirouette 
and sail 360. If you can perform a duck 
jibe, a sail 360, or a pirouette jibe 
(which appeared in the March issue), 
you should be able to learn this move 
quite easily. 

When mastered, the pirouette sail 
360 can be completed in any wind 
conditions; however, 12 to 18 knots is 
best for learning. Choose a stable 
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the back of the booms. Drop the sail 
just enough to pass it over your head 
while reaching on the new side close to 
the front end piece As the sail fills with 
wind in the clew-first position, release 
your other hand and sheet in on the 
new side. The action I've just de¬ 
scribed is exactly the same as the first 
step of a carving duck jibe. 

Once you are sailing on a broad 
reach in the clew-first position, with your 
front hand up against the front end 
piece, you are set up for your pirouette. 

Simultaneously release your clew 
hand and begin to dance your feet 
around. On this particular type of 
pirouette, you turn to the outside, away 
from your rig. As the clew swings 
around the nose of the board, you 
should be reaching out and you should 
begin clocking your back hand around 
your body to set up for the boom-to- 
boom connection. 

As the rig begins to redirect on the 
original tack, again place your feet 
forward to keep the board evenly 
balanced, which prevents stall-outs as 
your speed decreases. Leaning 
forward with your legs bent, continue to 
reach for the boom with your back hand 
open and your palm down. If you reach 
too high behind your back, you’ll throw 
yourself off balance and you could end 
up in the water. To avoid this, simply let 
the rig fall closer to the water, toward 
the tail of the board. 

Make the connection with your hand 
close to the front end piece. Simultane¬ 
ously, release your old front hand 
(which is now your back hand) and 
dance your feet around to the standard 
sailing position. To prevent the rig from 
falling into the water, keep it close to 
your body as you spin. Once you have 
returned to the standard sailing 
position, stand the rig upright and sheet 
in. 

When you’ve got the right conditions 
and equipment, arm yourself with the 
info in this article and try a beach 
simulation at your local sailing spot. 

I’ve found that self-visualization plays 
an important role in the execution of 
any maneuver. Visualizing yourself 
performing the pirouette sail 360 is far 
more important than the actual "how to" 
of this maneuver. With the fundamen¬ 
tals firmly in mind (i.e., foot and hand 
placement, sail and board positioning, 
and a few simulations on the beach), 
it’s time to hit the water! Have fun and 
I’ll see you next issue for more ad¬ 
vanced techniques. This is Ian Boyd 
reporting from Maui. Aloha. 


Ian Boyd is a 17-year-old professional sailor 
currently living in Paia, Maui. Ian finished 
first at the 'Q7 Junior Wave/Slalom World 
Championships and the '87 O'Neill 
Invitational. He is sponsored by North Sails 
Windsurfing, ONeill Sportswear, and O'Neill 
Wetsuits. 
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Get In Shane 


By Julie Renfro-Drysdale 

W hen you go out for a casual 
sail or to that all-important 
regatta, do you know 
whether to use a flat or full 
sail? Well, a lot of sailors 
don’t, despite the fact that using the 
proper shaped sail is a very important 
part of the rigging process. 

Experience is certainly the best 
teacher when it comes to figuring out 
whether to use a sail that’s flat, full, or in 
between, but you can get a head start 
by considering three major influences 
on sail shape: (1) the wind, (2) your 
weight, and (3) the water. 

The wind, of course, will play a 
major role in determining sail shape. 
Some say a flat sail should be used in 
light air because it lowers the friction 
against what little wind you have, while 
a full sail increases wind resistance, 
which will slow the board down. 

Personally, I prefer a full sail in light 
air. I base my decision on the theory 
behind a sailboard's forward move¬ 
ment. Think back to your first sailing 
lesson. Most likely, you were told that 
the wind has a longer distance to travel 
around the back side of the sail (the 
leeward side), than the front (the 
windward side). This effect causes a 
low pressure system on the leeward 
side of the sail, which is the vacuum or 
lift that pulls your board forward. So the 
deeper the camber in the sail, the more 
lift it creates, and the more power it 
induces. Be careful not to rig your sail 
so that it’s too full, or it will become 
inefficient. 

In heavy air, it is important to 
depower your sail, and this can be 
accomplished by flattening it. Just as a 


sail that’s too full can be inefficient, a 
sail that’s too flat won't give you enough 
power, and you’ll spend most of your 
sailing time in the drink. 

There are obviously many different 
wind strengths between light and 
heavy, and in medium winds your sail 
should be set somewhere between full 
and flat. The chart below should help 
you decide, but don’t rely only on 
theory. Do some testing yourself, and 
you'll undoubtedly come up with a few 
philosophies of your own. 

Naturally, the wind strength is not 
the only factor to be considered when 
choosing your sail shape. Remember, 
your weight is very important, too. 

In one-design racing, where all the 
competitors are on the same type of 
board with identical rigs, or when you 
have a small selection of sails to 
choose from (like one), your sail can be 
shaped to take advantage of your 
weight. 

A heavy sailor will be depressing 
the board more deeply in the water, 
creating more wetted surface area, 
and, therefore, more friction and drag. 
To give the heavier sailor additional 
power and speed to compensate for 
the drag, a fuller sail should be used. 
This can be accomplished by loosening 
the outhaul and stuffing the battens a 
little tighter. 

Since lighter sailors don’t need as 
much power, they can use flatter sails. 
This will make the sail easier to manage 
and more efficient for the smaller sailor. 
A flat sail will help the sailor stay in 
control in puffs and help him perform 
tacks and jibes more quickly and easily, 
too. As you have probably discovered, 


it’s hard to manage a full sail when it's 
gusty, because the sail backwinds and 
slams you right in the water. 

The third and final factor figuring 
into our sail shape formula is water. 
You’ll have to use a lot of guesswork, 
since it is often difficult to determine in 
advance what the water conditions are. 

It’s pretty easy to figure out when 
the water is flat, and in such a case, 
you want a flat sail. The water is offering 
less resistance to the forward motion of 
your hull, so you need less power to 
plow through it. Take advantage of this 
lower resistance to go for speed with a 
flat sail rather than power with a full sail. 

It can be hard to judge water 
conditions from the shore. Although the 
waves seem huge, particularly when 
they are crashing on the shoreline, the 
surface of the water might be smooth. 
On the other hand, the water could be 
extremely choppy, and you'll need a full 
sail to drive through it. And since wave 
action constantly works to slow you 
down, you’ll need more power to fight 
through waves as well. 

Again, between these two extremes 
are many conditions that force you to 
make a judgment call. 

How flat is flat and how full is full? 
This is a decision you must make for 
yourself. But if you're aware of all the 
variations in wind and water conditions, 
and if you factor in your weight, you 
should be able to rig the right shape 
every time. • 

Julie Renfro-Drysdale is a USYRU sailboard 
instructor She is also one of the top 
amateur women boardsailors in Florida and 
is currently the Women's Hobie 16 National 
Champion . 






LIGHT=1 point 

M0DERATE=2 points 
HEAVY=3 points 

TURBULENT=1 point 

MODERATE CH0P=2pts. 

FLAT=3 points 

HEAVY=1 point 

MEDIUM=2 points 
LIGHT=3 points 

FULL=1 point 
M0DERATE=2 points 
FLAT=3 points 


Example: In light winds and flat water, a lightweight sailor should choose a moderately flat sai« 


Since 2 3 ties between 2 (moderate) and 3 (Hat) under Sail." you should use a moderately flat sail. 




































OLIVIER AUGE SAILED 37.74 KN 
NEW SERFIAC TWO IN ONE. 




SERFIAC PATENT 

THE STAGED HEAT 
TREATMENTS OF THE 
"VILIUM" ASSOCIATED WITH 
SPECIFIC MECANICAl 
TREATMENTS AT THE SLEEVE 
LEVEL GIVE IT A FLEX 
PATTERN IDENTICAL TO THAT 
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ONE-PIECE MASTS. 
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Beyond Jibing: Building 


LEARNING THE ROPES 

Speed And Sheeting In 


by Rhonda Smith-Sanchez 


I 



Q l seem to maintain good board 
speed while jibing, only to find 
myself hung up on holding onto 
the rig at the end of the turn. When is 
the appropriate time to release the sail 
during a high-wind carving jibe? 

A There are four parts to a jibe: the 
reach, the entry, the turn, and the 
exit. Your problem lies only in the 
exit phase, a phase that can change a 
perfectly initiated jibe into a catastrophe! 
Concentrate only on the exit portion of 
the jibe now. 

There are two ways to exit a jibe; the 
first is to release the back hand while 
simultaneously taking a step fonward on 
the board (the step jibe). The second 
way is to release the back hand without 
taking a step forward, and to change 
your foot position later (the carve jibe). 

When doing the step jibe, release the 
sail after the bow of the board has 
passed the downwind position, stepping 
forward at the same time. When doing a 
canring jibe, release the sail before the 
board reaches the downwind position. 
Deciding to perform one or the other is 
a matter of personal preference. Robby 
Naish and Peter Cabrinha, for example, 
perform the step jibe, while Nevin Sayre 
and Anders Bringdal perform the carve 
jibe. Most sailors nowadays choose the 
carving jibe. 

It's important to keep other factors 
that affect the release of the sail during 
the jibe in mind. If your board loses 
power throughout the jibe, it may be 
necessary to hold onto the sail in a clew- 
first position for just a few seconds to 
regain speed on the other tack. Main¬ 
taining board speed is of the utmost 
importance when jibing; releasing the 
sail too late will more than likely stall the 
board and throw you off balance, 
ultimately causing you to fall. 

Q What is keeping me from going 
faster than everybody else? After I 
waterstart, my board heads 
upwind before I even get into the 
footstraps! Is it me or the equipment? 

A As much as we hate to admit it, 
our problems are rarely caused by 
our equipment! From a waterstart 
position, your foot placement is the 
primary key to building speed As you 
lift up onto your board, your front foot 
should be placed forward of the front 
straps in the middle of your board. 


Rhonda waits until the bow of the board 
passes the downwind position before 
releasing the sail and stepping forward to 
complete the jibe. 

When placing your back foot on the 
board, be sure to place it in the middle 
where the arch of your foot can feel 
the front portion of the back strap. 

Keeping your feet in the center of 
the board after a waterstart will ensure 
that you build up speed. Be fore¬ 
warned, however, that placing your 
feet too close to the windward rail will 
slow you down. With the windward rail 
in the water, the board will turn 
upwind, causing “windwardhelm." 

This is a common mistake. 

Q After the waterstart, when and 
how do I get into the straps? 


It's best to get into the footstraps 
right after you waterstart, one foot 
at a time. Try the front foot first. 
Keep the back foot centered on the 
board and near the back front strap. 
Hook into your harness. Slowly pull the 
front foot back and insert it into the 
most forward strap. When-andonly 
when-you're comfortable, insert the 
back foot into the most forward back 
strap. You should now be in the straps 
and planing. 

Having problems getting into the 
front straps? It could be that you're 
sailing with your harness lines set too 
far forward. This prevents you from 
getting back on the board where the 
straps are. Adjust the lines back at 
least 10 to 12 inches from the front part 
of the boom. 
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Q Okay. I get into the footstraps, I 
hook in, and I still can’t go as fast 
as all the others! Got any speed 
inducing tips? 


A Are you sailing sheeted in? After 
spending the winter down in Baja 
at the Baja High Wind Center, I 
met a lot of people who could sail 
hooked-in and in the straps, but they 
still couldn't go very fast! After video¬ 
taping the sailors, I noticed a common 
problem: they weren't sheeting in the 
sail. As a result, these sailors couldn't 
make their sails perform up to their 
potential. 

This problem cropped up most 
often when the sailors had their harness 
lines positioned too far forward. Also, 
their stance was too far forward and 
very upright, which is ideal for light-air 
longboard sailing but not conducive to 
shortboarding. After lengthening the 
harness lines so that the sailors could 
sail with their arms extended, lowering 



The sailor shown here has set her harness 
lines back and has positioned her body 
back over the water; as a result, she can 
sheet in and sail faster. 


the booms to chest level, moving the 
lines back 10 to 12 inches from the 
front boom end, and encouraging them 
to pull in the sail, the sailors were 
sheeting in more and moving faster. 

Try it! 

To increase your board speed even 
more, take note of your rig position. 
Ideally, you want your rig to be as 
upright as possible. To make sure it is, 
lengthen the harness lines so your arms 
can extend the rig out as far as 
possible. Gripping the booms farther 
and farther back will also allow you to 
hold the rig even more upright. • 


Rhonda Smith-Sanchez is sponsored by 
Mistral, Gaastra, O'Neill Wetsuits, Bolle, and 
Gorge Technology. Five-time Windsurfer 
world champion, Rhonda is currently one of 
the top US professional sailors and instruc¬ 
tors. 

Send questions to Learning the Ropes, 
PO Box 2456, Winter Park, FL 32790, 



Reader Service 19 



THE FASTEST 

World Speed Record I lolder 
from 1983 to 1988. 

Fred 11 ay wood • Pascal Maka 

Now Available Factory Direct 
Round Pin • Slalom • Speed 

Call or write: 

Hawaiian Island Windsurfing 
460 Dairy Rd. 

Kahului, Maui, III 96732 
Toll Free: 1-800-231-695S 
or 808-871-4981 
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Up, Up, and Away: 
Uphauling a Shortboard 


by Tom James 


U phauls are now cool. About 
eight years ago, when every¬ 
one was first learning how to 
waterstart, they were not cool. 

It was felt that once you got 
your waterstarts wired, you could effec¬ 
tively throw away your uphaul. How¬ 
ever, the prudent observer may have 
noticed that the real leaders in the 
sport, like Mike Waltze, Matt 
Schweitzer, and Robby Naish, have 
almost always kept an uphaul on their 
rigs. It’s not that these guys never 
really mastered the waterstart. or that 
they aren’t cool; it’s just that they realize 
that, regardless of the wind conditions, 
an uphaul is always useful. You can 
often save yourself from a fall by 
grasping the uphaul in desperation, 
and sometimes the rig is such that 
uphauling is the easiest way to get 
going. 

Imagine sailing on a cold, windy 
day in your drysuit. Coming out of a 
jibe, you miss your grab and the rig falls 
flat onto the water while you’re still 



standing on the board. Do you want to 
jump in the icy water, swim the rig all 
the way around, flip it, and then 
waterstart? I know that I wouldn’t, and 
since I've always taken the path of least 
resistance throughout life, my philoso¬ 
phy would dictate simply grabbing the 
uphaul, pulling the rig up, and sailing 
away. 

So what if you haven’t uphauled 
since your first lesson; uphauling a 
shortboard is just about as easy as 
uphauling a longboard. The first thing 
to do is to squat down and grab your 
cool uphaul. As you begin to stand up, 
make sure that you maintain a wide 
stance-very wide if you are on a sinker. 
To do this, make sure that your front 
foot is anywhere from just in front of the 
uni to halfway between the track and 
the board. Your back foot should be 
positioned so that the board sinks on a 
level plane. Once you have found the 
“balance point" of the board, make sure 
your feet are in the center of the width, 
and begin to uphaul the sail. 



Keeping steady pressure on the 
sail, pull the rig up slowly, and keep the 
board level. Chances are that as the 
wind starts to swing you around, you 
will have to shift your weight accord¬ 
ingly. Keep pulling the sail out until the 
boom end is just about to leave the 
water. 

At this point, make sure the board is 
perpendicular to the wind, so that when 
the boom leaves the water, you don't 
head up immediately. Although the 
weight on the board will probably be 
shifting from nose to tail as you uphaul, 
make sure you keep the board level 
once you get the sail out of the water 
(see photo six). Then quickly transfer 
your front hand to the mast and tilt the 
mast toward the nose of the board. 

This ensures you'll head off instead of 
up. 

Once you send the rig forward, 
transfer your weight to your back foot. 
Then simply sheet in and hop back as 
you begin sailing away-still dry, still 
cool. 
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PERFORMANCE TIP 


Up, Up, and Away: 
Uphauling a Shortboard 



by Tom James 
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standing on the board. Do you want to 
jump in the icy water, swim the rig all 
the way around, flip it, and then 
waterstart? I know that I wouldn’t, and 


Keeping steady pressure on the 
sail, pull the rig up slowly, and keep the 
board level. Chances are that as the 
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drag racing at your local sailing spot with 
your buddy, which is something we all 
enjoy You think you are really cooking 
along on a reach, until your friend burns 
by you. But then he pulls a total cowboy 
jibe, turning wide and bouncing out of 
control. You proceed to pull off a clean 
carving jibe, you sheet in, and you pull 
away from your friend. You look back and 
he is well down wind and behind you 
Most people can go fast if they've got the 
right equipment and put in enough time 
on the water, but jibing tends to be a dif¬ 
ferent story Jibing can make the differ¬ 
ence between being just a fast sailor or 
one who is fast on all points of sail. 

THE BASICS 

Maintaining your speed through any 
of these jibes is the most important part of 
the maneuver. Your foot position is im¬ 
portant, as your feet will help you control 
the board. Your front foot controls the 
front of your board and your back foot 
controls the back half. 

It sounds simple, but most people 
tend to sail with their feet too close to¬ 
gether and too close to the center of their 
board. The way I demonstrate the impor¬ 
tance of foot positioning in maintaining 
balance is by having someone stand with 
his feet close together. With just a gentle 
push, nudge, or bump, a person standing 
with his feet close together can be thrown 
off balance. Now, if the same person 
spreads his feet apart and bends his 
knees slightly, it takes a much harder 
shove to throw him off balance. 

In much the same manner, your best 
stance when jibing should be with your 
feet slightly spread and your knees bent. 
This allows you to correct for slight 
changes in board direction without fall¬ 
ing. It also prevents those sudden 
changes in movement that can kill your 
board speed. Now that we have talked 
about the basics, let’s go through the 
most common jibe, the Carving Jibe. 

THE CARVING JIBE 

As you are sailing on a reach, the first 
thing you do is sheet out. As you sheet 
out, take your back foot out of the strap 
and place it in front of the strap on the 
leeward side of the board. Point your toes 
out toward the rail of the board. At this 
point, the back foot should be at least six 
inches in back of your front foot and both 
feet should be on opposite sides of the 
board. 

Next, apply pressure to the leeward 
side of the board with your back foot, 
bending your knees slightly. As you set 
the rail of your board into the jibe, pull with 
your back hand and oversheet the sail. 
This point is the sharpest point of the jibe. 
While turning, it is important to keep the 
mast in front of and in close to your body, 


as this helps make it easier to control your 
rig. As soon as you have oversheeted, 
start to push your clew toward the front of 
the board. At this point, you are straight¬ 
ening out the angle of your turn. By 
straightening out your turn, you maintain 
your planing speed. 

Now bring your body back over the 
center of the board. This is the most 
critical part of your jibe. If you don’t soften 
your turn, you could end up losing most of 
your speed and, as a result, your sail 
could end up in a very awkward position. 
Once you have started to ease out of your 
turn, move the clew forward and shift your 


Most people can go 
fast if they’ve got the 
right equipment and 
put in enough time on 
the water, but jibing 
tends to be a 
different story. 


weight more toward the center of the 
board. While turning, release your back 
hand, allow the sail to flip around, and 
move your weight slightly forward. 

Once the sail change has been ac¬ 
complished, sheet in on your new tack. 
As you sheet in, straighten your turn 
completely while moving your back foot 
forward, then move your front foot back. 
Both of your feet should now be in the 
straps and you should be planing on your 
new tack. 

THE STEP JIBE 

The beginning of the step jibe is very 
much the same as the carving jibe. You 
start by sailing into your jibe on a reach. 
Sheet out, and then take your back foot 
out of the strap and place it on the lee¬ 
ward foot rail, just forward of your back 


strap. Next, oversheet your sail and set 
your rail hard into the jibe. At the same 
time, start to push your clew forward. 

The next part of the jibe is the most 
critical for maintaining your balance and 
speed. As the clew moves forward, 
straighten the angle of your turn as you 
release the clew and step forward. Your 
front foot position should be just forward 
of your back foot and just off center. As 
you start to sheet in, be careful not to shift 
your weight too far forward. In most 
cases, this happens because you 
straightened out too soon and didn’t fol¬ 
low through with your turn. As you sheet 
in, the board should still be turning. Step 
back into the straps and straighten out 
the turn completely. 

Timing the sail rotation with your step 
forward is the key to perfecting this jibe. 
The step jibe requires a wider turning 
radius, but in most cases you can go 
through the jibe at a faster rate of speed. 

I find I have the best results with this jibe 
in winds of 12 to 20 knots. This jibe is also 
great for passing people on the outside. 
Remember to watch your timing and keep 
speed up throughout this jibe; these are 
the keys to completing it consistently and 
successfully. 

THE SNAP JIBE 

The snap jibe is probably the most 
difficult of the three jibes, especially in the 
higher wind ranges. You should begin 
the jibe by sailing upwind on a tight reach. 
(The snap jibe is unlike theother two jibes, 
where you’re sailing on a broad reach.) 
Start out by moving your back foot behind 
your back footstrap, then oversheet your 
sail. As you oversheet, push the tail 
around with your back foot while pulling 
with your front foot. At this point, you are 
totally committed to the position of the 
board and your weight is all the way back 
on the board. Throwing your body hard 
into the jibe is what causes the board to 
snap around so quickly. Now you step 
forward with your back foot, push the 
clew forward, and release it. As you sheet 
in, you should keep your weight slightly 
back. It’s common to get pitched over the 
front of the board, but don’t be afraid to be 
aggressive when doing the snap jibe. 
The harder you push it, the faster it comes 
around. 

I hope these tips have helped you. 
The rest is up to you, so rig up and have 
a great time sailing. That's what it’s all 
about! Aloha! • 


Pro sailor Scott Trudon placed first in the '86 
Hawaiian Pro/Am, third in the '87 Aloha Classic 
Slalom, and fourth in the '88 Bahamas Interna¬ 
tional Regatta. He is sponsored by Bic Sport 
USA, Ultra Profile Sails, Hi-Tech, Da Kine, 
O'Neill Wetsuits and Sportswear, and Maui Fin 
Company. 
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on the Point 


W hat, you can’t make it two weeks without 
your girlfriend? Stay at home. Don't like 
spiders, snakes, scorpions, stingrays, 
flies, mosquitoes, or lizards? Do every¬ 
one a favor-stay home. Need television, 
twinkies, tofu, and toilets? Need salt and 
lime to drink Tequila? Yeah, well, then 
v ' don't even think you can hang on the 
Pacific coast of Baja. 

It’s a whiner's worst nightmare. From the time 
you plunge across the border to the moment you 
run out of ice and all your gringo food spoils, Baja’s 
not for wimps. 

First off, don't let this, the Pacific coast of Baja, 
be confused with that, the Los Barrilles-Sea of 
Cortez side of the peninsula. I've heard it's actually 
quite pleasant over there-all the amenities, even 
cable. This Baja is for those who don't care if they 
have to shave with cold water, eat tortillas and 
beans every day, or go without nightlife. All that 
matters is that there's good wind, big waves, 

Doug Mack rips down the line. 
















































muchas cervezas, and that the sailing 
gear holds out. 


The Baja Bargain: Risk It 


ia is a place where you have to 
t the worst to happen, yetthepo- 
reap makes the risk worthwhile, 
irtof the adventure always requires 
benefit analysis, but anyone who 


has had it pay off knows he made the right 
choice. If your car finally scratches its 
way through the last of the desert and you 
are greeted by 20-plus knots with five- 
foot waves perfectly peeling off the point, 
you’ll forget your girlfriend. If meals turn 
out to be fresh lobster for breakfast, fil¬ 
leted corvina for lunch, and abalone with 
ice-cold Tecate for dinner, you’ll forget 
about McDonalds... But these are big ifs. 


Above: Dean Karnazes reaps one of Baja’s 
rewards-llnes of pure Pacific power. Left: Baja 
is no place tor the Porsche. Traction is the 
answer, often in the form of a four-wheel drive. 
Right: Mike Waltze and Dave Kalama on a 
classic Baja day. 



Wimpy cars are about as out of place 
in Baja as a can of Budweiser, but they 
do have one similarity: both will end up 
rusting out next to Mexico's Highway 1. 
Highway 1-what a joke! On the Mexican 
maps, it’s denoted by a thick red line 
running over 800 miles down the entire 
length of the peninsula. It appears to be 
a bona fide autobahn-until you see it on 
an American map. One glance at the 
AAA map, and it becomes painfully ap¬ 
parent that the trip down the Baja coast 
will not be a pleasure cruise. Our thick, 
straight, red line from the north (Inter¬ 
state 5) runs into theirs, a puny, thin, 
black, squiggly line that wouldn't even 
have a name in the States. Highway 1 is 
no cakewalk. 

Even though the first hundred kilo¬ 
meters are on a properly paved four- 
lane highway, they seem to be the most 
treacherous. Thousands of tourists 
travel through this region daily, with 
grandiose visions of scoring great deals 
on alcohol, vanilla, perfume, and leather 
These people actually just give the 
Policia and Federates, who lurk between 
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the border and Ensenada, chances to 
supplement their incomes. 

The most unnerving thought- though 
we hate to admit it-is that we, too, are 
tourists. Thus, the worst sight in the world 
can be seen in Baja. It can happen just 
minutes after you barge over the border 
into the Third World. The horror appears 
in your rear view mirror like an alien in a 
third-rate horror flick. Being pulled over in 
Baja is just a bit more suspenseful than 
your usual encounter with the US police. 
A ticket is one thing, but a night in a 
Mexican prison is quite another. Further¬ 
more, our cops don’t routinely carry auto¬ 
matic rifles. 

“Not me, please, not me.” Siren. 
“Damn, it's me." How much money am I 


willing to depart with, I ponder, until his 
raspy voice penetrates my vehicle. 

“Habla Espa~nol 7 ’’ he asks. 

“No, sir," I humbly reply. 

“Dis eez baaaaad; do you know how 
fast you were going? You must follow me 
to the station." 

If there is any advice to carry with you 
into Baja it is, “DON’T GO TO THE STA¬ 
TION." Baja is full of Third World stuff, and 
everything seems to have a negotiable 
price. If the fine is 50 bucks, don’t give 
him more than $20: "The rest is in 
traveler’s checks." One thing more- ever 
see Midnight Express? Take some ad¬ 
vice; shine the drugs. 

After a couple of trips, we just expect 
to be pulled over-kind of like paying rent 


for using Baja. Not that it is an every-time 
occurrence, but our chances of being 
pulled over are much higher than 
average when we embark on a windsurf¬ 
ing safari. We’re more than slightly 
suspicious-looking with four boards, 
masts, sails, and other gear piled neatly 
on top of the newest vehicle in the imme¬ 
diate area; and it doesn’t take a Federate 
who graduated cum laude from the po¬ 
lice academy to figure out that guys like 
us have some cash. In fact, if you live in 
Southern Cal and you really want to have 
some fun on a date, throw the gear on the 
racks and take your date into Baja. 
"Sen~or, I let chu go for free if you geeve 
me your woman.” 

The Gonzo Guys 

We have a pretty good crew for this 
trip. First and most important is Mark with 
his 73 Land Rover. I like to ride with Mark 
mostly because it makes me feel like 
Marlin Perkins on Mutual of Omaha's 
Wild Kingdom. "As I sit safely in the 
truck, Mark will rassle the 25-foot rattle¬ 
snake into submission...” 

Copping the award for the longest 
drive are Tom and Dasher, who come all 
the way out from Florida for this particular 
trip. These guys have Baja in their blood. 
They eat cold Chef Boy-ar-dee “Ravi- 
oliOs" straight from the can, even in the 
comfort of their own homes. They 
couldn't wait to get down to Baja to have 
a real excuse for crudeness. 

Next is Todd, a true Baja veteran if 
ever there was one. His truck with its 
oversized camper is laughable in the 
states, but once out on the point we call 
it the condo. You gotta be quick to be 




V 


Top: Dean eyes a line and checks water temperature prior to cutting back. 
Lett: Gringo sailors bring stateside culture to the wilderness, enlightening 
locals to the ways of the windsurfer. Above: No hot and cold running water 
here; just sand In the sandwiches and bugs in the beer. 
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one of the lucky few to snag its shelter. 

Naturally, Mike will be down there in 
his Isuzu and Larry will make it on his 
motorcycle, but at a later date You 
couldn’t ask for a better crew, really; not 
a wimp among us. 

We always embark at night. I turn on 
the car’s reading light to glean some last- 
minute knowledge out of the guide to 
Baja. “Don’t drive in Baja at night," it 
reads. “The winding mountain roads 
retain heat and livestock often finds its 
way to the pavement in search of heat in 
the cold desert nights." True indeed, but 
it neglects to mention that the inspection 
station south of Ensenada is often not 
open during the wee hours, thus making 
passage south much smoother. Besides, 
the cows aren’t so much the problem; it's 
the curves themselves. 

Leaving at night also has the addi¬ 
tional bonus of getting you to the beach 
the next day for a session. Granted, you 
don't get to see the burnt-out carcasses 
of vehicles gone astray, but it’s a good 
way to beat the searing heat of daytime 
Baja. Yeah, we leave at night. 

Sometimes you hear about Pemex 
stations south of El Rosario being closed 
at night or even running out of unleaded 
fuel. No worries, though; our 73 Land 
Rover has a 24-gallon regular gas tank, 
which is enough fuel to get us to a variety 
of world-class windsurfing destinations 
with only a couple stops for fuel. 


Just when we’ve about had it with 
Highway 1, we arrive at the turn-off for 
Punta Puneta and are confronted with 
another 90-kilometer drive on the dirt 
road to the coast. This is where you want 
to know your vehicle. No longer does the 
Mexican government provide the road 
warning sign Curva Peligrosa. Instead, 


As the lights go out in the west, Baja veterans 
gather wood and beer for the long night ahead. 



the dangerous curves are marked by 
overturned, gutted-out cars. You really 
know you’re a Baja veteran when you 



JUNE 1988 































































































by Dean Karnazes 

The air surrounding you is warm and 
dry Small droplets of perspiration 
dampen your upper lip, as the first rays of 
sunlight begin to illuminate your tent. 

Your body hurts-your eyes feel as though 
a mixture of rubber cement and sawdust 
has puttied them shut. Your nose, shoul¬ 
ders, and forehead are glowing brighter 
than the morning sun. You want to get 
up...but the mere notion of moving elicits 
cramps in muscles you didn’t even know 
existed. You're in Baja. You've been here 
a long time, and you're going to stay here 
a lot longer. Your head feels like it's 
being pounded by a hammer-it may have 
been used as one last night; you can't 
really remember. Clumsily you attempt to 
unzip your tent, but your hands seem 
glued at boom diameter. Somehow, 
through your brittle lips, you manage to 
crack a smile. Life never felt so good! 

The Spirit of Baja 

Yeah, I remember my first prolonged 
journey into the depths of Baja-it's not 
something I’ll ever forget. The shimmer¬ 
ing cardon cactus swaying in the wind¬ 
swept fog that’s rolled in from the Pacific. 
The endless dark, warm nights spent lis¬ 
tening to the howl of distant coyotes. The 
tranquil isolation of the desert, where the 
only sound to be heard is silence. "The 
very air here is miraculous, and outlines of 
reality change with the moment...A dream 
hangs over the whole region, a brooding 
kind of hallucination," writes Steinbeck in 
his log from the heart of Baja. 

Yet Baja is as much an inner journey 
as a trip through a timeless land. Days 
are no longer filled with the motions of 
your daily routine. You're forced to deal 
with yourself, your true self. You may not 
always see things you like, and that alone 
can be as stressful as the dirt road you 
just came in on. Some people dig it, 
some people don't. Baja’s not for 
everyone. If you thought Outward Bound 
was hardcore...A trip-into the depths of 


recognize the dead cars. If one of them 
happens to be yours from a previous trip, 
enough said. You get first choice of 
campsites on the point. 

Getting Right to the Point 

Ahh, the point... nothing quite 


Baja makes Outward Bound look about 
as uncivilized as a night at the opera! 

Ch-Cha-Changes 

It's always interesting to note 
changes over time. After about a week in 
Baja you stop washing your hair. After 
two weeks you stop brushing your hair. 
After three weeks you stop caring about 
your hair, or just about anything for that 
matter. Your activities are dictated by 
wind, waves, and the amount of ice left in 
your cooler (not necessarily in that order). 
Possibly the most important decision 
you'll make all day is what size sail to rig! 

That's not to say you don't have to be 
on top of things, because you do. I 
remember one trip to a remote point off 
the beaten track. We had two of the most 
memorable surfsailing days of our lives. 
Six-foot waves with a steady 22- to 25- 
knot side-offshore wind, epic. On our 
way out we had a bit of a problem; we ran 
out of gas. “No worries," said my 
traveling companion Ed, "I’ve got that 
five-gallon gas can in the back. 

"Slight worry," said Ed, reaching into 
the back, "it feels kinda light." A lot of 
worries; it was empty! Your vehicle is 
your life support system. You no longer 
are what you eat; in Baja, you are what 
you drive. And when you're outta fuel, 
you're outta luck. Needless to say, I lost 
the coin toss...This led to what seemed 
like a 50-mile hike through the desert to 
the main road. If they ever teach you 
anything in Boy Scouts, it is, "Be 
Prepared." Obviously, we flunked out of 
Boy Scouts; we were probably off surfing! 

Wild Things 

One thing that never ceases to 
amaze me is the sort of people you meet 
in Baja, and their behavioral incongrui¬ 
ties. I once met a respectable lawyer 
who hadn't been sober for two weeks. 
Then there was the college accounting 
teacher (alias Professor Shred) that, 


matches the sight of wind-whipped 
waves blocking out the horizon with their 
eerie emptiness. Coming from Southern 
California, we never see waves without 
people on them, unless we come to Baja. 
Although it would be nice to set up camp 
and get settled in, no one even thinks of it. 


rumor had it, slept with a Tequila 
bottle-kind of like a security blanket A 
few weeks-or months-m Baja can turn 
sophisticates into savages If you’ve 
every read The Lord of the Flies, you 
know what I mean 

Baja is a land of extremes, I guess 
that holds true for personalities, too 
Where else can you hear so many 
phrases for that classical outcome of 
overindulgence 9 Some of my favorites 
include-technicolor yawn, thunder 
chunder, planting beets, blowing chunks, 
laughing at the cactus, and, my favorite, 
launching (an untrained ear might think 
they're talking about windsurfing). Baja's 
wildness definitely brings out people’s 
wildness. 

Paradise Lost? 

Has the true Baja experience disap¬ 
peared? There are those who say that 
the wild species of Baja is extinct, faded 
into a bygone era. I, for one, do not 
agree The Baja adventure is still as 
unique and soul-stirring as ever. There 
are those who say the paving of Mexico 
Highway 1 was the downfall of Baja. I 
was born after the dirt was replaced by 
asphalt, and I still find solitude and re¬ 
moteness in Baja It just may take looking 
a bit harder these days 

If there is a conflict in Baja, it's that 95 
percent of the people sail at less than one 
percent of the potential locations The 
Pacific coast of Baja is still inhospitable 
and mysterious to most. Only a select 
few have the wisdom, skill, and courage 
to seek out new and better spots. For the 
Baja experience is not meant to be like a 
trip to the Gorge or Maui. Baja’s pulchri¬ 
tude comes not only from her extreme¬ 
ness, but also from her untamed and 
unexplored abstruseness. 

So the Baja experience lives on. It 
remains many things to many people. 

The first-timer may find nirvana in sailing 
perfect little waves with only a handful of 
others out. A seasoned veteran may find 
it when reaching a distant beach where 
there are no footprints, no beer bottles, 
no signs of human existence. Baja is one 
of the few frontiers left on our planet. And 
it can be enjoyed on many levels. 

Come and stay on as long as you 
can. After five days or five months you 
may start to crave the luxury of civiliza¬ 
tion. But after crossing the border and 
taking that first bite of Big Mac, you find 
that it just doesn't taste all that great 
anymore. And the allure of your electric 
razor and blow dryer seems all but lost. 
And just when you begin taking the 
amenities of home for granted...Yeah, it's 
time for another trip to Baja!! 


Dean Karnazes has been surfing Baja 
since he was a kid growing up in San 
Clemente. Surfsailing Baja was a natural i 
progression. 


Rather, it's a frantic search for the 4.0s, 
as it is cranking early and we haven't 
seen wind like this for months. No one is 
quite on top of his sailing, but each of us 
gets either a killer aerial off-the-lip, 
throws a perfect duck jibe on the face, or 
jams a solid forward loop. No one is con- 
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HiFly introduces the new Spirit— 
a high-spirited allround funboard 
that’s also a raceboard! 

I ts concave-bottom shape lets you plane 
early even in light air. Easy to jibe, too, 
and easy to advance on, especially for 
sailors under 175 pounds. In addition to 
its light weight—just 35 pounds—HiFly's 
Spirit offers high technology construction 
at a downright affordable price. Standard 
on the ultra-fast Spirit: adjustable mast- 
foot system and mast-track with integral 
locking mechanism; vario-boom; high- 
performance epoxy mast and six neoprene, 
footstraps. The Spirit is available with the 
standard 5.8 sq. m. Fun Wing Sail, or your 
choice of optional sails. 
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sistently on his game, yet the moments 
of brilliance give us something to drink 
about for the night, and think about for to¬ 
morrow 

Ten Days on the Point 

Pick a point, any point It doesn't 
have to be Puneta, or Roca, or any of the 
"name" spots. Any point south of El 
Rosario that has a south-facing beach 
will likely catch Baja's reliable thermals 
and south summer swells. Anyhow, one 
beach in Baja is quite like another, and 
regardless of where you are, the days 
usually unfold in a similar manner. 

After the first day’s session, it is easy 
to separate the veterans from the first- 
timers. Veterans know that it is most 
important to round up all the available 
firewood in the area to build fires for the 
cold desert nights. The rookies-well, 
you can’t really blame them-they’re 
worried about rinsing off, and keeping 
the sand off their wetsuits. Veterans eat 
while newcomers are applying Off. Re¬ 
gardless of the mosquitoes, at dark most 
everyone gathers around the biggest 
campfire to swill beer, chug Tequila, and 



Dean Karnazes locks in on the outside while 
Scott Rebstock adjusts his bottom turn. When 
Pacific swell and desert thermals come 
together, the result is pure excitement. 



PERFORMANCE SAILING 


SEATREND/MARK ANGULO • TWO ENTITIES 
INTERESTED IN ONLY ONE THING: "BEING THE 
BEST" 


Board designs are constantly progressing, 
becoming faster and easier to ride. The key is 
design turnaround time As a small company 
we are able to test new designs, then bring 
them to you in the shortest possible time. 


WHAT WE TEST TODAY-YOU RIDE TOMORROW' 


NewtechnbJdgyrUijrd hlgch't^ch new 
construction system produces boprd's more 
durable than ever before. 

Seatrend backs its products with new one 
year warranty program for '88 season 
Six new models to choose from 
Three models just for super high wind sailing 
in surf or flat water 

Slalom boards for all wind categories and 
every size of sailor - 91,93, 95. 97,910 there's 
one perfect for you 

Two of the world's top designers working 
together to bring you the best possible 
shapes 
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Klepper 295 
The Sporty Floater has already 
developed a loyal following. The 
ideal first short board. Ample 
volume for most to tack and up- 
haul. Perform those new maneu¬ 
vers with ease the 295is forgiving 
and responsive. Even in 10 knots, 
benefits of the double concave 
and new bottom "microgrinding" 
can be felt. ’Epoxy PC" tech¬ 
nology combines light weight 
with tremendous stiffness and 
stability. Fblycarbonate has the 
lowest skin friction of all. and the 
highest impact resistance of any 
compound. Stunning new graphics | 
complement this multifaceted 
performer. 

Length: 298cm - 9'<9~ 

Width: 62.5 cm - 7 
Volume: app 125 liters 

Weighty: app 9.6kg -21 tbs. 
Material: Epoxy PC 
Ability Range: 4 to 6 
Preferred Wind Conditions. 

3 to7 (7 to 33 knots) 
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talk about some tourist girls they’ve met 
back home. 

Day two: It’s a typical day of sailing 
west-coast Baja. The wind arrives at 
about 11 a.m., and everyone begins to 
eye the ever-rigged quivers that will be 
left on the beach for the entire stay. Al¬ 
though it's good for a 58, everyone is 
holding out for another hour until it’s 50 
weather. Sure enough, it comes up, 
along with a foot or two increase in the 
swell, making for perfect wave riding 
conditions. 

Day three: After another day of shred¬ 
ding, I begin to slide into what I call the 
Baja mode: no thoughts, no worries. I 
awaken at about 8 a.m. when the relent¬ 
less sun turns my tent into an oven. I rinse 
my face from the bucket of Mexican tap 
water, rinse my mouth with Mexican 
bottled water, brush my teeth with the 
same, and take a long warm drink of 
American bottled water. The Arrowhead 
is used only for drinking, since it is by far 
the most precious liquid on the point. 

Refreshed, I put on my sandy wetsuit 
for the morning surf session. Surpris¬ 
ingly, the water is much colder down here 
than back home; but the swell, the wind. 


Part of the Baja experience is solitude. With 
1,000 miles of uninhabited coastline, almost 
everyone can have their own secret spot. 




A 2™ a ! p°l um k' a Gorge Pro-Am Speed Slalom 
July 8-17, Hood River Marina, Hood River, Oregon 
For entry forms and information, write to: 

Race Management Group 
PO Box 797 
Hood River nD 
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and the food are the only things on my 
mind as I slip into the water-sinking 
deeper into the Baja mode. Every now 
and then a weird metaphysical thought 
enters my mind-a thought that can only 
occur in a place like Baja This day, I 
ponder the fact that nuclear war may be 
erupting between the two superpowers, 
and down here, we wouldn’t even know it 
Then I drift off to wondering what the 
blasts would do to the swell, the wind, and 
my food supply Obviously, no bombs 
are aimed at Baja. 

Returning from the surf session, it’s 
into my cooler to check the milk. Cereal 
with milk is always the call for breakfast for 
the first few days until the heat makes the 
milk go bad. After comiendo, in true Baja 
style, I aim my coveted beach chair to¬ 
ward the surf, put on a big hat for shade, 
and settle in with my friends for some 
hardcore veging until the wind comes up 

By day three our speech no longer 
resembles standard English. Rather, it’s 
a hybrid of English, Hawaiian pidgin- 
English, Spanish, and just facial 
expressions. "No ac' brah, da waveos 
are mucho grande hoy ." (Better cool it, 
man, the waves are really big today.) 
Some of us have established a decent 
rapport with a few of the local towns¬ 
people. They get us fresh abalone, fish, 
lobster, and warm tortillas while we give 
them windsurfing magazines, cassettes 
of American rap, and regatta T-shirts. 
Both parties come away thinking they got 
the better deal, since each gave away 
valueless daily items for hot commodi¬ 
ties. Ice and beer cost money, though. 
Everyone needs hielo y cervezas. 

The Beasty Boys Meet Girls 

Day six: It’s been nearly a week since 
we’ve read a newspaper, eaten at Jack in 
the Box, or seen an American girl, but 
today we’re in luck. Some guys from L.A. 
arrive with their girlfriends and set up 
camp right in the midst of our “toilet.” 
Looks like we’ll be walking down the 
beach a little farther from now on. 

I imagine the guy named Steve is 
really glad his girl made it down. 
“Steeeve, where’s the Solar Shower? 
Steeeve, where’s the toothpaste? 
Steeeve, where's my magazine?" It takes 
a special kind of girl to enjoy the desert. 

There's no rivalry between us and the 
new group. In fact, we really welcome the 
new company and fresh fruit they give us 
in an offering similar to the Pilgrims' gifts 
to the Indians. Everyone gets along like a 
big family: sharing wood, beer, and 
Tequila, but, confidently, we wait for the 
couples to get in a fight fatal to the rela¬ 
tionship, and scheme to take the women 
for ourselves. I can't even tell if they are 
good looking, but we all agree that they 
are “good enough." No matter how bad 
the ratio is back home at the local break, 
there are always way fewer-or no-girls in 
deep Baja. 

Girls, too, seem like a commodity 



FROM TERZO, 

THE PREMIER SPORTSRACK MAKER 
COMES MORE EXCITING NEW SKI AND 
BICYCLE CARRIERS. 

SAILBOARDERS HAVE KNOWN US FOR YEARS NOW WE 
INTRODUCE MORE NEW SKI AND BICYCLE 
CARRYING ACCESSORIES 


I TERZO OFFERS THE STRONGEST RUST PROOF RACKS ON THE MARKE T 
I TERZO RACKS FIT ALL MAKES AND MODELS PROPERLY 
I A COMPLETE LINE OF SKI AND BIKE CARRYING ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE 





THE PRO’S CHOICE IN SPORTSRACKS 


AVAILABLE AT QUALITY BIKE. SAILBOARD AND SKI SHOPS EVERYWHERE DEALERS CONTACT YOUR TERZO REP OR 
IN U S A TERZO. 1860 Acacia Ave , Compton. CA 90220 PHONE (213) 603-9911, OUTSIDE CALF (800)321-1191 
IN CANADA TURBO BOX PRODUCTS LTD , 470-380 W 1st Ave . Vancouver. B.C V5Y 1A9 (604) 875-8886 
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SAILBOARDS, INC. 

Engineered For The Demanding Sailor 


Factory: P.O. Box 3580-212 

Galveston Island, TX 77551 
409-744-1317 

Bus. Office: 3355 West Alabama, Suite 840 
Houston, TX 77098 713-960-0275 
FAX NO.: 713-993-9248 
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BOARD COVER — Protects board from sunlight and minor abrasions. Features Cordura 
A foam padded nose, carrying handle and shoulder strap. Draw string closure allows fin 
to remain on board. Wave size fits S’-S’IO", slalom size fits S'lCT-S'S". 

B ^A BB BAG — is padded with W foam making it ideal for car top transport and throw 
about. SHver nylon reflects sunlight and keeps board cool. Fin slot allows fin to remain on 
board dunng transport. Bag features a zipper around entire perimeter for easy access. Fits 
up to 9'6" board. 

Vi” BOARD BAG — used by top pros around the world, this bag is designed for airline 
travel and offers the maximum in board protection. Made with nylon laminated to V 2 ” foam 
and a heavy duty zipper around the perimeter, this bag also features a Vz" foam zipper liner 
which doubles foam thickness to 1" at rails. Single, up to S'S", Double, up to 10’6", Pan Am 
up to 13’. 

XSTREAMLINE BOARD BAGS — THE BAG PREFERRED 
BY PROFESSIONAL BOARDSAILORS. 

For information on Xstreamline products write to: 

Xstreamline Sports, 1902 S. Pacific Ave., San Pedro, Calif. 90731 
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WHEN PERFORMANCE COUNTS... | 
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SAILBOARD PERFORMANCE/SPEED COATING 

ISKS? * REDUCES SPINOUT! JSTpJSr* 


* Plane in Light Winds 


* Reduces Drag by 17% 
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Out ot oranges, sails ripped to shreds, everything 
covered with silt: it's time to head home. 



now, as we have acquired a highly sexist 
attitude from our Beasty Boys tape 
"Girls to do the dishes, girls to clean up 
my room, girls to do my laundry, and in 
the bathroom. Girls..." 

Day nine: We know that Baja is killer, 
but to reinforce our beliefs, a group of hot 
Hawaiians shows up on the point and 
demonstrates how the place is sup¬ 
posed to be sailed. It’s great to sail with 
them, but nine days on the point has 
begun to take its toll. My 54 is ripped to 
shreds, one mast is ruined, one of my 
bases broke, and my booms are too bent 
to adjust anymore. 

My oranges are gone, my cereal is 
gone, my cheese is gone, and the bread 
is infested with ants; so I am living off 
peanut butter on tortillas for breakfast 
and lunch, and ramen soup with salami 
for dinner. My resin is gone (we used too 
much to cast scorpions into clam shells), 
my army knife is lost, my tent has be¬ 
come a droopy cave as the result of a 
broken pole, and the toilet paper is run¬ 
ning dangerously low. The truck has 
three flats, the town is out of ice, the swell 
has dropped radically, and everything I 
own is covered with a silty brown sand 
similar to that found in Maui. Worst of all, 
my friends are dropping like the flies in 
my tent. Todd broke his foot, Larry and 
Mike have stomach problems, and 
Dasher has a bad stingray infection in his 
foot. It's time to head home. 

No parties are as extreme as the last 

WINDRIDER 

















































night in Baja. The drug of choice is 
Tequila... again. Giant shots are in order, 
and we fight for the worm. Someone 
comes up with the bright idea that every¬ 
one has to drink until they get sick, but the 
night turns out to be a giant scorpion 
hunting party instead. Naturally, the 
Beasty Boys tape dominates-the louder 
the better. 

Day 10: It looks like it’s going to be 
good again. Someone's even going out 
already for a solo session, but I'm out of 
here. Dasher and Tom decide to stick it 
out for another 10 days. I think they just 
acted like they were leaving so they could 
get as sicko as the rest of us. In any case, 
I'll be home for dinner, see my girlfriend, 
use a real toilet, and watch television all 
night. I hope my mind snaps out of the 
Baja mode within a few days-it shouldn't 
be too hard since I've only been gone for 
10 days. ForTomand Dash, though, it will 
be a different story entirely. One bite into 
a bacon double cheeseburger, and they 
will immediately go into culture shock and 
probably head back down. 

I'll be able to fit right back in the 
mainstream of trendy Southern Cal life. 
One shower and a shave is all it will take 
for me to regain my refinement, but I hope 
I can get some of the crude, but so 
appropriate for Baja, Beasty lyrics out of 
my head. Sometimes, though, song lyrics 
just seem to sum up life on the point. 

“Every day I take a wee and I don’t go 
to work." 

“Beasty Boys always on vacation." • 

Editor's Note: As near as vre can tell, Tom 
James hasn't lost that Baja state of mind. Also, 
rumor has it that his girlfriend isn't quite speak¬ 
ing to him at present. We wonder why. 
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For new color brochure and piranha sticker: Send $2.00 to Dill 
Sailboards, 1027 Industrial Avenue, Hood River, OR 97031 or call 
503-386-6202 
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I f you’re hooked on boardsailing, 
then you undoubtedly spend 
most of your time hooked into a 
harness. You may not give much 
thought to it, but it wasn't so long 
ago that the harness was a revo¬ 
lutionary piece of equipment, and 
about as bulky and pleasant to 
wear as your Aunt Ethel’s corset. 

Now, harnesses are as refined 
and highly-evolved as any other 
pieces of boardsailing equip- 
M ment, and the market is awash in 
chest, waist, and seat harnesses of all 
types-plus a number of variations on 
the three basic designs. 

The trusty chest harness remains as 
popular today as any of its more con- | 
temporary counterparts. Enjoyed par¬ 
ticularly for the ease in which it allows 
the sailor to hook in and out, the chest 
harness offers good mid-back support, 
and is excellent for wave and light-air 
sailing. 

So, you ask, why wear anything 
else? Well, the slim, trim waist harness 
can provide you with incomparable 
freedom of movement, and its lower 
hook placement can give you better 
balance. Twist, shout, and move about; 
the waist harness is a happening acces¬ 
sory and has a place in any serious 
sailor's quiver. 

Now, think back a few years. Re¬ 
member the first seat harnesses? They 
were about as fashionable as diapers, 
and just about as comfortable. By con¬ 
trast, the seat harnesses available today 
are a pleasure to wear and are absolutely 1 

fantastic for speed sailing. What's 
more, they provide superb lower back 
support. i 

Whatever your sailing style or 
budget, you can find a harness or two to 
suit you. So hook in, hang loose, and 
read on. Here's a super showcase of 
harnesses thatwill lookgood.feel good, 
and work well for you-season after 
season. 
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ACCUSPORT 

Featuring: NORTH SKORE/TEAM HAWAII/CY¬ 
CLONE 

4210 McLeod Rd 
Orlando, FL 32811 

North Shore Speed Slalom Seat and Limited 
Edition Series: The simplest, lightest, and lowest 
profile seat harness around. Pre-shaped for a skin¬ 
tight fit, pressure is distributed on the outside of the 
harness for unbelievable comfort. The single 
spreader strap keeps the hook low for maximum 
leverage. Sizes: Regular and Small. Contact Ac- 
cusport for suggested retail 
New Team Hawaii Slingshot: Ultra-lightweight 
harness with padded hips, twin-cam buckle V-strap 
design with neoprene padded leg straps, and lower- 
back cinch. Size: Regular Contact Accusport for 
suggested retail. 

Super New Soft Seat: Accusport introduces the 
new Team Hawaii Soft Seat. The latest in lightweight, 
comfortable harness designs, it features a foamless 
seat section for the ultimate in freedom and mobility. 
Size: Regular. Contact Accusport for suggested 
retail. 

AIRWAVE 

135 Ninth Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94118 

Ultra-Lite: Proven as the ultimate lightweight per¬ 
formance harness. Ideal for conditions ranging from 
extreme surf to high-speed slalom. Offers maximum 
pelvic support, eliminating all stress to the lower 
back. Sizes S, M, L. Suggested Retail $59.50 
Race-Lite: An extremely high-performance har¬ 
ness designed for the slalom and course board sailor 
Unique adjustability and support. Double cinch 



Waist harnesses provide plenty of support plus 
phenomenal freedom of movement, as Janie 
Hunt beautifully demonstrates. 


straps in the rear and a neoprene center panel. 
Maximum pelvic and lumbar support, efficiently 
reducing all stress to the lower torso. Sizes: M, L. 
Suggested Retail: $68. 

BARE SPORTSWEAR CORP. 

1600 Kentucky St., Suite A-3 
Bellingham, WA 98226 


Lycra Pant Harness: Legs are made with heavy- 
duty lycra to allow maximum stretch. Fits over any 
thickness wetsuit easily, gives maximum freedom of 
movement. Neoprene band at the pant leg hem also 
keeps the pants leg down Sizes: XS.S.M.ML.L.and 
XL. Contact Bare for suggested retail. 

Neo Pant Harness: Offers the comfort of a seat 
harness with that of an added neoprene short. The 
extra layer gives warmth in a critical heat loss area. 
Matching colors make the Pant Harness an attractive 
addition to the Fiero Sizes: XS to XL. Contact Bare 
for suggested retail. 

CONTROL PRODUCTS 

PO Box 1495 
Venice, CA 90294 

Power Line: The ultimate harness line-its ad¬ 
vanced design and material composition provide the 
rigidity and flexibility plus superior strength without 
bulk. Will outlast rope 10 to one The “ultimate 
harness leash." Available in three standard lengths: 
25', 30", and 36." Suggested Retail: $27, $29, and 
$32.20 

DA KINE HAWAII 

408 Columbia St 
Hood River, OR 97031 

Slalom Seat: In 1986, several racers approached 
Da Kine to develop a new harness for World Cup 
slalom racing. The result is the Slalom Seat. Adjust¬ 
able hook height to adapt to individual sailing styles. 
Hook pivots easily on its wide web strap as body 
position changes. Offers the lowest hook position of 
all Da Kine harnesses. Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL. 
Suggested Retail: $85. 

Slalom Lite: The best-fitting Da Kine harness ever. 




Stiff continuous 
aluminum 




Adjustable 

cam-lock mechanism Shock absorbing 

friction plates 

QUICK-LOCK can be used with any boom or mast. QUICK-LOCK connects to the 
mast in seconds, eliminates outhaul release for boom height adjustment, 
guarantees a tight boom-mast connection every time. QUICK-LOCK and NAUTIX 
performance boomsandaccessories areavailableatyour local NAUTlXDealeror 
TEST CENTER. For more info write to: Nautix, Inc., 51 Milina Drive, Easthampton 
NY 11937, (516)324-8585. B£k, H 
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Fits smoothly and snugly on hips of virtually any 
shape Light weight makes it ideal for serious racing. 
Hook and strap features are the same as the regular 
Slalom Seat, with fine detailing and superb construc¬ 
tion. Sizes: XS,S,M,L,XL Suggested Retail $85. 
Speed Seat: Originally designed for speed sailing 
but has proven to be the most versatile harness on the 
market today. Medium hook position tor better con¬ 
trol at high speeds while maintaining full back and 
pelvic support: comfortable in all sailing conditions. 
Sizes. XS,S, M. L.XL Suggested Retail $89 
Surf Seat: Combines the comlort of a seat harness 
with the high hook placement of a waist harness The 
snug fit and light weight of the Surf Seat make it easy 
to swim in. For jumping and radical sailing, as well 
as light wind sailing. Sizes: XS. S, M, L, XL 
Suggested Retail $89. 

Waist Harness: The waist harness, originally 
invented by Da Kine, allows complete body freedom 
with moderate back support It is light, simple, com¬ 
fortable. and convenient for all types ol sailing 
Comfortable yet stable fit designed to support your 
back while not riding up Sizes- XS, S, M, L, XL. 
Suggested Retail $55. 

Chest Harness: The original Da Kine harness is 
still very popular with Hawaiian wave shredders and 
World Cup sailors. The chest harness offers warmth 
and protection while giving great back support in all 
sailing conditions. Ideal for beginners who are just 
learning to use a harness and also big board sailors 
who want a higher hook placement. Sizes: XS.S.M, 
L. XL. Suggested Retail. $80. 

FUNSPORTUSA 

62 Cummings Park 
Woburn. MA 01801 

The Bucket Harness: A form-fitting seat, provid¬ 
ing maximum support in lighterwinds, but still allow¬ 
ing freedom of movement. Complete with the alutec 
spreader bar. Assorted colors. Sizes: S, M, and L 
Suggested Retail: $79.95. 

Fred Haywood: Adds a webbing strap under the 
seat, for strength and comfort. As before, the rear 
waist adjustable strap allows a snug fit without undue 
pressure on the hips. Comes complete with the new 
Neil Pryde alutec lightweight spreader bar. Ideal for 
speed sailing. Sizes: S.M.andL. Suggested Retail: 
$79.95. 

Shorts Harness: Adds padded leg straps wrapping 
comfortably around the thigh. It shares the same 
waist adjustment as the Haywood, but is designed 
with the hook slightly higher, making it ideal for 
lighter, flukier conditions. Also has the new Neil 
Pryde alutec lightweight spreader bar. Sizes: S.M, 
and L. Suggested Retail: $84.95. 

Waist Belt Harness: Continues to be a favorite 
with women as it is well-contoured to stay down and 
provide lower back support. Again, the Neil Pryde 
alutec spreader bar is included. Sizes: S.M.andL. 
Suggested Retail: $59.95. 

GAASTRA SAILS 

14 Strawberry Hill Avenue 
East Norwalk, CT 06855 

Waist Harness: Maximum support with minimum 
restriction of movement. “Air System" allows the 
harness to conform to any body shape. The Gaastra 
Spreader Bar and Power Patches are standard. Other 
features include key string, money pocket, and emer¬ 
gency whistle. Sizes: S, M, and L. See your local 
Gaastra Dealer for prices. 

Pascal Maka Speed Seat Harness: Used to 



Simmer Style is a commitment to QUALITY and 
PLKFORMAXCK. Whether you ehoose a Slalom 
Lite, a CamberLite Convertible or a SuperLite 
Convertible, the concept is the same In each 
ease maximum power and drive arc com¬ 
bined with extreme ease of handling. We 
iir|e you to find out for yourself: 
Simmer Style sails are guaranteed 
to help you bring out the best 
in your sailing. 






Simmer Style Sails and 
Accessories are available 
at vour loeal High 
perfit >rmanee dealer. 
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capture the World Speed Record The secret is the 
way efficient absorption of shock loads allows con¬ 
stant sail control to be maintained during maximum 
weight transfer in the board. Sizes: S. M.andl See 
your local Gaastra Dealer for prices. 

Racing Harness: Provides all the advantages of the 
Waist Harness with the addition of upper lumbar 
torsional support, often required during extended 
sessions on the water, particularly on longer boards 
Standard features include the “Air System," Power 
Patches, and Gaastra's Spreader Bar. Sizes: S, M, and 
L. See your local Gaastra Dealer for prices 
Seat Attachment: The exclusive Gaastra seat 
attachment for the Waist and Racing Harnesses, 
providing the benefits of the Pascal Maka Speed Seat. 
Sizes: S.M.andL. See your local Gaastra Dealer for 
prices. 

Waist Convertible: Same pattern as the Waist 
Harness, with the addition of full back and inflatable 
bib section. Hidden in a pouch in the body of the waist 
section, the bib can be taken out and inflated when¬ 
ever required. Sizes: S, M. and L. See your local 
Gaastra Dealer for prices. 

Speedlite: An ultra-lightweight, one-piece support 
system, the Speedlite allows total freedom of move¬ 
ment, yet provides hip and lower back support neces¬ 
sary for long hours of sailing Special seam shaping 
ensures perfect fit when in use Power Patches and 
the Gaastra Spreader Bar are standard Sizes S, M, 
and L. See your local Gaastra Dealer for prices. 

HI-TECH 

700 Larkspur Landing Circle, Suite 199 
Larkspur, CA 94939 

Seat Harness: This very comfortable seat harness 
rides low for slalom racing, has an adjustable back 
strap to fit comfortably. Sizes: S, M, and L Sug¬ 
gested Retail: $72. 

SAILBOARD WAREHOUSE/MAUI MAGIC 

300 E. South Owasso Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN55117 

Waist Harness: Least restrictive, excellent to learn 
with and can be upgraded by adding speed swing for 
speed and slalom sailing. Sizes. S, M. and L. 
Suggested Retail: $52.75. 

Maui Magic Harness System: Two harnesses in 
one. Use the waist and speed seat attachment for 
speed or slalom sailing in heavy air, or sail with the 
waist harness alone for light wind or wave sailing. 
Sizes: S, M, and L. Suggested Retail: $99. 

Maui Magic Hip Harness: One-piece ultra-light- 
weight speed/slalom bucket lor unbeatable perform¬ 
ance and comfort both on and off the water. Designed 
lor comfort, function, and style. Ultimate in high- 
wind performance, featuring tapered side panels and 
orthopedic design. Sizes: S, M, and L. Suggested 
Retail: $99.95. 

Fashion Flotation Vest: (Not Coast Guard Ap¬ 
proved.) Attractive and reduces unnecessary risk. 
Fashion coordinated flotation vest to match your har¬ 
ness. Suggested Retail: $69. 

SIMMER STYLE 

4320 Mission Blvd. 

San Diego, CA 92109 

Chest Harness: Mostly for the excellent high- 
performance wave rider. Evolved from extensive 
testing on the big waves in Maui. Limited supply 
because it’s mostly worn by the hardcore sailor. 
Sizes: S,M,L,XL. Contact your local Simmer Style 
Dealer for prices. 




135 Ninth Avenue, San Francisco, California 94118 (415) 668-4742 
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ACCEPT NO SUBSTITUTES. 


The Airwave™ Ultralite™ is the only harness that offers you maximum lumbar 
support along with comfort and style! This is the original harness designed to 
minimize lower torso fatigue... Don’t be fooled by cheap imitations! 


Do you want 
an hour or a year? 



HOURGLASS STREAMLINED 

You want a universal joint that lasts longer than an hour. 

The first year is unconditionally guaranteed on Streamlined joints, 
but with durable urethane instead of rubber, and engineering of 
this caliber, you can expect yours to last even longer. 


STREAMLINED 


High Performance Booms and Bases 
P.O. Box 246, Cardiff-by-the-Sea, California 92007 • 619-455-1092 
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Curacao • May 31-June 5 
Aruba • June 4-12 
Dominican Republic 
• June 21-26 < 


Race packages for 
pros/amateurs 
and spectators. 
Call for 
information today! 


Waist Harness: All-around recreational waist 
harness, comfortable to wear. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
Contact your local Simmer Style Dealer for prices. 
Seat Harness: Has been improved this year; has 
padding where you need it the most and not where you 
don't. Can be worn high for wave riding, or low for 
slalom racing. Multi-purpose seat harness. Sizes: S, 
M, L, XL. Contact your local Simmer Style Dealer for 
prices. 

WIND PRODUCTS 

PO Box 1793 
Nantucket, MA 02554 

Seat Harness: Keeps the power and control right 
where you want it. Padded leg straps prevent the 
harness from riding up. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. Sug¬ 
gested Retail: $89. 

Leg Wrap Harness: Has lower padding for freedom 
of movement and comfortable fit. Sizes: S.M.L.XL. 
Suggested Retail: $89. 

Waist Harness: Lightweight and easy to use. 
Available in assorted colors. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
Suggested Retail: $49. 

WINDGEAR MAUI 

Box 485 

Kula, Maui, HI 96790 

Seat Harness: Developed in Maui last year for 
slalom racing, the seat harness was worn by five 
Windgear slalom teams in the highly competitive 
Kanaha Team Slalom Races. Fits snugly and will not 
ride up. The web straps are internally sewn into 
coated nylon, giving the harness sleek clean linesand 
durability. Sizes: XS,S, M, L,XL Suggested Retail: 
$69.95. 

WINDLINE 

3310 Meridian Avenue 
North Seattle, WA 98103 

Hipster: Designed by and for Gorge-style sailors, 
this powerseat is designed to pull from down low, for 
excellent transfer of energy more directly to the board. 
Designed extremely rugged for the challenge of 
Gorge-style conditions. Sizes: S, M, L. Suggested 
Retail: $69. 

WINDSURFING HAWAII 

PO Box 1746 
Goleta, CA 93116 

Low Back Chest Harness, With 2-in-1 Pouch: 

Great for the first-time user, although many expert 
wave sailors use it. Allows you to stay hooked in 
through more maneuvers because you can move your 
torso, making it a great wave sailing harness. The 
bottom portion of the low-back harness is designed 
like a waist harness to distribute the pull on the lower 
back. Sizes: S, M, and L. Suggested Retail: $50. 
Fast Back Waist Harness, With 2-in-1 Pouch: 
Ideallysuitedforwave sailing. When coupled with the 
optional Speed Seat, it's suited for slalom, speed, and 
course sailing. The hook is lower than the chest 
harness, giving you more leverage. Sizes: S, M.and 
L. Suggested Retail: $45. Optional Speed Seat 
Retails at $40. 

Neo-Pro Swing Seat Harness: New concept in 
the seat harness market. Last year's popular hip 
harness has been developed into a shock absorbing 
harness that conforms to individual body shape. 
Uses stretch panels of neoprene to achieve a custom 
fit. Great for women. Sizes: S.M.andL. Suggested 
Retail: $80. with bar. 


Call: 800-237-9445, or in Florida: 407-647-2170 

Write: PO Box 2731, Winter Park, FL 32790 




mruBA HAWAII PUERTO RICO BARBADOS 
THE VIRGIN ISLANDS JAMAICA 
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND THE FLORIDA KEYS 
AND OTHER HOTSPOTS! 
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Perfect 




Da Kine Hawaii, Inc. 
211 West Kuiaha Road 
Haiku, Hawaii 96708 
808-575-2495 


Da Kine Hawaii, Inc. 

408 Columbia St. 300 East 
Hood River, OR 97031 
503-386-3166 

































Ever notice how the leading Hi-Tech, Dill, Angulo, Westwind, 

custom boards come 
Da Kine equipped? 

Top board builders 
like Seatrend, Cascade, 

Fox, Bruce Jones, 


Sh 


Insist on Da Kine 


Murrays Marine 
R 0. Box 490 
Carpintera, CA 93013 
805-684-8393 






Jimmy Lewis, Hunt Hawaii, 
Sailboards Maui, and others 
insist on Da Kine 
state-of-the-art footstraps 
to complement their 
performance designs. 


Reader Service 16 













WINDRIDER 























L eft: Ian Boyd cuts the crest and readies his All-American 
board for the big drop. Photographer Eric Aeder put 
himself right on the firing line to capture this image. 
Above: Sunstar’s study in blue and white reflects the big 
wave of our dreams. Reality can be much harsher, as our 
adrenaline-pumped sailor knows. 
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L eft: Harness on, 
hands off. Gave 
Kalama shows 
photographer 
Greg Huglin the benefits 
of good balance and per¬ 
fect harness placement. 
PS: It’s harder than it 
looks. Sequence: Pay 
attention, class! Mark 
Angulo shows how as he 
executes a textbook cut¬ 
back on a Hookipa wave. 
Darrell Jones put the ac¬ 
tion on film for our home 
audience. 
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he Florida Keys-where every 
car's a rent-a-car and every 
bar's called Tiki Bar. Clear warm 
waters, swaying palm trees, un¬ 
limited flat-water sailing from one 
island to another. Pulling up to 
your own deserted beach for a 
coconut refresher. It's the tropi¬ 
cal paradise that every windsur¬ 
fer dreams about... and to top it 
all off, you can drive there. 
Strong spring winds, conch 
chowder, and stone crabs are 


" | C uueiiuys nere as opposed to the pol¬ 
lution. hot tempers, and beach-front ur- 
ban high-nses found just one hour to the 
north in Miami. 

The Florida Keys-where you can for- 

dhft y off r WS* daHy prob ' ems on| y to 

HroLm v Hemin gway-inspired day- 

Gui?S J° U P ' Cture yourself atone in the 
Gulf Stream, m only a small skiff, fight no 

to bnng in the biggest fish you've eS 

Ssion^aS-^oss^ 



vvere in a foreign land. Yes, it’s part of the 
States, but Key West is about as Ameri¬ 
can as Mom and Key Lime Pie. 

The Conch Republic, as some salty 
holdouts from the futile succession 
rTiovement still call it, really is another 
vvorld. Time moves about as quickly as 
a Bahamian cab driver, and you can pull 
gp to many restaurants in a boat. Sailing 
conditions are incredible. As you skim 
across the shallow waters, it is common 
for a dolphin to jump up beside you as 
you carefully eye the giant ray flying 
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beneath you. The water near shore is 
almost always flat and fast, because the 
offshore reef eats up all the wave action, 
but with some guidance from the locals, 
you can be three miles out in the clearest 
dark blue waters imaginable, playing in 
the waves with only the ’cudas as your wit¬ 
ness. Actually, the place is near perfect 
if you can overlook its two minor flaws. 
First is that the native lobster doesn't have 
claws, and second is that the native 
people don't know whether to affiliate 
themselves with rum or Tequila. Solutions 


to major stumbling blocks such as these 
come easily down here. If it’s claws you 
want, eat stone crab. As for the drinking 
problem, the locals simply use rum for the 
mixed drinks, and shoot the Tequila. No 
worries! 

It was here amidst the salt, the lime, 
and the Rum Runners that we chose to 
put this year’s longboards through their 
paces. It's really the perfect place to do 
so. We saw winds from every direction, 
at virtually every velocity, allowing us to 
sail the new crew of boards into the 


ground And if it didn’t blow, there was 
always enough Old Milwaukee and Old 
Milwaukee Light on hand to ease our 
frustrations. It just doesn’t get any better 
than that. 

Race boards, the first group that we 
tested, are truly the manufacturers’ mas¬ 
terpieces the Mona Lisas of sailboards. 
This is evident by the ominous names 
they’re given. The Equipe, the Ultra Cat, 
the Lightning, and the Super Nova, to 
name just a few. You can’t name just any 
board after a star millions of times the size 
of our sun. 

If a manufacturer can put together a 
happening race board, then they them¬ 
selves are probably happening. For a 
successful race board needs all the 
elements of every other good board 
combined into one package The shape 
has got to be hot, the construction must 
be stiff and light, the daggerboard and 
mast track must work to perfection, and 
the straps must be perfectly placed to let 
the rider enjoy and appreciate the rest of 
the work. Research and development 
reach an apex in these hulls, and on the 
good ones, it really shows. 

For Whom the Board Tolls 

One question remains: “Are race 
boards just for racers?" They are de¬ 
signed for races, but considering the type 
of courses and conditions races are held 
in, race boards turn out to tie a logical 
choice for sailors of all skill levels. More 
often than not, races are held with wind 
minimums of eight knots. This means that 
the race board has to make it feasible to 
plane in such light conditions. Since 
these boards have a volume of at least 
200 liters, they can hold a big guy with a 
big sail. However, funboard racers often 
find themselves looking at a serious 20 
plus. So the same board that has to start 
planing in eight knots must also be drawn 
out enough to handle raging planing 
conditions-in comfort. 

Nor are the courses straightforward 
enough to allow a course board to be 
anything but versatile. The upwind leg is 
usually fairly long, favoring those boards 
with big blades, boxy rails, and a fairly 
long flat section as well as some V to cut 
through the chop. Obviously, racers who 
wish to compete in production funboard 
course racing want to be first at the 
weather mark. However, once around 
that point, the race turns into what could 
be called a giant slalom course. In good 
winds, a board with a reduced waterline 
and superior turning ability will be able to 
gain numerous places. Once around the 
last off-the-wind mark, it’s time to head up 
again, and the blade and track had better 
be easy to operate, or you’ll be on your 
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hands and knees trying to retract the 
blade while the other sailors use you for a 
buoy. 

Ultimately, a good race board will be 
properly honed so that it can handle any 
of the variables that arise on the course. 
It then follows that a good race board can 
do everything: from smoking upwind to 
flying off on a screaming reach and into a 
smoking slalom board-type jibe. In the 
Keys, a board that can do everything well 
in all conditions is the perfect board for 
the guy who wants to do everything well in 
every condition. Just one hitch: race 
boards are not the most forgiving of hulls. 
The rails are hard, down, and sharp-they 
can really bang up your shins when you 
fall, and they make the board hard to tack. 
On the other hand, they are the easiest 
boards to get up on a plane and on which 
to learn to use footstraps. With a little 
practice, any sailor can be having maxi¬ 
mum fun on a race board. 

Testing is Not Pretty 

It’s no easy task testing race boards, 
because once you think you've got one 
wired, you make another small adjust¬ 
ment to the daggerboard, skeg, boom 
height, or mast track and the board be¬ 
comes an entirely different beast. Each 
tester took each board out for a serious 
hour of beating, reaching, tacking, and 


jibing. Then, during a later session, we 
took them out again in different condi¬ 
tions than what we experienced on the 
first go-around. This accounted for any 
mood variances the testers may have 
had, as well as condition changes. Both 
times, we jammed the tracks and blades 
just to see how much they could take, and 
then we left the boards baking in the sun 
to see just how stiff the gaskets could get 
Although it's difficult to theorize on dura¬ 
bility over the long haul, three weeks in the 
hot Keys sun made our test team look like 
the California Raisins, so we know the 
boards caught at least some UVs. 

Finding a crew to endure this punish¬ 
ment is not easy. Furthermore, they only 
got to sail longboards for three weeks. 
Luckily, though, we managed to scape 
together an incredible test team. As 
always, our test team is completely in 
touch with the American style of sailing, 
and knows what to look for in a board 
beyond its performance. Good decks, 
comfortable straps, easy-to-work com¬ 
ponents, and solid construction are all 
immensely important to these sailors. 

For our lightweight, we somehow 
managed to secure Barbara Bleakly. 
Barbara, who lives in Key Largo, has 
been windsurfing for something like 12 or 
14 years, and has been on virtually all 
types of equipment. From teak to carbon 


fiber, Barbara knows what she is talking 
about, and her race results prove it. She 
has numerous one-design titles, and 
took second in the last HIHO At 5'6" and 
115 pounds, her comments are best 
suited for the smaller sailor, although she 
notes nuances about the board that 
everyone should pay attention to. 

Next up is Nasser Issa from Omaha, 
Nebraska. Nasser, in his white van, is the 
King of the Roadtrip, traveling across the 
midwest to race. He even made it down 
to Baja for the International Regatta. He 
has spent the last half year or so in the 
Virgin Islands, and enjoyed the warmth 
enough to make Miami his new home. 
Nasser hovers at around 145 pounds, 
but sails with an aggression that displays 
his eight years of sailing experience. His 
comments are insightful, and can be 
helpful for sailors of all sizes; they're 
especially ’‘on" for sailors his size. 

Our “average guy" tester is Charles 
Dasher from Jacksonville, Florida At 
6T and 170 pounds, Charles is about 
average-sized for a male sailor. Dasher 
has been sailing for four years, but is just 
getting into serious racing. Although an 
excellent sailor, his comments best fit the 
needs of the more recreational-minded 
sailor. 

Finally, at 205 pounds, currently liv¬ 
ing in St. Petersburg, Florida, comes Jan 
Paul Nagel. J.P. has extensive race 
experience and impressive results. He's 
won a great many one-design races, and 
was crowned Wayler Worlds champion 
in '86. His most recent triumph was a 
second at the Curacao event last sum¬ 
mer, sailing against some of the world's 
best amateurs in his native waters. J.P. 
has the skill to get any board going fast 
in any winds, and he can really tell if the 
package is suited for a heavyweight. 

Once again, we brought in Technical 
Editor Pat LeMehaute and his hydraulic 
test unit. Refer to the March issue for 
details on how the device works, but with 
it, we were able to weigh boards to within 
an accuracy of .05 of a pound. If the 
weights look a little heavy, it's because 
we weighed them “as sailed," which in¬ 
cludes straps, skeg, and daggerboard. 
Volume was also determined using the 
HTD, as well as stiffness. For these tests, 
we added a new measure: impact resis¬ 
tance. By supporting the board on the 
HTD’s aluminum frame, and applying 
hydraulic pressure to the deck of the 
board with a 3/8" diameter bolt, the com¬ 
puter took readings off the load cells until 
a puncture resulted. This is the true test 
of durability; but I must say, it did get 
ugly. 

Remember, the vital statistics are the 
only objective part of the tests. As far as 
determining the exact speed of the 
board, we are not as accurate as Pat's 
computer. All the testers can do is give 
you a feel for the feel of the board, and 
help you decide which is right for you. 




Board 

Weight Impact Price 

Length Width Volume asSailed Stiffness Resistance Hull only 


Cobra Race 385 

12 7‘ 

26.25* 

2391. 

34.6 lbs. 

1st 121 lbs. 

9th 840 psi 

$1,575 

F2 Lightning Race 

12’4- 

25* 

2071. 

30.4 lbs. 

5th 75 lbs. 

3rd 2150 psi 

1,395 

Fanatic Ultra Cat 

12’ 4* 

25.50* 

2141. 

31.9 lbs. 

4th 101 lbs. 

7th 1530 psi 

1.425 

HiFly Super Nova 

12' 

25.50* 

2091. 

39.8 lbs. 

9th 33 lbs. 

2nd 2310 psi 

— 

Klepper 370 

12’ 2* 

26.50* 

2221. 

38.8 lbs. 

8th 64 lbs. 

1st 2760 psi 

— 

Mistral Equipe 

12- 3“ 

25.50* 

2081. 

29.5 lbs. 

3rd 103 ibs. 

5th 1780 psi 

1,495 

O'Brien Epoxy 

irir 

26.00* 

2111. 

32.3 lbs. 

7th 71 Ibs. 

8th 1060 psi 

999 

Sailboard 375 

12’ 4- 

26.00* 

2311. 

35.9 lbs. 

5th 75 Ibs. 

6th 1665 psi 

869 

Seatrend 124 

12'4- 

25.50* 

2281. 

39.3 lbs. 

2nd 104 Ibs. 

4th 1930 psi 

1,172 
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MISTRAL EQUIPE 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

Now in its third year, the Equipe is the 
standard in race board performance, and 
is designed for the intermediate and ad¬ 
vanced boardsailor who wants to race 
competitively in production or open 
events. Smooth, fast, and easy to jibe, the 
Equipe handles a wide range of condi¬ 
tions with ease. Its special blend of 
carbon glass and resin makes it stiff, light, 
and durable. 

Barbara Bleakly: All around, the 
Equipe feels very responsive and com¬ 
fortable for someone of my size. When 
planing, the bow gets up far enough that 
the board behaves more like a 
shortboard than a race board. The lower 
volume in the tail could work against a 
heavyweight who really cares about sail¬ 
ing in light air, but it still gets me planing 
in anything over 10 knots, and it is control¬ 
lable in high winds. The forward straps 
could be moved farther aft to enhance the 
Equipe's performance. The only real 
problem with the Equipe is that the 
daggerboard should be bigger for light- 
air upwind work. Otherwise, the Equipe 
scores “10s" nearly across the board. 
Nasser Issa: The Equipe feels like a 
controllable thoroughbred. It gets up on 
a plane immediately and holds its course 
with minimum effort from the sailor. It is 
super fast off the wind, and goes even 


MISTRAL EQUIPE 

Best Features 

Top-end speed 
All-around sailing 
comfort 

Worst Features 

None 


faster as the wind increases, since it 
remains under control. Jibing, however, 
requires a skilled effort to distribute body 
weight and sail power. This is a result of 
the boxy rail shape. Jibing this board 
reminds me of power sliding a Porshe 911 
through a turn Its windward ability is 
great in stronger winds, but the Equipe 
needs a larger daggerboard and skeg for 
lighter winds. The rig is nice and light, is 
powerful, and is still fast during jibes. For 
me, the Equipe is the most enjoyable 
board of the bunch. 

Charles Dasher: The Equipe is one of 
the most exciting boards in this size 
range. Once the wind hits 12, this board 
is up and planing. In both light and heavy 
winds, the Equipe screams off the wind 
with incredible liveliness. Going upwind 
is just as enjoyable as sailing on a reach. 
Using the weather strap and slightly rail¬ 
ing up the board, the Equipe points 
unbelievably well. The footstraps are 
both comfortable and seem durable. 
Furthermore, the 6.8m2 Race sail 
matched the high performance of the 
hull. The main problem here is that the 
deck is slightly slick. Overall, the Equipe 
is a great board for the sailor who wants 
to go fast on an extremely lively board in 
winds of 12 knots and up. 

Jan Paul Nagel: The Equipe is a very 
good racing board for a big guy if the 
wind blows. The board definitely needs 
wind. Jibes are great for someone used 
to a race board, but a newcomer may find 
them difficult to execute. Upwind, the 
board tracks very well in breezes over 15 
knots, but could use a bigger blade. 
Speed off the wind is great, but 12 knots 
is not enough for a heavier sailor. This 


Length: 12‘3’ 

Width: 25.5- 
Volume: 208 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 452 lbs. Salt: 

466 lbs. 

Weight: 29.5 lbs. 

Stiffness: 3rd (103 lbs. for .5" deflection) 
Impact Resistance: 5th (1,780 psi) 
Bottom Shape: Quadro-concave 
Construction: LCS/XR (Composite) 
Warranty. One year 

Price: $2,095 with choice of 7.6, 6.8, or 
6.2 m2 Race rig 
Hull only: $1,495 


board needs a steady 15; above that, it 
becomes even better. 

SUMMARY: 

Well into its third season, the Equipe 
remains a serious contender for top hon¬ 
ors in the race board category. The 
testers just could not find any real prob¬ 
lems with this board. Weighing in as the 
lightest board in the group, we found its 
acceleration excellent, which, of course, 
is of interest to the racer. Yet this board is 
so comfortable to sail, it is optimum for the 
recreational sailor who wants to enter the 
realm of racing. The Equipe is slightly on 
the small side for a race board, and 
therefore was especially enjoyed by the 
lightweight testers. What is unusual, 
though, is that it does not seem to suffer 
too badly in light winds. For racing, 
everyone agreed that a larger dagger- 
board and a high-lift skeg would milk the 
optimum performance out of this hull. As 
usual with Mistral components and rig¬ 
ging, everything works well, which is a 
bonus for people looking for no-hassle 
rigging and sailing. For racing or just 
cruising, this board is highly satisfying. 


! 


,! 
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COBRA RACE 385 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The Cobra Race 385 is a dedicated 
course racing board designed for up¬ 
wind performance and broad reaching 
speed. Designed by Swedish World Cup 
shaper Guy Lilljgren, the Race 385 fea¬ 
tures a five-panel bottom and hard rails 
for superb pointing and excellent water 
release. The Cobra epoxy sandwich con¬ 
struction ensures lightweight perform¬ 
ance and a level of durability not often 
found in exotic race boards. 

Barbara Bleakly: The Cobra Race 
feels fast in all directions in light to mod¬ 
erate conditions, but this board is too 
large for someone of my size. At my 
weight, the extra volume this hull offers 
gives me no real advantage over a 
smaller board in 12 to 15 knots. The 
footstrap positioning on this board was 
uncomfortable for me. They were posi¬ 
tioned much too wide for my 5'6' height, 
and I felt “sprawled” out on reaches. As 


COBRA RACE 385 

Best Features 

High stability 
Quickness to plane 
Light-air 
performance 

Worst Features 

Strap placement 

Slick deck 
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but after spending some time on the 
board, my skepticism disappeared Sail-, 
ing off the wind, the Cobra feels really fast, 
but not too lively. Pointing up was quick 
and easy once I got comfortable using the 
weather straps, which are placed right on 
the edge of the deck. The large blade and 
extremely boxy rails give this board the 
ability to point high. The real surprise is 
how well this board pbes. It carves a 
much easier jibe than I would ever expect 
of a board with lines this straight. The 
Cobra Race is a happening race board 
for light air or heavyweights. 

Jan Paul Nagel: The Cobra is very fast 
upwind. This is due mostly to the coffin 
shape and nice-sized blade this board 


STATISTICS 




Length. 127' 

Width- 26.25' 

Volume: 239 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 493 lbs. Salt 

508 lbs. 

Weight: 34.6 lbs. 

Stiffness: 1st (121 lbs. for .5'deflec¬ 
tion) 

Impact Resistance: 9th (840 psi) 
Bottom Shape: Five-panel 
Construction: Epoxy/PVC sandwich 
Warranty: One year 
Price: Hull only. $1,575 


its, the deck is slippery 
;k has too much friction 
ut the hull is very stiff, 
hrough waves going 
h this board sails very 
I, the daggerboard 
generate enough lift to 
>ard up. Overall, this 
iably be much better for 


offers. For me, the straps should be set 
differently, and the board comes with only 
one back strap. In addition, it seems very 
slippery. Turning is surprisingly easy, 
and the 385 is fairly fast off the wind. With 
minor changes to the straps and deck, I 
could definitely recommend this board to 
heavy people because of its volume. It is 
a very floaty board that is perfect for 
course racing in winds less than 20 knots. 

SUMMARY: 
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Call it unusual, or perhaps progressive, 
but the fact is, this board works. Aestheti¬ 
cally, the Cobra Race does not have flow¬ 
ing lines. Its rails are thick and boxy, the 
deck is flat, and the board is very wide. It 
looks as though it is made for light air, and 
our tests generally confirm that. It is very 
quick to plane, but what is more impres¬ 
sive is how well the board turns and per¬ 
forms in very light air just above planing 
speeds. All the testers were impressed 
with how easily the board planes through 
jibes. It is extremely stable, and once it 
gets tracking, it wants to stay tracking. 
Obviously, we recommend this board 
especially for big and tall sailors, but with 
some modifications to the footstrap posi¬ 
tioning, this could be the surprise race 
board for the season in light to moderate 
conditions for any sailor heavier than the 
lightweights. 
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F2 LIGHTNING RACE 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

In seven to 10 knots of wind, the Light¬ 
ning Race is already planing, and “holes" 
in the wind seem non-existent. Redis¬ 
cover the delights of sailing on a long- 
board! With an F2 Lightning Race, you 
are equipped as well as a World Cup con¬ 
testant. All details have been perfected. 
The mast track is reliable and adjustable 
to six positions, the daggerboard has a 
smooth operating pivot with a new, snug, 
but flexible gasket system. The foot¬ 
straps offer a high level of comfort and the 
finbox is of aluminum for maximum 
strength. 

Barbara Bleakly: Generally, the stock 
components on this hull are a pleasure to 
operate. They work efficiently enough to 


F2 LIGHTNING RACE 

Best Features 

Liveliness 

Jibing ability 
Top-end speed 

Worst Features 

None 


allow someone with minimum experience 
to use them effectively. The hull itself 
excels to windward-especially with the 
large light-air carbon blade. This is a well- 
balanced board which is good for all 
levels of expertise. The hull is also very 
lightweight. Jibing this board takes some 
practice, but this is the kind of hull that 
takes practice to get turns wired. 
Nasser Issa: I enjoyed riding this 
board in stronger winds. Its good jibing 
ability and easy-to-sail rig make it a fun 
high-wind course board. However, it is a 
bit difficult to get used to the “rolliness” of 
the board in chop and while sailing to 
windward. I had difficulty finding the right 
heeling angle of the board and keeping 
the board from railing up without retract¬ 
ing the blade somewhat. Going upwind 
in light winds, however, the board seems 
steadier and quite fast. The board is light 
and stiff, giving it an all-around lively feel, 
but it requires constant shifting of body 
weight and foot steering while on a 
straight reach. 

Charles Dasher: Light is a good ad- 


jective to use when describing the F2 
Lightning This board is very fast and 
responsive, which seems to stem from its 
stiffness and light weight. Heading up in 
lighter air, the Lightning was fast, but as 
the wind increased the board wanted to 
roll up a bit too much. Jibing, though, is 
a dream. The daggerboard is very easy 
to use while sailing and the footstraps are 
quite comfortable. The "all-clear” rig was 
fun to use while providing great visibility. 
The P2 Lightning is a super light and 
responsive board that is a blast to sail. 
Jan Paul Nagel: When the wind blows, 
this board is great. I really like the large 



Length: 124- 
Width: 25- 
Volume: 207 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 381 lbs. Salt: 
392 lbs. 

Weight* 30.4 lbs. 

Stiffness: 5th (75 lbs. for .5’ deflection) 
Impact Resistance: 3rd (2,150 psi) 
Bottom Shape: Triple-concave 
Construction. Epoxy-Carbon-Lite (ECL) 
Warranty: One year 
Price: Hull only. $1,395 
Complete with Power Control Race Rig 
$2,150 


daggerboard for sailing upwind in mod¬ 
erate conditions, and the smaller blade 
works well for high winds. In light air, this 
board is not so good for heavyweights 
because the tail tends to sink. The hull 
feels very stiff, and it slices through chop 
with ease. The straps are well placed, 
and the track works great. This is one of 
the most complete race boards out there, 
but for a heavyweight, it needs some wind 
to start performing. 

SUMMARY: 

This is what a race board is supposed to 
be. Hard boxy rails, stiff, light construc¬ 
tion, and state-of-the-art shape. F2 has 
brought together all the good features of 
every race board on the market, and has 
added some nice innovations to boot. 
The daggerboard system is revolutionary 
in that it is easy to control tension while 
maintaining a tight fit. The finbox is 
deeper, and, most likely, a lot stronger, so 
holding a large high-lift fin should be no 
problem. !n fact, this is really a no-fault 
package. This board may be a little 
touchy to sail-it rails up easily and turns 
remarkably quickly. The light weight 
gives the board a great lively feeling off 
the wind. While the board may sacrifice 
a bit on the low end, its top-end speed is 
very impressive. The workmanship on 
this board is impeccable, from the razor- 
sharp rails to the super-comfortable 
deck. This board is a winner. 
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HIFLY SUPER NOVA 


Upwind, the board needs a bigger blade, 
but when the wind is blowing, it really 
goes. In light air it feels fairly floaty, but it’s 
too heavy to get up in winds under about 
13 knots. The 7.2 Gaastra rig is impres¬ 
sive. It handles nicely in the stronger 
winds. Unfortunately, this board is just 
too heavy to be really raceable. 

SUMMARY: 

This is a true race board, but it's in the 
guise of a recreational board. All the 
testers agree that the shape of this board 
is geared toward performance, but the 
plastic construction holds it back. On the 
other hand, considering its size, con¬ 
struction, and durability, this board has a 
very reasonable weight and beautiful, 
clean, hard rails unlike any we have ever 
before seen on a blow-molded board. 
The rails give it excellent water release 
capabilities. The only fault we could find 
with this board is with its jibing ability. To 
get it to plane all the way through the turn, 
it has to be much windier than we ex- 
pected. Its speed and ride are predict¬ 


able, and the rig is very competitive, al¬ 
though the sail could use a stiffer mast. 
This board is built to last, from the new, 
deeper finbox to the nearly impact-resis¬ 
tant deck. Overall, we can recommend 
this board for the sailor who wants the 
raciest recreational board around, but it 
probably won’t lead the pack around the 
race course. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 12' 

Width: 25.5- 

Volume: 209 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 422 lbs. Salt: 

435 lbs. 

Stiffness: 9th (33 lbs. for .5* deflection) 

Impact Resistance: 2nd (2,310 psi) 

Bottom Shape: Double-concave 

Construction: Blow-molded 

polypropylene 

Warranty: One year 

Price: $895 with Speedline RAF rig 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

This is a full-sized race board designed 
to be sailed in winds of 11 Knots and up 
It's modestly priced, yet features sharp 
planing rails, a mast track, and a high- 
performance rig. The hull shape was 
conceived in 1987, so it features the 
latest in race board design. 

Barbara Bleakly: This high-volume 
board maintains speed fairly well through 
lulls, but because of its flexibility and 
weight, it is not good for competitive 
racing. Of course, it is a good board for 
a larger, less experienced sailor who is 
interested in a carefree board with a race 
board shape. It is extremely stable and 
does fairly well in light air, but in high 
winds and chop, it's harder to control. 
The straps are comfortable, the deck is 
great, and the components generally 
work well. This is a board for the sailor 
who wants all the "bells and whistles" in 
components and light-air fun. 

Nasser Issa: The Super Nova has the 
outline and shape of a winner. Its per¬ 
formance in high wind, however, is not up 
to the level of its advanced shape be¬ 
cause of the material it is constructed 
with. In choppy conditions, the board is 
soft going to windward, and does not get 
up on a plane too early. However, the 
board is a lot of fun while sailing on 
reaches and off the wind. Surprisingly, 
the weight and non-skid are both very 
good considering that it's a plastic board. 
Overall, it is a fun board to sail, and can 
very easily hold its own against boards of 
similar construction. 

Charles Dasher: The Super Nova 
works best in moderate winds. In very 
light air, it is too heavy to get planing in 
winds of less than 12 knots, and in high 
winds, it is too flexible to be at its best. 
However, in its range, this board is fairly 
quick sailing off the wind. Jibing the 
Super Nova is a bit difficult. It seems to 
stall halfway through its jibe if you do not 
concentrate all the way through the 
maneuver. Upwind, its flexibility through 
the chop seems to dampen its overall 
speed. The footstraps and non-skid both 
worked well, and the external camber- 
induced sail is powerful and easy to rig. 
This is a good recreational product for 
someone on a budget. 

Jan Paul Nagel: On a reach in moder¬ 
ate to heavy winds, this board seems to 
plane very well. Although you can feel its 
flexibility, it is fairly fast off the wind. 


HIFLY SUPER NOVA 

Best Features 

Worst Features 

Durability 

Flexibility 

Stability 

Jibing ability 
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FANATIC ULTRA CAT 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The Ultra Cat for 1988 has been “tuned 
up” from the 1987 model. Generous 
volume in the nose and sharper rails, 
along with the “v" shaped bottom, allow 
the Ultra Cat to sail extremely high to 
windward. The board easily finds the 
ideal heel angle for best windward per¬ 
formance due to its tucked-under edges. 
The double concaves diminish toward 
the tail and help channel lift generated in 
the nose to let the board plane early and 
keep it planing longer. The mast track 
and centerboard box have been moved 
back two inches to allow the Ultra Cat to 
attain higher off-the-wind speeds than 
ever before. Taking full advantage of the 
thin, hard tail rails, this race board 
achieves the maneuverability and feel of 
a funboard. 

Barbara Bleakly: The Ultra Cat, 
though somewhat unstable at high 
speeds, has a very lively and responsive 
feeling whether maneuvering or speed 
sailing. The high-lift blade gives it great 
upwind speed and railing ability. The 
footstrap placement is well aft, which, 
combined with its narrow tail, allows 


FANATIC ULTRA CAT 

Best Features 

All-around per¬ 
formance 

Ught, stiff, carbon 
daggerboard 

Worst Features 

None 


someone of my size to get the bow high 
enough for fast reaching speeds. The 7.2 
ART sail had a narrow range for comfort¬ 
ablesailing. Its draft seemed to shift back 
easily, causing the sail to overpower me 
very easily for its size. However, the 
components are nice, with the exception 
of the deck, which could be improved. 
Nasser Issa: This is one of those true 
race boards that is also extremely fun to 
sail. It is very stiff and planes early. The 
Ultra Cat is very good upwind, partly due 
to the full-sized carbon daggerboard and 
skeg it comes with. It is easy to find the 
right heeling angle, it sails high to wind¬ 
ward, and maintains speed fairly well 
getting there. Also, its tucked-under rails 
make the board loose to jibe. On the other 
hand, the softer rails make the board less 
stable in chop during high speed 
reaches, and its wider tail makes it some¬ 
what bouncy while carving jibes. Also, for 
my weight it requires exaggerated body 
weight shifting to sink jibe it. The rig is 
powerful, but a bit heavy. The clamp-on 
boom to mast connection is efficient for 
rigging, but the support arms are soft, 
which is readily apparent when pumping. 
Charles Dasher: Ultra is an appropri¬ 
ate word for this board. The Cat is ultra¬ 
fun and ultra-fast. Sailing off the wind, the 
UltraCat comes alive with speed. The 
large carbon race blade makes heading 
up a quick trip to ii ie mark. One of the 
main highlights of this board surfaces 
when it's time to jibe. I found the Ultra Cat 
to turn with the feel of a much smaller 


board. The straps and deck both proved 
to hold well The ART 7.2 race slalom is 
nice and powerful, and I really liked the 
clamp-on boom that makes rigging a 
breeze. One slight problem with the Ultra 


SiMTISiTIC-S 


Length: 12'4' 

Width- 25.5' 

Volume: 214 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 441 lbs. Salt- 
454 lbs. 

Weight: 31.9 lbs 

Stiffness. 4th (101 lbs for .5" deflec¬ 
tion) 

Impact Resistance: 7th (1,530 psi) 

Bottom Shape. Double-concave 
Construction: Ultra-light EPS foam core/ 
carbon epoxy 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,425 hull only, $2,525 com¬ 
plete with 7.2, or $2,505 with 6.5m2 race 
slalom rig __ 

Cat is that the large race blade sticks up 
above the deck; it's easy to step on while 
sailing in lighter air. The Fanatic Ultra Cat 
is great for both the competitive racer and 
the recreational sailor who wants a high- 
performance board. 

Jan Paul Nagel: This is one of the 
finest boards that I've sailed. The big 
blade makes it go upwind very quickly, 
the straps are great, the deck is not slip¬ 
pery at all, and the track works smoothly. 
It gets on a plane fast and on reaches in 
moderate winds, it is fast and has enough 
flotation to get you through the holes. On 
carving jibes, this board maintains speed 
nicely, and it even tacks well. For my 
weight, this board needs at least 10 to 12 
knots for races. The only thing I do not 
really like is the sail, because the cam¬ 
bers did not seem to rotate all the way 
through. 

SUMMARY: 

Fanatic has done it! They improved 
upon the already fine Ultra Cat of '87. By 
moving the track and daggerboard back, 
our testers noticed an improvement in 
both turning and off-the-wind speed. 
Although the bottom shape is a decep¬ 
tively simple double concave, it seems to 
excel on all points of sail. What is most 
unique, we found, is that the Ultra Cat is 
not only extremely competitive, but also 
relatively forgiving for the non-racer. 
While its volume proved to be a little high 
for the smaller testers, its fine compo- 
nenty and construction make controlling 
the Ultra Cat no problem. The rig is also 
a nice piece of work; the clamp-on booms 
are the high point of the package. To sum 
it up, this is a package that we can enthu¬ 
siastically recommend for any sailor, al¬ 
though the non-competitor may want to 
get the smaller daggerboard. 
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LEETWOOD establishes a new 
level in performance boardsailing 
equipment by introducing its 
Super Slalom E-9 Universal. This 
low-profile universal is made from 6061 
E-9 aluminum - the highest quality 
material presently available. 

An inherent characteristic of this 
material is its high tensile strength, 
making the new Fleetwood universal 
stronger than its heavier competitors. 

The hard anodized, aluma-printed finish 
reflects the quality and durability built 
into this hot new release from 
Fleetwood for 1988. 

For more information or the name of the 
Fleetwood dealer nearest you, call 
1-800-251-5222. In California, call 
1-800-242-3360. 

200 27th Street • Sacramento, CA • 95816 
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KLEPPER 370 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

Developments to the 370 include much 
greater stiffness, sharper bottom defini¬ 
tion, and new footstrap placement. The 
result is quicker planing and higher top 
speeds both on and off the wind. A new 
World Cup-style daggerboard should 
soon be available to make the 370 the 
most competitive production race board 
in light to moderate conditions. 

Barbara Bleakly: Overall, theKlepper 
370 feels somewhat heavy, but is ex¬ 
tremely stable. It handles well in a wide 
variety of conditions, but doesn't excel in 
any particular direction or wind speed. Its 
larger volume and wide dimensions 
make it a great board for light air or for a 
larger person who isn't necessarily inter¬ 
ested in top-level competition. For some¬ 
one my size, the bow feels “glued' 1 to the 
water at higher wind speeds, which is to 
say that it never really feels like it lets 
loose. Overall, the components really 
complement the board. The sail is RAF, 
making it better for recreational sailors, 
the daggerboard functions easily, and 


KLEPPER 370 

Best Features 

Light-air 

performance 

Graphics 

Worst Features 

Flexibility 

Spiral boom 
extensions 


the deck is great. What is especially good 
about this board is how easily it jibes. 
Even at lower speeds it is possible to 
carve through a turn. 

Nasser Issa: This is one of the best 
light-wind racing boards in the bunch. It 
is extremely stable, sails very fast on 
reaches and upwind, and, despite its 
boxy rails, the board carves jibes in very 
little wind without catching its rails. 
However, the board is not stiff enough for 
its size. Going upwind in strong winds 
and chop, the board seems to vibrate. 
Nonetheless, the Klepper maintains a 
very competitive edge going upwind. Its 
flexibility makes the board require more 
wind to plane. Finally, in strong winds, the 
tail is too floaty to offer real control. The 
RAF Speedline sail is very powerful, and 
the rest of the rig is good with the excep¬ 
tion of the spiral boom extension. It re¬ 
quires that you count spirals on each side 
to ensure your booms are at the same 
length. Overall, the board is extremely 
stable and definitely competitive in lighter 
winds. However, it’s a bit floaty for some¬ 
one of my size in stronger winds. 
Charles Dasher: The Klepper 370 
race board is a good unit for light winds. 
The 6.9 makes it easy to plane and it’s fast 
off the wind, but the 370 has a bouncy 
ride-probably because it has a thick bow. 
Heading up is average as far as speed 
goes, but the board does point extremely 


high. If it were stiffer, its upwind speed 
would be excellent. The daggerboard 
and track work well, but the deck is 
somewhat slippery. Overall, I enjoyed 
sailing the 370, although it is not too lively 
because it is flexible and is moderately 
heavy. 

Jan Paul Nagel: Overall, I think this is 
a very good board for heavyweights. It 
maintains speed pretty well through the 
holes, and is very responsive once up on 
a plane. The mast track is nice, the straps 
and deck are good, but it needs a bigger 
daggerboard for racing and optimum 
upwind mobility. Tacking this board is 
somewhat difficult due to its extremely 
hard and boxy rails, but, surprisingly, 
jibes are no problem. This board is best 



Length- 12'2" 

Width: 26.5' 

Volume: 222 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 452 lbs. Salt: 

456 lbs. 

Weight: 38.8 lbs. 

Stiffness. 8th (64 lbs. for .5‘ deflection) 
Impact Resistance: 1st (2,760 psi) 
Bottom Shape: Quadro-concave 
Construction. Epoxy foam sandwich 
polycarbonate skin. PU core 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $2,035 w/Ultra Speed rig 


sailed in moderate winds, using a big sail, 
because it is stable and offers excep¬ 
tional flotation. 

SUMMARY: 

For light air, this is an excellent design. 
It is extremely thick, and has perfectly 
hard rails. When there is no chop, this 
board really glides over the water with re¬ 
markable comfort and ppeed. However, 
as soon as some large chop develops, 
this hull loses a little of its edge. With so 
much flotation in the bow, the Klepper is 
excellent for carrying a large sail and 
blowing by people in the 10- to 15-knot 
range, but with this much weight up front 
and its flexibility, the nose really pounds 
through the chop. This aside, the Klepper 
truly excels. Carving jibes is remarkably 
easy, and the graphics are among the 
best in the industry. The accompanying 
rig is fine for the recreational sailor, but 
rigged on an epoxy mast, the RAF sail just 
doesn’t have the power or speed needed 
for the race course. The booms are easy 
to tie and adjust, but the spiral adjustment 
is only held tight by outhaul tension, and 
during heavy pumping, we noticed the 
leeward side of the boom end sliding. 
This hull, though, is capable of pulling 
some surprises on the race course in light 
winds. 
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MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The Seatrend 124 is a full volume, large 
displacement, course racing board. It is 
designed with lakes and waterways 
coast to coast in mind. The 124 is de¬ 
signed to perform best in eight to 16 
knots, and has sharp, hard rails, maxi¬ 
mum surface area, and a quad-concave 
bottom for full windward ability. It was 
designed to perform as an all-around, 
multi-dimensional medium- to light-air 
board that balances all facets of course 
racing, including early planing, strong 
upwind ability, responsive jibing, and 
good off-the-wind speed. The mast track 
is a world-class design by Larry Tuttle, 
and the straps and fin are of the highest 
quality available. 

Barbara Bleakly: This board really 
has potential Once the bugs are worked 
out of the track and daggerboard sys¬ 
tems, this should be a real performer. The 
straps could be closer together for my 
stance, especially in higher winds, the 
track is sticky, and the daggerboard 
needs a softer gasket to make movement 
easier. However, this board is a lot of fun 
to sail. It feels heavier than I think a 
competitive race board should be, but I 
like its maneuverability, except when 
tacking. Its large volume makes the 
board fun in light air, but it feels like a giant 
to me in anything over 15 knots. 

Nasser Issa: I was somewhat disap¬ 
pointed in the performance of the 
Seatrend 124. It is not nearly as light as 
it should be, and, therefore, its liveliness 
suffers. It does well on all points of sail, 
though, performing best to windward. In 
fact, the most impressive feature of this 
board is its speed and tracking ability 
upwind. For me, it is a bit catchy on the 
jibes. The daggerboard adjustment was 
definitely a problem. The gasket is too 
stiff, and the design of the daggerboard 
tip makes adjustment difficult. The 
Seatrend performs better than average, 
but it is not light and lively enough. 
Charles Dasher: The Seatrend 124 is 
a really fun race board. The board feels 
very fast and responsive off the wind, and 
beating upwind is quick and easy in 
winds over 12 to 14 knots. Cutting 
through chop is a blast. I found this board 
a bit unstable when tacking, but jibing is 
much easier. The non-skid and the foot¬ 
straps are both top-notch. The main 
drawback to this board is definitely the 


SEATREND 124 

Best Features 

Worst Features 

Ease of sailing 

Daggerboard 

Speed upwind 

operation 

through chop 

Heavy weight 


SEATREND 124 


operation of the daggerboard. The thick 
gasket and knob design make it almost 
impossible to adjust the blade with your 
feet. These problems aside, the Seatrend 
124 is a great, fun race board. 

Jan Paul Nagel: I like the Seatrend in 
moderate winds. Upwind, this board 
seems to be very fast. One disappoint¬ 
ment is that the board is so heavy it drops 
off a plane quickly once you hit a hole. For 
my weight, this board doesn't really come 
alive until 14 knots or so, but it sails very 
well at that speed. This board carves fun 
jibes, but retracting the blade is almost 
impossible. The track was difficult to use, 
but the strap positioning is good, except 
for the pointing straps, which are not 
close enough to the rail. Overlooking 
these faults, the hull is very stiff, making it 
good through chop, and this board is very 
fun and fast when the wind blows a 
steady 15 knots or higher. 

SUMMARY: 

This board has an excellent feel to it, 
but it doesn't live up to the manufacturer’s 
light-air expectations-probably as a re¬ 
sult of the hull's weight. The testers agree 
that the board's best point of sail is going 
upwind, and we believe this board can 
compete very well in moderate winds and 
heavy chop. The heeling angle is easy to 
lock into, but the pointing straps are set 


too far inward to offer optimium control. 
This board has quite a bit of volume, 
which is excellent for heavyweights and 
big sails. In addition, we found this board 
quite easy to sail. For a beginner looking 
to enter the race board market, this is an 
excellent board, but for a competitive 
racer who sails in gusty, unpredictable 
conditions, this hull does not offer suffi¬ 
cient acceleration-even though it has a 
good top-end speed. The construction of 
this hull is very stiff and solid-feeling, and 
we understand that Seatrend has since 
replaced the faulty gasket with a more 
supple design, which should make this 
board even more enjoyable to sail. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 12’4‘ 

Width: 25.5- 
Volume: 228 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 464 lbs. Salt: 
478 lbs. 

Weight: 39.3 lbs. 

Stiffness: 2nd (104 lbs. for .5’ deflec¬ 
tion) 

Impact Resistance: 4th (1,930 psi) 
Bottom Shape: Quad-concave 
Construction: Styrene core w/T beam 
center stringer 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,172 
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Length: 12'4“ 

Width 26“ 

Volume: 231 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh- 474 lbs. Salt 
488 lbs. 

Weight- 35 9 lbs. 

Stiffness: 5th (75 lbs. for 5" deflection) 
Impact Resistance: 6th (1,665 psi) 
Bottom Shape: Single*to-double-con- 
cave with chined rails 
Construction: Carbon composite 
Warranty- One year 
Price: $1,195 w/6.3 RAF Slalom; 

$1,295 w/RAF Speed, 

$1,095 w/ 6.0 RAF Slalom 
$869 hull only 


SAILBOARD 375 TDC 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The 375 TDC is an exacting world-class 
board with unlimited possibilities for all 
regatta sailors. Quick in light air and very 
controllable in high winds, the 375 TDC 
planes off quickly and sails upwind with 
ease due to its hard boxy rails and light 
weight. Whether you’re into light-air tour¬ 
ing or world-class competition, this board 
offers excellent performance, fast reach¬ 
ing, trouble-free high-speed turns, early 
planing, and excellent stability. Con¬ 
structed using TD Carbon composite 
technology, the 375 TDC is super-light, 
super-stiff, and super-unbeatable. 
Barbara Bleakly: This board just feels 
too big for me. In addition, I find it unre¬ 
sponsive and difficult to get up on a 
plane. Although it is quite stable, the 
design seems a bit outdated as it does 
not respond to foot steering. Still, the 
board is stiff and it tracks well. I can’t 
really recommend this board for racing, 
but perhaps for someone heavier than me 
it would work better. I did enjoy the rig; the 


SAILB0ARD375TDC 

Best Feature 

High Volume 

Worst Feature 

Turning in chop 


able grip. The sail felt balanced. 
Nasser Issa: The Sailboard 375 TDC is 
a fairly stiff and light board. It has good 
speed to windward when sailing on flat 
water. However, because of the low 
amount of scoop, the board tends to go 
through the waves rather than over them. 
However, by sliding the track back, it’s 
easier to sail through the chop, but this 
reduces its upwind ability slightly. The 
components on the board are very good, 
especially the daggerboard well gasket, 
which is smooth-working and soft enough 
to ensure its longevity. The sail that 
comes with the board is an RAF design 
that is powerful and easy to rig. Overall, 
the 375 TDC is a fun and fast package for 
those who are not looking for an all-out 
race board, but want a fast multi-purpose 
board. 

Charles Dasher: The Sailboard 375 
TDC is a fun board, but not necessarily a 
competitive one in top-level races. Sail¬ 
ing off the wind is quick, but I could not 
jibe this board very easily in chop. Going 
upwind the Sailboard 375 TDC is moder¬ 
ately fast, and tacking is no problem due 
to the ample volume in the bow. The 
board is very stable but it feels flexible 
through chop. The Neil Piyde 6.3 sail that 
accompanies the board is powerful and 
easy to control. I think this board will be 


good for the recreational sailor looking for 
a fast general-purpose board. 

Jan Paul Nagel: My impression of this 
board is that it's fairly good in moderate 
wind conditions. If you keep your weight 
centered on the board, it goes through 
holes easily. Upwind, though, the 375 
TDC is only fair, but I think with a bigger 
blade it would do much better. The 
straps, track, and stiffness of this board 


are all very good. This board has a lot of 
volume, so it's stable for the heavyweight, 
but it doesn’t really plane too early. It 
could use a little more volume in the tail 
area, but overall, this board is great for 
heavyweights. 

SUMMARY: 

With the second highest volume of all 
the race boards, this board predictably 
performed better for the heavyweight 
testers. Although no member of the team 
believes the board would be competitive 
in top-level races, it still performs like a 
race board, and features all the versatility 
a race board has to offer. We had some 
problems with the weather strap place¬ 
ment, but the hull seems to go upwind 
fairly well. Two interesting aspects of this 
board are its rocker line and thickness 
flow. This board has little, perhaps even 
negative, rocker. This makes it carry well 
through lulls, and plane up quickly in light 
air, but in chop and high winds, this 
makes for a rough ride. This board is thick 
forward, then tapers down to a moder¬ 
ately thin tail. This allows the sailor to 
carry a lot of sail (weight) up front, yet its 
thin tail provides better hold at high 
speeds than would be expected. The 
Weichhart booms and mast are very 
impressive, and the Pryde RAF is fun and 
light to sail. With a hot daggerboard, we 
could recommend this board to racers. 
As is, however, this board is better suited 
for an aggressive heavyweight funboard 
sailor who wants to get maximum speed 
out of a recreational board. 
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Made in Hawaii 


Designed By Brian Hinde 


Tested in 
Hawaii for 
IV2 Years. 


Stop or repair 
this problem with 
our 2 systems. 


Open Ocean Products 

U.S.A. 1-800-367-8047 ext. 518 
Canada 1-800-423-8733 ext. 518 
Japan 00-3111-1027 ext. 518 
Australia 00-14-800-125569 ext. 518 
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A good time will be had by all who subscribe to WindRider!ftie\y issue is a fact- 
packed feast of windsurfing instruction, equipment reviews, WindRiderRowd Tests, and 
colorful regatta coverage. 

Plus get rib tickling stories, cutting edge technology, and cool water, hot action 
photography. 

. WindRider :A^guaranteed good time. Subscribe now! One year is $11.97 for 8 fat 
issues. Save $8 off the newstand price. 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery ot first 
issue. Canada and Mexico add $5 for post¬ 
age. All other foreign countries add $10. 
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O'BRIEN EPOXY LITE G.S. 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The 1988 Epoxy Lite G.S. is lighter and 
stronger than before. The hull's amazing 
stiffness is a result of the epoxy T beam 
stringer running the full length of the hull 
connecting the deck to the bottom. The 
bottom surface is now prefinished to a 
race-ready state, and the '88 graphics 
are bright and racy. The Epoxy Lite G.S. 
is the fastest race board to windward, and 
is designed to be smooth-riding and 
controllable when sailing off the wind. 
Barbara Bleakly: This board takes a 
different approach than most race 
boards. It handles pretty well and does 
not have such razor-sharp rails and high 
volume that it becomes a boat for a 
smaller sailor once the wind picks up. It 
tacks and jibes fairly well, but does not 
really have enough volume in the nose to 
warrant tacking too often. I do not think 
this board has the potential to be a com¬ 
petitive race board, but it would make an 
especially nice board for a recreational 
sailor. It is fun, easy, and responsive to 


O'BRIEN EPOXY LITE G.S. 

Best Features 

Speed off the wind 

Worst Feature 

Componentry 


sail. 

Nasser Issa: This is the surprise board 
of the bunch. In my opinion, this board is 
one of the liveliest and most aggressive 
race boards. It is extremely light and stiff, 
and has incredible speed upwind. The 
performance of the daggerboard is ex¬ 
ceptional, but the tip design makes it 
impossible to retract it completely. Off 
the wind the Epoxy Lite is smooth and 
alive with good speed. Jibing is also a 
pleasure. However, the disappointments 
of this board are as numerous as the 
pleasures. It seems that O’Brien’s best 
product yet has received no special at¬ 
tention in the component and rig depart¬ 
ment. The footstraps are much too soft, 
and the weather straps are placed too far 
back. The booms and the power joint are 
too shaky to complement the perform¬ 
ance of the board. 

Charles Dasher: The O'Brien Epoxy 
Lite is fast. Sailing off the wind in heavier 
winds, the Epoxy Lite feels really quick 
and jibing it is a blast. Sailing upwind is 
not as easy because the weather straps 
are placed too far back to use effectively.. 
The mast track on the O'Brien works with 
unbelievable ease. By softly depressing 
the track knob, the rig moves without 
much effort. I noticed a flaw in the dag¬ 
gerboard. The top knob makes it difficult 
to fully retract and extend the blade. 


Otherwise, the O'Brien Epoxy Lite is a 
very fast board, but some refinements 
would enhance its performance. 

Jan Paul Nagel: Very fast. That was 
my first impression of the O'Brien Epoxy 
Lite. On the reaches, this board is one of 
the fastest, but it is not too good for 
heavyweights in light air. Once planing, 
it responds quickly. Unfortunately, the 
booms were difficult to rig well, but the 
sail was very good. The straps are set so 
far back that you have to put your weight 
forward to keep your speed up. Other¬ 
wise, it turns well, and with some minor 


lUliTABST'MIS'TilQS 


Length: ll’ll* 

Width. 26' 

Volume: 211 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 434 lbs. Salt: 
437 lbs. 

Weight: 32.3 lbs. 

Stiffness: 7th (71 lbs for 5' deflection) 
Impact Resistance: 8th (1.060 psi) 
Bottom Shape: Double-concave 
Construction: EPS foam and epoxy T 
beam 

Warranty: One year 

Price: $999 hull only, $1,695 w/7.0 warp 
speed rig 


improvements, you could really fly on this 
board. 

SUMMARY: 

This board is a true dark horse. It's 
rarely mentioned when sailors talk about 
race boards, but on the water, the Epoxy 
Lite really proves itself. First off, the 
testers all agree that this board has a truly 
custom feel. Its stiffness and lightweight 
are very impressive, and because of this, 
it is extremely responsive. Off the wind is 
where this board excels. The board is 
also fast and smooth upwind. Since it is 
a little smaller than most course boards, 
the Epoxy Lite is excellent for smaller 
people to control. We did, however, 
experience some problems with the 
components. First, the mast track works 
great, but tends to become clogged with 
sand, so it is important to keep it clean. 
The blade is stiff and light, but the one on 
our test board was difficult to move, and 
it appears that the tips of the blade are 
placed incorrectly, since the front tip 
must be pushed beyond flush to fully 
retract the blade. The straps are some¬ 
what flimsy, and placed too far back. In 
very high winds, this is an asset and 
makes the board even faster, but for 
most people in most wind conditions, the 
pointing straps are hard to use. This 
board is almost there, and with a few 
minor refinements to the straps and 
blade, this could be a very competitive 
package. 
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PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 


C onclusions. Everyone wants us to 
draw conclusions, but it was espe¬ 
cially hard to with these boards be¬ 
cause there are so many variables Inter¬ 
estingly enough, though, each tester 
compiled his or her results individually, 
and the conclusions drawn for the top 
three boards were remarkably similar. 
These results give the overall opinions of 
the four testers and myself combined. 
These results are by no means objective, 
and with any given group of testers, the 
results may vary. So caveat emptor: Let 
the buyer beware. It’s best to use these 
tests as a guideline, and check the 
boards out for yourself. 

Acceleration: This simply measures how 
quickly the board moves out in a puff it’s 
usually a factor of weight, stiffness, and 
bottom shape. 

Mistral Equipe 
Fanatic Ultra Cat 
F2 Lightning Race 

Carving Jibes: Can a race board carve 
through a turn like a slalom board? With 
their hard boxy rails and long water lines, 
it’s amazing that race boards can turn at 
all, but some, like these three, can man¬ 
age a pretty nice jibe. 

Fanatic Ultra Cat 
Mistral Equipe 
Seatrend 124 

Speed Upwind: The board’s ability to hold 
a high point of sail at the highest speed 
possible through a variety of wind condi¬ 
tions is important. Unfortunately, this 
capability is largely dependent on the fin 
and daggerboard, in addition to the hull 
itself. A board that doesn't make it into the 
top three here might do so with a change 
in fin and blade. 

Fanatic Ultra Cat 
Cobra Race 385 
Mistral Equipe 


Speed Off The Wind: This is a measure of 
top-end speed in maximum conditions 
Generally, the smaller, stiffer, lighter 
boards are favored here. 

Mistral Equipe 
O’Brien Epoxy Lite G.S. 

F2 Lightning Race 

Stability: Stable boards are easy to stand 
on and uphaul, and are best when first 
learning to sail on race boards. Further¬ 
more, racers find that this important fea¬ 
ture comes into play at starting lines and 
around congested marks. 

Klepper 370 
Cobra Race 385 
Fanatic Ultra Cat 

Light Wind Performance: This is a measure 
of the board’s ability to plane, carve, and 
sail fast in marginal wind conditions. 
These are the boards that can perform 
best with big sails and light winds. 

Cobra Race 385 
Klepper370 
Fanatic Ultra Cat 

High Wind Performance: What boards 
maintain speed and handle well in heavy 
winds and chop? Here again, the smaller 
boards were favored, although the de¬ 
gree of V and rocker line are critical 
elements. 

Mistral Equipe 
Fanatic Ultra Cat 
F2 Lightning Race 

Overall Favorite: These are the boards the 
testers would most like to own. This 
category takes only the hull into consid¬ 
eration, not the rig, but includes such 
factors as sailability, componentry, and 
raceability. 

Fanatic Ultra Cat 
Mistral Equipe 
Cobra Race 385 


MAUI MAGIC 


^nmsnsEmwza 


Presents 


EXCLUSIVE 


You won’t find this brochure 
or our sails at your local board 
shop.. .this year. 

But both are available now, 
direct from Maui. Call or 
write us. /SPk, 

w 

HOT SAILS MAUI 

207 W. Kniaha Road, Haiku, Hawaii 96708 
Ph: (808) 575-2002 Fax: 808-575-9984 


“INTRODUCTION TO 
WINDSURFING” (4o 


“WATERSTART” 

(30 min) 


$ 39 - 95 - 


VUARNET. 


SAM PRO rj OKESPOR 


MAUI MAGIC INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 
P.O. Box 669, Paia, Maui. HI 96779 

□ Waters tart □ Jibe □ VHS □ BETA 

□ Introduction to Windsurfing 

shipping Add *4 114.tape—IJomcMlc (allow 2 uccks lor delivery! 

AJd IVOO.Tapc—foreign (allow J »cck» for delivery i 
Alll’s Funds 

O MC □ VISA □ Check or Money Order 
TOLL FREE 

1-800-451-0303 Ext. 112 
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Boardsailing 
Along The 
Southern Rim 


by Steve Kobak 

I t's a beautiful Friday afternoon, and the young 
executive is getting restless. He looks down in 
disgust at the sprawl of paperwork covering his 
desk. Rather than continue with the never-end¬ 
ing paper shuffle, he gets up from his glass-encased 
perch, high above Chicago's Lake Michigan shoreline. 
He can see from the whitecaps on the lake that the wind 
is beginning to build. Rejuvenated, he returns to his desk 
and flips on the weather radio. The NOAA announcer 
confirms what he already knows: a front is coming 
through, bringing with it two, possibly three, days of 
blasting wind. Small craft warnings will soon be posted for 
the southern half of Lake Michigan, with winds expected 
to build to a steady 20 to 25 mph. 

In a situation like this, split-second decisions must be 
made. Conditions like these don't come along every day 
in the Midwest, and when they do, they make for events 
not to be missed. The young executive snaps off the radio, 
looks down at the unappealing reams of paper on his 
desk, and mutters, "Screw it," to himself. He quickly 
gathers his things, tells his secretary to hold his calls until 
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“If windsurfing on the big lake 
isn’t your style, Holland also 


has plenty of good inland 
sailing on nearby Lake 
Macatowa.” Don’t fly to 
Europe, folks; that’s 
Holland, Michigan! Bill 
Barron adjusts his rig on a 
stormy day before sinking his 
teeth into big, bad Lake Mac. 


Monday, and dashes out of his office. 
He’s no fool-it’s time to windsurf! 

Anyone who is an avid boardsailor 
and lives near the southern rim of Lake 
Michigan can relate to this hypothetical 
situation. If you don't live next to the lake, 
dilemmas commonly arise over how to 
maximize fun in optimal conditions. 
Should you drive to the nearest beach? 
Or should you be more adventurous and 
go afield to other spots along the lake 
where rumor has it that things happen 
when the wind blows? 

BASIC FACTS 

Many first-time visitors to the southern 
end of Lake Michigan are amazed by the 
region’s diversity. Off this vital stretch of 
lakeshore lies the third largest metropolis 
in the US, with its thick concentration of 
heavy industry around the city’s southern 
borders. Yet you will also find an amazing 
array of beaches to choose from, includ¬ 
ing the world’s longest fresh-water dune 
system, which begins just an hour’s drive 
from downtown Chicago. 

Lake Michigan, however, is a fickle 
body of water. Prime sailing conditions 
are completely dependent on frontal 
systems that usually track across the lake 
from the west and northwest, or from 
warm air sucked up from the Gulf of 
Mexico. But even though Lake Michigan 
boardheads are held hostage by the 
vagaries of unpredictably cruel weather 
systems, some seasonal generalizations 
can be made. 

Winter is the easiest to describe. It’s 
very cold and inhospitable, allowing only 
diehard boardsailors to venture out 
among the ice flows on gentle days. 

By the time spring rolls around, all 
boardsailors are clamoring to haul their 
gear out of storage and test their atro¬ 
phied skills. Winds tend to be relatively 
moderate, from the west or southwest 
with the occasional warm air blast from 
the Gulf. Be forewarned: the lake is still 
very cold, making steamers or drysuits a 
necessity. 

Summer on Lake Michigan can be a 
frustrating time of year. It's the one sea¬ 
son where Chicago invariably fails to live 
up to its moniker as “the windy city." This 
is especially true in late July and August, 
when the Cubs begin their traditional 
slide toward the bottom of the National 
League Eastern Division, and the humid¬ 
ity soars to new heights of discomfort. 
Water skis, longboards, giant sails, cold 
beers, and lots of patience are all essen¬ 
tial equipment. 

Luckily, Lake Michigan always comes 
through with at least a couple of good 
blows. Just as word begins to filter 


through the boardsailing press about 
nuclear conditions at the Gorge, a front 
will materialize. For two or three days, 
you can experience Lake Michigan at its 
best: from flat-water slalom conditions to 
wind-driven swells. Then, as suddenly 
as it appeared, the front is gone, leaving 
you aching for more. 

Fall is always welcomed with open 
arms. It’s the one season when the 
boardsailor can rely on fairly consistent 
shortboard conditions. The lake cools 
down and fronts begin to appear more 
frequently, bringing with them alternat¬ 
ing blasts of cool air from the north or 
rushes of warmer air from the south. 

Finally, some generalizations about 
windsurfing around the southern rim of 
Lake Michigan can be made. By mid¬ 
summer, the lake usually has warmed up 
nicely, with water temperatures 
averaging in the upper 60s and lower 
70s. However, water temperatures fre¬ 
quently fluctuate with the prevailing wind 
direction, and the warmest water tends 
to collect along the Indiana and Michi¬ 
gan lakeshores. 

Just as the warm water usually col¬ 
lects along the southeastern part of the 
lake, the wind generally blows a tad 
harder there (this is frequently true in the 
fall). But to be on the safe side, keep an 
ear close to the weather radio, and, if 
possible, phone before you roam. 

CHICAGOLAND 

Since the hypothetical boardhead 
mentioned earlier lives somewhere in the 
Chicago area, it only makes sense to 
begin our odyssey in the shadow of the 
“second city." 

The first stop on our tour de sail is 
Waukegan, Illinois, an industrial port city 
about 50 minutes away from the north¬ 
ernmost reaches of Chicago. Although 
Waukegan is not the most aesthetically 
pleasing town, it has a beach that is 
tailor-made for boardsailors. There is 
plenty of free parking (even at the height 
of summer), a nicely manicured lawn to 
rig on, followed by an easy portage to the 
shore. 

The beach is oriented toward the 
south, making it an ideal place from 
which to launch when the wind blows 
from the southwest. These are prime 
slalom board conditions, so expect 
plenty of drag racing and chop hopping 
between the beach and a channel 
marker affixed to the lake bottom about a 
half mile offshore. Waukegan is also an 
excellent spot for northeasters and off¬ 
shore westerlies. There are two sand¬ 
bars, the first in very shallow water next 
to the beach, the other in deeper water 
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offshore, which help minimize the shore- 
break by spacing out the wind-propelled 
waves. Lastly, there is always the poten¬ 
tial for good speed sailing in strong west¬ 
erlies. This is possible because the 
beach is long and crescent-shaped, 
ending with two breakwaters at its north¬ 
ern and southern boundaries, giving 
speed freaks a long, broad reach in the 
flat, shallow water between the two sand¬ 
bars. 

Getting to Waukegan from Chicago is 
no problem. Simply head north on the 
Edens Expressway (1-94), staying with it 
as it merges into Highway 41. At Belvid- 
ere Road (State Route 120), turn right and 
go east through Waukegan until the road 
Ts right before Lake Michigan. Turn left 
and go to Clayton Street; make a right, 
then a quick left, and follow the road past 
the huge Outboard Marine Corporation 
factory. When you reach the Sea Hag 
burger stand, park and start rigging. 

Moving immediately south of Wau¬ 
kegan, we encounter a cluster of exclu¬ 
sive lakefront suburbs commonly known 
to their residents as the "north shore." 
While this area isn’t nearly as glamorous 
as its Hawaiian counterpart, virtually 
every community has a beach where 
windsurfing is allowed. Unfortunately, 
beach access is frequently limited during 
the summer months. In order to cope with 
the heavy summer demand for the beach, 
officials in the lakefront suburbs (and in 
Chicago, too) have mandated a registra¬ 
tion fee for sailing craft and parking. 
Though each community has its own 
rules and regulations, the system basi¬ 
cally works like this: if you want to sail, you 
have to buy a permit. If you don't have a 
permit, be prepared to pay a daily fee of 
about $5. 

Furthermore, the beaches can be 
especially crowded on summer week¬ 
ends, causing some towns to limit 
windsurfing to only season-pass holders. 
In any event, it's always best to arrive 
early and stake out a parking spot. Fi¬ 
nally, bring a PFD-you might have to wear 
it. 

Don’t bum out if you're not used to 
dealing with urban regulations: there is 
good windsurfing along the north shore. 
The three best beaches are in two neigh¬ 
boring towns, Wilmette and Evanston. 
Wilmette's Gillson Park faces northeast, 
giving boardsailors perfect sideshore 
conditions if the wind is blowing down the 
lake from the northwest. However, Gillson 
isn’t quite as good when the wind comes 
from other directions. A nasty shorebreak 
makes launching difficult in northers and 
northeasters, and the grassy park south 
of the beach creates a wind hole in south¬ 


erly conditions. But Gillson Park is also 
home to a very competitive fleet (last 
summer’s Windsurfer North Americans 
were held there), and the town offers 
lessons in the summer. 

The next beach on our itinerary is only 
five minutes south of Gillson Park on 
Sheridan Road. It’s the Northwestern 
University Sailing Club, a facility for the 
school's students and faculty. The Sailing 
Club is perfectly situated for south winds 
and, unlike many other north-shore spots, 
it’s also a good place to sail on days when 
the wind is from the north. Launching on 


they were good enough to try the waves. 
Northwestern, however, is far from an 
experts-only beach. In the summer, the 
club holds weekly races and conducts 
beginning and advanced lessons on its 
large fleet of sailboards. 

The third most popular north shore 
sailing beach is the Dempster/Green¬ 
wood beach. It’s only 200 yards south of 
the Northwestern Sailing Club and is 
administered by the city of Evanston, so 
the regulations mentioned earlier will be 
enforced in the summer. This beach is an 
easy launch in south winds and a great 



“Just as word begins to filter through the boardsailing press 
about nuclear conditions in the Gorge, a front will materialize. ” 
It was blowing over 30 mph when this sailor ventured out for a 
reach around the South Haven Pier and Lighthouse . 


southerlies is no problem, since the wind 
is predominantly sideshore, but norther- 
lies require the boardsailor to possess a 
bit of skill, since the wind shadow cast by 
Northwestern’s campus lakefill protrudes 
into Lake Michigan immediately north of 
the sailing club. Fortunately, the lakefill is 
more a blessing than a curse; a sandbar 
lies off this man-made point-a combina¬ 
tion that can produce the north shore’s 
best wave sailing conditions. On the 
occasions when the wind and waves are 
right (north to northwest winds 15 to 25 
mph, waves three to six feet), Chicago’s 
best wave riders gather at the club, in¬ 
cluding Evanston's Hans Bauman, who 
always shreds when virtually everyone 
else is either nursing broken equipment 
on the rocks south of the beach or wishing 


place for longboard cruising in offshore 
breezes. However, the Dempster/Green¬ 
wood beach isn’t the best place to sail in 
north winds, since it, too, suffers from a 
rough shore break. Lessons are taught 
here as well, through a concession run by 
Warren Tanaka, one of Chicago's first 
boardsailors. 

Immediately south of Evanston lies 
the city of Chicago. While it's not possible 
to mention all the second city’s virtues, 
let’s just say that there is something for 
everyone in Chicago; two major league 
baseball teams (though some may argue 
this point), world-famous museums, chic 
boutiques, a smorgasbord of ethnic food, 
and nightlife to suit anyone’s tastes. 

Windsurfing in Chicago can be a little 
frustrating. Even though the city is well 
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“Since the ’60s, the Grand 
Haven beaches have been the 
focal point for the 
midwestem surf scene and 
windsurfing’s increasing 
popularity has only 
enhanced the area’s beach 
image.” Here, Don 
Wollenchuck challenges the 
chop off Grand Haven at the 
Mistral regionals. 
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known for its many lake-front parks and 
beaches, boardsailing is limited to just 
two locations during the official Memorial 
Day to Labor Day beach season (in the 
off-season, any city beach is technically 
fair game, but you sail at your own risk) 
As in the suburbs, you need to buy a 
seasonal board launch pass, which 
costs $60. This enables you to sail from 
either Montrose Wilson Beach on the 
city's north side or from Rainbow Beach 
on the far south side. Both places are 
fully maintained and patrolled by the 
city's finest, and they never get too 
crowded. Lessons are available by 
appointment through Windward Sports, 
which also has a rental/demo conces¬ 
sion at Montrose. 

Montrose is the more popular of the 
two because of its proximity to the Loop 
(local slang for downtown Chicago) and 
the trendy areas just north of downtown. 
It certainly couldn’t be any easier to get 
to from the Loop: just go north on Lake 
Shore Drive and exit to the right at the 
Montrose sign. Unfortunately, there is no 
parking at the beach, but you can get 
pretty close to unload your gear and then 
park in the huge lot nearby. 

The sailing at Montrose has some¬ 
thing to offer sailors of all abilities. Nov¬ 
ices love it because a long pier sepa¬ 
rates the beach area from the open and 
sometimes intimidating waters of Lake 
Michigan. This arrangement makes 
Montrose an ideal flat-water practice 
area when summer's light west winds are 
blowing. For the more adventurous, 
Montrose is a great place to cruise a 
longboard beyond the pier and take in 
the amazing vistas offered by windsurf¬ 
ing in the shadow of one of the world’s 
most dramatic skylines. Furthermore, 
Montrose is the perennial site of 
Chicago’s fall boardsailing classic, the 
ever-popular Crib Run. This open-class 
race starts from the beach and goes 
straight offshore to a large pump station 
three miles out and back. The Crib Run is 
the brainchild of Lester Zalewski, the 
owner of Chicago’s Windward Sports, 
and is always held the first weekend after 
Labor Day. 

The other Chicago beach open to 
windsurfers is Rainbow Beach, and it’s 
found near the city's southern boundary 
off the intersection of South Shore Drive 
and 79th Street. At Rainbow, you’ll find 
lots of parking next to a clean, sand 
crescent with a partially submerged 
breakwater on its southern end. Al¬ 
though the beach is under-used by 
boardsailors, it looks toward the north¬ 
east, making it a fun place to sail for 
sailors of all ability levels. For those 


seeking waves, Rainbow is best in north¬ 
west winds, which produce decent roll¬ 
ers on the leeward side of the breakwa¬ 
ter. 

The last, and probably most popular, 
boardsailing spot in the immediate Chi¬ 
cago area is Wolf Lake. This moderately- 
sized lake straddles the Illinois/Indiana 
border in the heart of the region's heavy 
industrial rust belt. Although the sur¬ 
rounding factories make Wolf Lake any¬ 
thing but pretty, the lake will never suffer 
from a shortage of boardheads because 
it is blessed with phenomenal winds from 
the north, northeast, south, and south¬ 
west. Parking for windsurfers is found off 
Route 41, but don’t worry; you can’t pos¬ 
sibly miss it since the Indiana Tollway (I- 
90) actually bisects the lake. Further¬ 
more, the Chicago Skyway bridge al¬ 
ways gives a reliable indication of wind 
speed when you’re approaching Wolf 
from the city-if your car keeps getting 
blown into the next lane, you can be sure 
the wind will be howling at the lake! On a 
good fall day, it’s not uncommon to see 
more than two dozen speed freaks blaz¬ 
ing across Wolf Lake's wind-rippled 
surface. Don't be surprised if you get 
passed by Jerry Fiat and his friends, all 
of whom will probably be sporting hel¬ 
mets and fully tricked-out custom 
boards and sails. 

However, Wolf Lake has a lot more to 
offer than just speed sailing. On the 
many less-than-nuclear days, beginners 
and intermediates take advantage of the 
instructional programs offered by Wind¬ 
ward Sports and hone their board-han¬ 
dling skills before challenging the big 
lake. 

THE SOUTHEASTERN 
SHORE: INDIANA AND 
MICHIGAN 

If you're tired of sailing in an urban or 
industrial setting, then it's time to leave 
Chicagoland behind and follow Lake 
Michigan's southeastern shoreline to 
Indiana and Michigan, where some of 
the Midwest's best windsurfing awaits 
you. 

As you drive past the industrial cities 
of northwest Indiana, you'll begin to no¬ 
tice subtle changes in the scenery. Once 
past the steel mills, you'll find wooded 
farms on your right and small sand 
dunes on your left. The dunes will be¬ 
come a familiar sight-you have just 
passed the inauspicious origin of the 
world's largest fresh-water dune system. 
Continue driving until you reach Michi¬ 
gan City, the first town east of the Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore. On Michigan 
City's lake front, you'll find Washington 
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& Videos 



BOOKS 

Impact Zone. "This book is so hot 
and so wet you've gotta wear a 
protective helmet to read it!" —Drew 
Kampton, Wiiulsurf Magazine. Get 
into the waves and culture of sailing 
in Maui. 01986,121 pgs, color #45-0150 
T- Shirts #45-0155 

Performance Windsurfing with 
Mike Waltze. The ultimate 
funboard book by "The King of 
Hookipa." Fun and informative 
guide for sailors in transition to short 
boards. 01985, 150 pgs, color #45-0136 

Sailboard Book. Contributions 
from top boardsailors and a super 
collection of boardsailing photographs. 
Covers basic skills, boards, sails, 
rigging, surfing, freestyle, etc. ©1984, 
200 pgs, color #45-0043 


Roger Jones Windsurfing. New, 
full color edition of a classic! Starts 
with basics. Includes sections on racing, 
funboards, wave sailing & lumping. 
©1985, 127 pgs, color #45- 0180 

Boardsailor's Guide to the 
Carribbean. Covers everything: 
Weather, sailing conditions, places to 
stay, hot sailing spots, safety tips, 
and practical information. ©1987,336 
pgs, b/w & color #45-0230 

Murrays Windsurfing Catalog 
1988. Masts by Serfiac & Kilwell; 

Booms by Hydrodynamics (Zed) & 
Streamlined; Harnesses, Footstraps, 
Covers & Casuals by Da Kine Hawaii; 
Wetsuits, Boots & Gloves by Refugio; 
Fins; Books & Videos; Much more! 
©1988, 40 pgs, color #45-0002 


VIDEOS 

Impact Zone. "Windsurfing 
Rockumentary." Award winning 
original music with Clarence 
"Gatemouth" Brown in Hi-Fi Stereo 
Creative & unusual. Features Mike 
Waltze, Mike Eskimo & Fred Havwood. 
55 min. VHS #45-2150 T-Shirts available, 
call Poster #45-2150-1 

Force 10; Sail the Gorge. If you travel 
to sail, you must sail the Gorge. If you're 
planning your first visit to the Gorge, 
you should get this video! 

Hi-Fi Stereo 65 min. VHS #45-2020 

Boardsailing Year, Volume 2. A 
"Video Magazine" of the very best of 
the exciting and colorful world of 
international boardsailing. Bahamas, 
Hawaii, France, Canary Islands, 

Curacao & more! 75 min VHS #45-2011 


Aloha Classic I. 1986 at Hookipa. 

Surf Slalom, Wave Riding and Expression 
Session Events plus highlights from Alpha 
Speed Week. 60 min. VHS #45-2060 

Aloha Classic II. "100 Minutes of 
the Most Radical Wavesailing Action 
Ever Filmed." Hi-Fi Stereo 100 min. 

VHS #45-2062 


Hard Winds a Blowin.' "Nuclear 
winds and explosive sailing.. .The 
windsurfing video from the Gorge." 
60 min. VHS #45-2160 
Sorry. Videos are not returnable. 

Dealer inquiries imuted! 


Distributed by: lVim/ Publishing a division of 

(fj Murrays Marine 

^ P.O. Box 490. Carpinteria, CA 93013 
(805)684-8393 
Reader Service 50 



'BRIEN PHOTO CONTEST 

PRIZES GALORE 


Submit your best action photo (color) to O'Brien Sailboards, 
P.O. Box 97020, Redmond, Washington 98073-9720, 
Attn: Mike McKelheer before August 15, 1988. Only 
O'Brien sailboards and soils will qualify. 

First 200 entries will get a free subscription to WindRider 
magazine. 

1st Prize —O'Brien Sailboard Pro Am Slalom (Complete Rig) 
2nd Prize—Pro Am Board (Hull Only) 

3rd Prize—5.7 Meter Sail 
4th Prize -Harness 

5th Prize —Matching Quiver and Gear Bag 

All winners automatically get a free subscription to 
WindRider magazine. 

All entries must be postmarked before August 15, 1988. 
f Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of product. 

E All photos will become property of O'Brien International 
t and will not be returned. 
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“...You have just passed the 
inauspicious origin of the 
world’s largest fresh-water 
dune system.” The dunes 
of Northern Indiana and West 
Michigan provide 
unlimited opportunities when 
the wind isn’t 
howling. 


Park Beach, which is Indiana's best 
public beach for windsurfing along Lake 
Michigan. Although boardsailing hasn’t 
quite exploded among Michigan City’s 
large boating community, the town has 
seen plenty of world-class Division II 
competition. Last summer, Michigan City 
hosted both the Pan American boardsail¬ 
ing trials and the entire yachting contin¬ 
gent for the Pan American Games. 

West winds bring the best boardsail¬ 
ing conditions to Washington Park. De¬ 
pending on the wind’s strength, you can 
expect anything from easy sideshores 
with gentle chop to blasting reaches in 
blow-out moguls. South winds make for 
good, flat-water cruising, but you should 
be confident of your upwind skills, since 
southerlies blow dead offshore at Michi¬ 
gan City. Finally, northerlies create 
tempting but very tricky conditions. 
They're tempting because nice waves 
will form on both sides of the lighthouse, 
marking the western edge of the beach, 
but in order to get these waves, you have 
to be able to punch through the heavy 
shorebreak that always accompanies an 
onshore north wind. 

However, Michigan City is just the 
beginning, so get back on 1-94 and you'll 
soon cross the Michigan state line. Lo¬ 
cals are pretty easy to identify here: virtu¬ 
ally every car carries either the obligatory 
M M Go Blue" bumper sticker or one telling 
you to “Say Yes to Michigan." Further¬ 
more, finding your way around the state is 
no problem since Michigan’s geography 
lends itself to simple "anatomical" direc¬ 
tions. If you’re not sure where you are, just 
ask a resident. He’ll most likely show you 
by holding out his right hand, palm and 
fingers together, so that it looks like a 
mitten with the thumb extended. He’ll 
then point to some part of his hand, 
thereby showing your location on the 
"map." So don’t worry: if you get skunked, 
at least you'll know where you are! All 
kidding aside, though, you will be hard 
pressed to find friendlier sailing compan-- 
ions, and there is plenty to say yes to on 
Michigan’s southwest shore. 

First of all, the windsurfing experience 
along the Michigan shore provides a 
welcomed contrast to the more regulated 
sailing environment in the Chicago area. 
The entire beach scene is more laid- 
back: there are tall dunes instead of sky¬ 
scrapers, wide beaches instead of 
smaller pockets of sand sandwiched 
between rocky abutments, and, best of 
all, plenty of room for both locals and 
visitors, thereby precluding any beach 
permit hassles. 

Secondly, Michigan's lakeshore ge¬ 
ography and man-made piers combine 


to produce some of the best surf found 
between the two coasts. The eastern 
shore of Lake Michigan is situated for 
sideshore or side-onshore sailing when 
the wind sweeps down the lake from the 
northwest. For the most part, the region’s 
best boardsailing beaches are located 
in towns with piers extending into the 
lake. These piers and their adjacent 
sandbars serve a crucial function by 
giving space and shape to the waves. 
Outside the piers, the waves resemble 
reckless masses of foaming water, but 
once they wrap around the inside, the 
waves even out, offering clean water for 
transitions and space for jumps. Similar 
conditions are also created in south- 
westers, although the waves will have 
less shape. 

One of the first beaches you’ll en¬ 
counter in Michigan is Warren Dunes 
State Park, a popular destination for 
windsport aficionados, campers, and 
beach lovers. The park’s high dunes 
make it one of the Midwest’s most popu¬ 
lar hang gliding launches; thus, it's not 
surprising that the hang gliders were the 
first to see the dune’s windsurfing poten¬ 
tial from their aerial vantage points. Be¬ 
fore long, they were sailing the side- 
shores and flying during the onshores. 
The area’s sailing reputation was further 
enhanced when local wave specialist 
Scott Collard began making and selling 
custom boards. Nowadays, Collard’s 
Gale Force customs are the only boards 
made specifically for Lake Michigan 
conditions, so stop by his shop one 
block north of the park’s entrance on Red 
Arrow highway, or, if it’s windy, you'll 
probably find him testing new shapes at 
the Dunes. 

Getting to Warren Dunes couldn’t be 
simpler: the park is 15 miles past the 
Michigan state line off 1-94. There is a $2 
daily entrance fee, or you can buy a 
season pass that's good at any Michigan 
state park for $10. Once in the park, most 
boardsailors go to the creek at the sound 
end of the beach. It's a forgiving launch 
site, even in the heavy surf generated by 
north winds, because two sandbars 
cushion the impact zone. On big days, 
consistent peaks form off a third, deep¬ 
water sandbar, making Warren Dunes 
an excellent wave sailing beach. Finally, 
there are still things to do at the dunes if 
you happen to get skunked. If you're 
really adventuresome, the Midwest 
School of Hang Gliding offers lessons on 
the park's bluffs. However, if you prefer 
to stay earthbound, there’s good hiking, 
biking, and camping, or take the wine¬ 
tasting option at the Tabor Hill Winery 
just north of the park's entrance. 
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While Warren Dunes is most popular 
with the camp-and-sail set, many other 
boardsailors prefer to drive another 20 
minutes to St. Joseph. Like most lake- 
front towns in southwest Michigan, St. Joe 
is built along a river, and, because of this, 
you'll find a long pier where lake meets 
river. Silver Beach lies south of the pier 
and is becoming one of the most popular 
windsurfing beaches along the lake's 
southeastern shore. Much of Silver 
Beach's popularity is attributable to Matt 
Mulligan, the energetic manager of St. 
Joe's lake-front boardsailing shop, Out¬ 
post Windsports. In the summer, Mulligan 
attracts sailors with slalom racing every 
Sunday, and, in the fall, he’s usually found 
practicing barrel rolls in the waves off the 
pier. Give Matt a call if you're thinking 
about sailing Silver Beach; he'll be glad to 
tell you if it's worth the trip. 

As you might expect, Silver Beach 
offers excellent jumping in north winds, 
and it's a good place for novices and 
intermediates in the light south and west 
winds of summer. On strong south winds, 
most windsurfers prefer to avoid the 
sloppy double bounce caused by waves 
ricochetting off the Silver Beach pier by 
launching from Tiscornia Park on the 
river’s north side. Both Silver and Tiscor¬ 
nia have free parking, but it's best to 
arrive early at Silver in the summer to 
ensure you get a good parking spot. 

South Haven is the next little town 
situated on Lake Michigan with a good 
boardsailing beach. As you drive into 
South Haven from 1-196, you'll witness a 
town in the process of transforming itself 
from a tiny industrial community into a 
bustling summer resort complete with 
trendy shops and dockside condomini¬ 
ums. South Haven’s beach front looks 
much like a small St. Joseph-there's 
parking and plenty of beach on both 
sides of a pier-encased river mouth. The 
beach can get quite crowded in the 
summer, and the best winds usually 
accompany fall frontal systems. As in St. 
Joe, the wind dictates where you sail; 
north winds make for good waves on the 
south side of the pier, with the opposite 
holding true when the wind direction is 
reversed. South Haven is also the site of 
the annual Oktoberfest slalom and wave 
contest. This two-day event is hosted by 
Bob DeGrandchamp of North Shore 
Aquasports and for the last two years has 
given competitors excellent sailing con¬ 
ditions. 

Continuing another 30 miles north 
from South Haven you’ll come to the 
heavily used beaches of Holland, Michi¬ 
gan. Much of Holland's lake front is en¬ 
compassed by the Holland State Park 




305 664-8056 Calvert Sails, P.0. Box 1082, Islamorada, FL 33036 
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Precisien 

Aluminum Fins 


High Tensil Strength Aluminum Alloy 

• STIFF 

• LIGHTWEIGHT 

• SHATTERPROOF 

• FLAWLESS FOILSHAPES 

• MANUFACTURER GUARANTEED AGAINST BREAKAGE 




CASTING 

TECHNOLOGIES 


3217 Coffey Lane, Santa Rosa, CA 95403 . (707) 546-CAST 
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BEACH CLOSED TO BOARDSAILING 

Sound familiar? Well if it doesn’t, it might soon! Throughout the country 
boardsailors arc being turned away from their favorite beaches. Protecting your right 
to free access is only one of the many ongoing projects at the USBA. The United States 
Boardsailing Association is a national, non-profit organization designed to assist yvu ... 
the boardsailor. Stay informed, join the USBA today 

Please make checks pay-able to the USBA: Visa and Mastercard accepted. 
Membership fees: □ S10 Single □ S20 Family 

□ 550 Associate/Contributing □ S100 Corporatc/Sustaining 

Name_ 

Address__ 

City _State_Zip __ 

si_a_ us Bn 

Signature___ 

Mail Contributions to: USBA, Box 209, Newport, Rhode Island 02840 
Reader Service No. 189 




Using the CL249 Tug cleat 
takes the pain out of 
tensioning small ropes and 
allows you to pull twice as 
hard. Easy to fix, easy to 
reposition. Made of 
strong abrasion 
resistant ^ 
aluminum, a 
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Rainbow Fin Company 

P.0. Box 191. Watsonville, CA. 95077 

408*728-2998 

Florida: 305-777*5936 
Quebec. Canada: 514-336-7745 
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Beach and its adjacent campground, 
which is the most frequented beach in 
the Michigan state park system (remem¬ 
ber, there’s a $2 daily fee unless you 
have a season pass, since the park is 
part of the Michigan state park system). 
Along the beach you’ll find excellent 
facilities with showers and food, but be 
prepared: in the summer, boardsailors 
are relegated to a small part of the beach 
and the parking lot fills up early. 

If windsurfing on the big lake isn’t 
your style, Holland also has plenty of 
good inland sailing on nearby Lake 
Macatowa. You’ll find the best places to 
sail on Lake Mac before the state park 
entrance on Ottawa Beach Road at ei¬ 
ther Chippewa Point or across from the 
Ottawa Beach Inn. Chippewa Point is the 
spot of preference for Holland's many 
boardheads when Lake Michigan is too 
gnarly or too cold in the spring and late 
fall. The point is ideal for speed and 
slalom boards since it offers ready ac¬ 
cess to the windiest section of Lake Mac, 
which in itself is a natural funnel for winds 
coming off Lake Michigan. There’s a 


A Guide to Sailboard Shops 
Around the Southern Rim 

STORMY BOARDS, 1870 Sheridan Road, 
Highland Park, IL 60035; 312-432-7075. 
Boards: Shuler customs, Seatrend, Fanatic, 
Mistral, Hi-Tech, Sailboards Maui, and HiFly. 
Sails: North, Neil Pryde, Gaastra, Windsurf¬ 
ing Hawaii, and Freedom Maui. Demos and 
lessons: Several packages are available; call 
the shop for details. 

HEDLUND MARINE SPORTS, 515 Green 
Bay Road, Wilmette, IL 60091; 312-251-0515. 
Boards: Alpha, Mistral, Seatrend, Windsurfer, 
and Naish Hawaii. Sails: Neil Pryde, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, and Mistral. 

ABOVE BOARD, 611 Dempster Street, 
Evanston, IL 60201; 312-491-9191. Boards: 
O’Brien, Aitken, Woodwinds, and Sailboards 
•Maui. Sails: Simmer, Gaastra, North, and Neil 
Pryde. Demos and Lessons: Demos by 
appointment Lessons and rentals through the 
city of Evanston at Dempster/Greenwood 
Beach. Rentals are $18 to $24 for two hours; 
lessons cost $30 to $39 for two hours. 

VIKING SKI SHOP, 3422 West Fullerton 
Avenue, Chicago, IL 60647; 312-276-1222. 
Boards: Seatrend, Vinta, Bic, Windsurfer, and 
Fanatic. Sails: Windsurfing Hawaii, Neil 
Pryde, North, and Freedom Maui. Demos 
and Lessons: Call for demo appointment. 
Lessons run May through September for $45 
to $85 (depending on package) at either Lake 
Forest Park District, Winnetka Park District, 
or Diamond Lake. 

OFFSHORE MARINE, 901W. Irving Park 
Road, Chicago, IL 60613; 312-549-4446. 
Boards: Tiga, Fanatic, Bic, and Sailboard 
Masterclass. Sails: Gaastra, Neil Pryde, 

A.R.T., and UP. Demos and Lessons: Call 
shop for details. 

WINDWARD SPORTS, 3317 North Clark, 
Chicago, IL 60657; 312-472-6868. Boards: F2, 
Mistral, O’Brien, Bic, HiFly, Angulo, Seatrend, 
Sailboards Maui, and New Wave. Sails: 
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nice lawn for rigging, and even though 
the parking is somewhat limited along 
Chippewa Street, you'll never find your¬ 
self sailing alone if it's windy. 

Ottawa Beach Inn, or OBI for short, is 
the second boardsailing hangout on 
Lake Mac. OBI is easily found next to 
Ottawa Beach Road near the entrance to 
the state park and directly across the 
street from its namesake. Beginners will 
find OBI’s shallow water and sand bot¬ 
tom perfect for learning waterstarts and 
jibes, while more advanced sailors will 
enjoy its good wind access. Rigging at 
OBI is no problem since there's a con¬ 
venient strip of grass next to the shoulder 
of Ottawa Beach Road where everyone 
parks. On a final note, parking at OBI, as 
at so many other popular windsurfing 
launches, fills up fast in the summer, so 
plan accordingly. 

The final stop on our tour of Lake 
Michigan’s southern rim are the tri-cities 
Grand Haven, Spring Lake, and Fer- 
rysburg. Since the '60s, the Grand Ha¬ 
ven beaches have been the focal point 
for the midwestern surf scene, and 
windsurfing’s increasing popularity has 
only enhanced the area's beach image. 
Most boardsailing takes place at Grand 


Gaastra, Neil Pryde, North, and Calvert 
Demos and Lessons: Lessons available by 
appointment; demos at Montrose Beach, Wolf 
Lake, or the shop. 

GALE FORCE CUSTOM SAILBOARDS, 
11945 Red Arrow Highway, Sawyer, MI 49125; 
616-426-3786. Boards: Wide selection of Gale 
Force customs, Tiga, and F2. Sails: Neil 
Pryde, Simmer, and Windwings, and 
Windsurfing Hawaii. Demos and Lessons: 
Custom demos by appointment. 

OUTPOST WINDSPORTS, 800 Lions Park 
Drive, St Joseph, MI 49085; 616-983-2010. 
Boards: Mistral, Fanatic, HiFly, Seatrend, and 
Naish Customs. Sails: Neil Pryde, Gaastra, 
and ART. Demos and Lessons: Demos, 
rentals, and lessons offered on the beach next 
to the shop. Rentals are $30 a day, and lessons 
are up to $40, depending on the instructional 
package. The Outpost offers a variety of high- 
performance demos and is a Fanatic test 
center. 

NORTH SHORE AQUASPORTS, 114 
Dyckman Avenue, South Haven, MI; 616-637- 
6208. Boards: Mistral, HiFly, and Hi-Tech. 
Sails: Neil Pryde, North, and Gaastra. Demos 
and Lessons: Both demos and lessons are 
available by appointment 
THE SURF SHOP, 2065 Lake Street, Hol¬ 
land, MI 49424; 616-399-3306. Boards: Mis¬ 
tral, O’Brien, HiFly, Hi-Tech, and Naish 
Customs. Sails: Gaastra and North. Demos 
and Lessons: Lessons are $35 per person for 
three hours; rentals range from $10 an hour to 
$35 for a full day. All Mistrals are available for 
demos. 

GREAT LAKES WINDSURFING, 116 W. 
Savidge, Spring Lake, MI 49456; 616-842-0837. 
Boards: F2, Klepper, Vinta, Windsurfer, 
Aitken, O’Brien, Seatrend, and Island Glassing 
customs. Sails: Windwing, Gaastra, NPU, Neil 
Pryde, and Windsurfing Hawaii. Demos and 
Lessons: Both are available at Grand Haven 
City Beach or Spring Lake for a variety of 
package rates. 



MULTI-SAIL 


ANNOUNCES the ULTIMATE SAIL SERIES! 
TWO SAILS IN ONE! GET THE FACTS! 


ULMER KOUUS 


• NEW DESIGN - "WE'RE THE 2nd LARGEST SAILMAKER IN THE WORLD! We're 
this large because we only build top quality sails that WIN! and the new MULTI-SAIL 
ULTIMATE SAIL SERIES lives up to these high standards!" NEIL MACPHERSON. HEAD 
SAILBOARD SAIL DESIGNER, UK SAILS, SEABROOK, TX. 

• RECOGNIZED VALUE - "WE ARE SOLD! WE ARE CONVINCED! We were 
skeptical at first but the theory has evolved into reality. You can now get TWO SAILS FOR 
THE PRICE OF ONE!" - MICKEY KERBEL OWNER, WINDSURFING PLACE OF MIAMI, FLA. 
LARGEST SAILBOARD DEALERSHIP IN THE USA . 

• PROVEN PERFORMANCE • Over 5 years, from HAWAII to FRANCE the 
PATENTED MULTI-SAIL has shown its uncompromised sail shape by winning races and its 
unbreakable durability in waves! "IT REALLY WORKS!" - TODD WALTZE. TOP CALIFORNIA 
BOARDSAILOR. US PAT 4612868 i 4706591 


ULTIMATE SAIL SERIES FEATURE LATEST 

DESIGNS AND MATERIALS IN A CAMBER INDUCED RAF 
SAIL BACKED BY A ONE YEAR WARRANTY! 
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80-72 

64-57 
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60-52 
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US SERIES IV 


DON'T MISS OUT! 

ASK YOUR DEALER TODAY TO SEE THE 
NEW MULTI-SAIL! OR WRITE MSI INC, 506 
35th, NEWPORT BEACH. CA 92663 
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ORDER DIRECT — 

1 Winger” Water Balloon 
Slingshot, 144 Balloons, and 
1 Filler Attachment for: 


* 29.95 

Postage paid (in USA). 

Visa, MasterCard & Checks accepted. 
- OR SEE YOUR DEALER - 


Winger Sports, Ltd. 1306 W. County Road F Arden Hills, MN 55112 1-800-634-8508 

-Reader Service 90— - ■■■ — ■ 

Let us sell your used equipment! 



Great prices 
TYade-ins accepted 
Some pro & demo ’88 
equipment available 


SECOND 

HAND 

SAILS/ 

BOSTON 


Madd Mike s Windsu rfing 

54Thayer Street, Boston MA02118 (617)451-6181° 
Toll-Free outside MA, touchtone dial 1-800-445-7014, then 6453 
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Get rigged with 

Complete boards at affordable prices. 

Now available with rigs and sails, 
starting at $585.00. See your local 
dealer for information or call 

213-323-0291. 

Aitken Industries 
P.0. Box 3134 
Gardena, CA 90247 
213-323-0291 

Dealer inquiries invilcd 
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H ook into PowerLines™—and feel the 
awesome strength of urethane- 
coated stainless steel cable.. .the 
effortless adjustability of secure Velcro 
closures... the easy thumb-control 
convenience of a harness line that 
holds an arch and won’t tangle. 

So don't tangle with anything else. 
Face the bare facts and get the best: 
FowerLines! 


Control Products 9 

Box 1495 Venice, CA 90294, USA 

213S22-3335 Dealers call: 1-800-421-7189 



Haven’s City Beach, which used to be the 
site of the midwestern stop of the Stroh’s 
Pro-Am and continues to host the annual 
Windsurfer District Championships 
There is free parking at City Beach, which 
means that space goes fast in the sum¬ 
mer. If you can’t get in at City Beach, try 
State Park Beach next door (They're 
actually the same beach, the only differ¬ 
ence being that on the city side, you won’t 
get in big trouble for drinking a beer.) 
Besides the parking, there is also beach¬ 
front camping in the state park for an extra 
$8. 

In the summer, Grand Haven can 
definitely claim the most happening 
beach scene. Besides the crowds, there 
is usually some sort of planned beach 
activity, ranging from regattas and surf¬ 
ing contests to beach volleyball tourna¬ 
ments. During the summer, you can 
expect typical Lake Michigan conditions 
with west breezes in the five to 15 mph 
range. The high-wind junkie will find the 
best conditions at Grand Haven during 
the spring or fall. On north or northwest 
winds, sail from the Grand Haven 
beaches. If the wind is from the south or 
southwest, then it’s best to cross the 
Grand River and head for North Shore 
Beach in neighboring Ferrysburg. At ei¬ 
ther beach, you’ll find a healthy shore- 
break with large waves breaking off¬ 
shore. 

The third windsurfing option in the tri¬ 
cities is Spring Lake's Mill Point on the 
Grand River. Mill Point is the trusty 
standby for flat-water speed sailing when 
the big lake gets too intense. It’s also a 
great place to learn the basics, since its 
water is usually 10 degrees warmer than 
Lake Michigan’s and the shallow river 
rarely gets any deeper than chest-high. In 
any event, Mill Point has fun sailing in 
east, southeast, southwest, or west 
winds. 

No matter where you end up sailing in 
the Grand Haven area, the best eats after 
a hard day of hanging from the booms 
have to be at Butch's Beach Burritos near 
the state park. After eating, check out the 
town. Grand Haven has completely re¬ 
vamped its lake and riverfront property 
• with a long boardwalk, shops, and eater¬ 
ies; boredom shouldn’t be a problem 
here. 

So, what more can you ask for? Be¬ 
sides nuclear winds, the southern end of 
Lake Michigan has something for every 
boardsailor. If you don’t live in the Mid¬ 
west, take a trip to the heartland, and 
even if you do live in the area, take a long 
weekend to explore the boardsailing 
potential of the big lake in your own 
backyard-you’re guaranteed to like what 
you find.___• 

Steve Kobak has been sailing for six years and 
considers himself to be a frustrated advanced 
intermediate sailor (frustrated because he 
never gets to sail enough). 
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A. BL\C' CASANA. This'ponAliJe personal cabana is wa¬ 
terproof a»d wind resistant. U’s big enough for two beach chairs 
side by side, and adjusts to various angles and positions. It folds 
quickly and neatly into its own little carrying case and can be 
assembled simply in seconds. Perfect for keeping out of the sun, 
wind, or blowing sand. Get one of these, sit back, and enjoy 
CABANA CONSCIOUSNESS. Regular $59.00. 

Order *8000120 .$39.00 




FREE Introduction to 
Windsurfing V.H.S. Tape 


when you order one or more of these items from Windsurfing by Mail 
Item # Q Description Pria 


Subtotal 
shipping 
TOTAL _ 


VISA/Am Ex# 


fiaslfcan "ri3e" 


(his 110 camera \vith 


F. FLOATING FLASUGHT. TJjb 
throws out a powerful beam and is"perfect to keep ufjfiur gear 
bag or trunk. Lightweight, yet sturdy, with large signifying lens 
allows you to see jour way clearly in tflf dark. 

Ordgr '4019004 .. .;._$ 7.95 

G. SL-8 AM/^Wdio/casseUe player. This heavy^kitjwna- 
iter-repellent, dustproof unit is at home on the beadfor boat. 

Dynamic water-repellent system*®* high velodtygtf 
proof speaker lei you hear the sounds you want to hefflH ' W 
ter where you are. It operates on four AA batteries but has an 
input for a DC adapter. It has a headphone jack and comes with a 
shoulder carry strap. 

Order *4019006 .... $ 42 . 9 $ 

H. CITIZEN W|Mver the past two years we've aojf| 
hundreds of these quality electronic watches. Madc^jjH^ 
zen, it is the only watch we know of made especially ror^BT 
surfingjp quartz digital watch tells you the time and dfflO 
*jsojp^stopwatch, a 24-hour alarm, two count-down 

counter. The stopwatch and timers give an audiosigV 
^f or display on the face of the watch to help you time 
% *Jj^rhere k ^ a chart on the band for converting me- 


to 100 meters and comes with a one 


PLACE YOUR ORDER TODAY, CALL 1 - 800 - 843-7873 ANYWHFPF 


ini tuc ii c i npnFP TODAY AND SA m 


















805005 

1 

video tape 




















































































■ ■ PI 

Get rigged wit 



Complete 

Now 

starting 

deale 




Name_Tel # 

Address_ 

City, state, zip_ 
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Haven’s City Beach, which used to be the 
site of the midwestern stop of the Stroh’s 
Pro-Am and continues to host the annual 
Windsurfer District Championships. 
There is free parking at City Beach, which 
means that space goes fast in the sum¬ 
mer. If you can't get in at City Beach, try 
State Park Beach next door. (They’re 
actually the same beach, the only differ¬ 
ence being that on the city side, you won’t 
get in big trouble for drinking a beer.) 
Besides the parking, there is also beach¬ 
front camping in the state park for an extra 

(TO 


Place 

stamp 

here 


Mail to: Windsurfing by Mail 

6043 NW 167th St. #13 
Miami, FL 33015 
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east, southeast, southwest, or west 
winds. 

No matter where you end up sailing in 
the Grand Haven area, the best eats after 
a hard day of hanging from the booms 
have to be at Butch's Beach Burritos near 
the state park. After eating, check out the 
town. Grand Haven has completely re¬ 
vamped its lake and riverfront property 
with a long boardwalk, shops, and eater¬ 
ies; boredom shouldn't be a problem 
here. 

So, what more can you ask for? Be¬ 
sides nuclear winds, the southern end of 
Lake Michigan has something for every 
boardsailor. If you don’t live in the Mid¬ 
west, take a trip to the heartland, and 
even if you do live in the area, take a long 
weekend to explore the boardsailing 
potential of the big lake in your own 
backyard-you’re guaranteed to like what 
you find._• 

Steve Kobakhas been sailing for six years and 
considers himself to be a frustrated advanced 
intermediate sailor (frustrated because he 
never gets to sail enough). 
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A. BEACH CAE Tfv^ this portable pe-sraiai cabana is wa¬ 
terproof and wind jr; j,iy?aut. It’s big enough for two beach chairs 
side by side, and adjusts to various angles and positions. It folds 
quickly and neatly ini-? iis own little carrying case and can be 
assembled simply in seconds. Perfect for keeping out of the sun, 
wind, or blowing sand. Get one of these, sit back, and enjoy 
CABANA CONSCIOUSNESS. Regular $59.00. 

Order *8000120 . $39,00 
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D. BEACHBOf AM/FM water resisrfstereo radio^with 
•lightweight'earphones Use the Beachbdjwm your board-and, 
.. enffse around listening to your favoritetones, thf news,or sport¬ 
ing event You czuuisfthis in any weather, a special rubber gas¬ 
ket seak|jut-water,' santf^r dusL It is nordesigned for 
underwattr use: It runs on two’AAA batteries (not supplied). 

Order *4019005 ...$24.95 

C. AIX-WEATHER CAMERA. Watertight and weath<£ 
proven, this 110 camera*With built-jg electronic Rash*can ride 
with you on your board. Take those action shots from a new 
perspective. You can even take pitfurK, underwater/ It user* 
stmdardjjp film, requires two AA batteries, and is built foj* 
years oReliablewvice. The camera comes with an adjustable 
' cany strap amdfTomplete instructions. 
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•repellent, dustproof unit is at home on the beadTor boat 
8 Dynamic water-repellent system** high velod 
proof speaker let you hear the sounds you want to heii _ 
ter where you are. It operates on four AA batteries but has an 
input for a DC adapter. It has a headphone jack and comes with a 
shoulder carry strap. 

Order *4019006 .... $42.9 
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by Tom Cat 

I t's Olympic time again-that is, it’s 
the time every four years that most 
of us actually think about the Olym¬ 
pic Games. But for a small number 
of dedicated, persevering sailors, 
1988 represents the culmination of 
years of incredible sacrifice and 
commitment. These are the sailors 
who will compete in the Division II US 
Olympic Trials in Newport. Rhode Island, 
on July 1 through 16. 

I know what a lot of you are thinking: 
“Yeah, these guys are doing the Trials, 
but they’re not real sailors: hell, some of 
them couldn't jibe a slalom board if they 
had to, much less do a decent bottom 
turn!” In all honesty, anyone who thinks 
that way would have difficulty racing a 
Division II board in any conditions. Anot- 
so-widely-known fact is that these guys 
work as hard to excel at what they do as 
anyone else in the sport; probably harder, 
since they receive such limited financial 
support. 

In the United States, particularly, 
there’s no glory and certainly no money 
involved in Division II racing. It’s the same 
old US Olympic dilemma; our athletes 
have to raise supplemental funds to train 
since our government does not fully 
subsidize living, training, and competi¬ 
tion expenses. Even with meager sti¬ 
pends from the national governing bod¬ 
ies (in this case the US Boardsailing 
Team and the US Olympic Yachting 
Committee), these athletes must strive for 
perfection despite the odds. 

In most European sailing programs, 



Division II is the form of racing, and the 
top racers are completely supported fi¬ 
nancially through their respective yacht¬ 
ing authorities, and through sponsors 
from outside the sailing world. Aside from 
the financial support, there is overwhelm¬ 
ing popular support for Division II racing, 
and the top racers are uniformly re¬ 
spected throughout the sailing commu¬ 
nity. Back in the good old USA, Olympic 
hopefuls have given up careers, fore¬ 
gone formal education, and, in short, 
have sacrificed greatly to hone their 
talents for a shot at that sole position on 
the US Olympic Team. 

Unlike other events, Olympic sailing 
provides for only one boat per country per 
event; in other words, there will be only 
one boardsailor in Korea to represent the 
US. If this is not enough to encourage you 
to mount an Olympic campaign, try this: 
the selection of that one sailor will be 
based on the results of one regatta. 

In July, there will be a best eight-out- 


of-10 race series; whoever wins that re¬ 
gatta will make the Olympics, which 
means that top racers like Scott Steele 
and Mike Gebhardt could be upset by a 
less experienced sailor. With this format, 
any of the racers-the long shots, the dark 
horses, or the favorites-could emerge 
from the Trials as the US Olympic 
boardsailor. 

LONG SHOTS AND 
DARK HORSES 

At 27, Tom Pace is probably the long¬ 
est of shots and the darkest of horses. 
With limited Division II experience, he will 
rely on his five years of combined experi¬ 
ence in one-design, open class, fun- 
board, and slalom racing. At the Asian 
Pre-Olympics, Pace competed surpris¬ 
ingly well against the world's best and 
could prove to be very fast in the 15-knot- 
plus range. He plans to be fit for the Trials, 
but his weight should remain near the 160 
mark. 

Guy Raffee, at 26 and 160 pounds, 
may be a bit heavy to offer a serious 
challenge, but has a sound tactical back¬ 
ground and has proven time and time 
again to be very fast in super light wind 
conditions. He recently displayed his 
light-air skills in the Mistral Nationals, 
taking first. He has also been improving 
in windier conditions during the pastyear, 
and should definitely not be written off too 
quickly. 

Steve Fenn, a 155-pound 39-year- 
old, is a heavier racer who’s consistently 
competitive in light, shifty conditions. He 
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wins the award for “sticking with it the 
longest," and brings with him a fierce 
determination to excel. 

Bill Lelbach is 32 years old and 
weighs 157 pounds. He’s been at tri¬ 
angle racing for a long while, and has 
raced in Windsurfer and Mistral one- 
design events as often as anyone else in 
the last seven years. With an impressive 
string of accomplishments in both light- 
and heavy-air regattas, including 15 vic¬ 
tories in 17 regattas in ’87, Lelbach has 
the experience to do well in any regatta. 
Like Fenn and Raffee, he could surprise 
and upset the pre-race “favorites." 

A Florida contingent of heavyweights 
and mediumweights rounds out this 
group of potential spoilers. Wade Aust, 
Billy Mason, and Jim Dey have all recently 
displayed newfound heavy air skills, and 
Derek Ostrosky and Rinn Neumeyer have 
displayed their potential for hammering 
the pack. 

Wade Aust. at 21 and 165 pounds, is 
a US team member and has been one of 
the fastest Americans in the windier Divi¬ 
sion II races in Europe. Throughout his 
sailing career, Aust has been plagued by 
constant, nagging injuries-seemingly 
during every major event. If he can re¬ 
main injury-free, he could be one of the 
fastest in a fresh breeze. 

Panama City's Billy Mason is on the 
US training team and is just one of a 
number of talented racers from Florida's 
Panhandle. At 25 years of age and 147 


pounds, his combined size and experi¬ 
ence could help him do well in the Trials. 
Although he has been a bit inconsistent 
this past year, he has shown great speed 
in the 15- to 25-knot range, specifically in 
the '88 Mistral Midwinters, where he tied 
with perennial high-wind performer Dave 
Stanger for first place. If he trims down 
prior to the Trials, Mason could become a 


Any of the racers 
could emerge from the 
Trials as the 
US Olympic boardsailor. 

threat in moderate to windy races. 

Jim Dey is 21, weighs 155 pounds, 
and has been a good one-design racer 
since 1983, when he won the Mistral 
North Americans. He has remained 
competitive-specifically in higher 
winds-even though he has spent most of 
his time in school. Dey has competed in 
regional funboard and slalom races 
throughout the US, and defeated US 
Team member Sean Hawes (also a tal¬ 
ented heavy-air racer) in the '88 Mistral 
Midwinters. 

Derek Ostrosky is on the US training 
team and has been diligently preparing 
for the Trials. At just under 150 pounds, 
he'll be trimming down in anticipation of 
lighter winds. Ostrosky knows one-de¬ 


sign as well as open class and is becom¬ 
ing more confident in Division II. He's 
looking for his best effort at the Trials. 

Rinn Neumeyer, 23 years old and 
150 pounds, is on the US training team 
and is a veritable master at self-promo¬ 
tion and fund-raising, as his Suzuki 
Samurai and photos with Don Johnson 
adequately prove! Last year, 
Neumeyer's finishes were a bit erratic, 
but when he was on, he was wicked fast. 
An all-around sailor for the past five 
years, he has won in several different 
classes, and in slalom and freestyle as 
well. Look for Neumeyer to put all of his 
experience together for his best per¬ 
formance in Newport. 

So much for the big guys. It's time to 
take a look at the lightweights and the 
weenie weights. Chris Radkowski, An¬ 
drew Parkinson, Bob Hodges, and Mike 
O'Brien are the lights, while Kevin Moore, 
Kevin Quan, Bert Rice, Robert Norman, 
John Jackman, and 81-pound Ethan 
Passant make up the weenie weights. 

Chris Radkowski, a US team mem¬ 
ber, spends time training on his home 
waters of San Francisco Bay. At 23 and 
140 pounds, “Rad" is a serious dark 
horse threat in the Trials. In the windier, 
rougher conditions, he’s looking real 
good, and is also improving his light-air 
performances. In the Asian Pre-Olym¬ 
pics, he was the top finishing American, 
and with a good European tour this 
spring, Radkowski could easily emerge 
as a threat. He may even become the top 
gun. 

Andrew Parkinson is 28 and weighs 
139 pounds. A US team member, he's 
one of the dedicated types who have put 
their careers and ''normal'' lives on hold 
in pursuit of the Olympic berth. With only 
two percent body fat, Parkinson's frame 
is at its leanest (and strongest) yet. Al¬ 
though his past race record doesn't 
seem to indicate that he is a strong 
challenge to the favorites, his current 
performances in international competi¬ 
tion prove that he is definitely on the right 
track. 

Bob Hodges, 25 and 140 pounds, is 
also a member of the US training team. 
He's another fine racer to come out of the 
Southern Yacht Club in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. He has had many years of 
experience on Lasers and Snipes, and 
has been a consistent performer in many 
different sailboard classes. 

Mike O'Brien, like Radkowski, is a 
definite dark horse pick. At 17 and 
weighing 135 pounds, he is a US team 
member and a very likely candidate to 
sail a great regatta in Newport. In the 
past several years, he has proven him¬ 
self again and again in light, shifty condi¬ 
tions. O'Brien's sound tactical back¬ 
ground makes him one of the more con¬ 
sistent racers competing in the Trials. 
He should be a major threat in any of the 
predicted wind strengths in Newport. 

Now for the light-air specialists-the 
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Minnesota weather often makes it critical to have a 
dry day. In the North Country of 10,000 lakes where 
there is open water, there is windsurfing. Thanks to 
Ronny’s revolutionary vulcanized waterproof seams 
and knee pads, we sail open water in comfort year 
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with the best. 
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weenie weights. 

Kevin Moore, at 16 and 125 pounds, 
is Fort Lauderdale's brightest new star. 
Moore has a full racing future ahead of 
him, as he is already proving. In light 
winds, he has good speed, and could 
surprise a lot of people in the Trials if the 
wind remains at 10 knots or less. 

Kevin Quan is another light-air speed¬ 
ster from Southern California. Only 120 
pounds and 15 years old, he hasn’t had 
nearly the experience that most of the 
others have, but is just as fast in his wind 
range. As with Kevin Moore, Quan could 
easily disrupt the finishing positions in 
Newport if the winds are light, and he is 
continually able to hold on in stronger 
winds. 

Bert Rice and Robert Norman, both 
17, have been coming on strong for the 
past year. At 120, Norman is super-fast in 
light air, and has won a number of major 
races, including the ’87 Youth Worlds. 
Norman is also a sharp tactical racer, and 
could be a potential threat if the winds 
stay below 13 knots. 

Bert Rice took first in the ’87 Pre- 
Olympic Regatta and the ’87 US Division 
II Nationals. A US team member with a 
strong racing background, from multi- 
nulls to offshore races, Rice could per- 
orm well enough to win the Trials in the 
13-knot and under range. Supported by 
his father and the Pensacola Yacht Club, 
he should have the right equipment and 
attitude to go all the way. 

John Jackman is 16 years old and 


weighs 115 pounds. He completely 
shocked the fleet at the ’87 Division II 
Worlds in Kingston with incredible speed 
in the light-air races. In his weight divi¬ 
sion, he is always a threat in light winds. 
He proved that he also knows the right 
way to go in Kingston, and the Olympic 


If any of the long shots and 
dark horses put together the 
killer equipment, any one 
could win. 


berth could easily be his if the winds are 
light. 

The smallest of all of the sailors will be 
15-year-old, 81-pound Ethan Passant. 
Passant recently won the ’87 Mistral US 
National Championship over Scott 
Steele, proving that he could indeed take 
the trials. 

THE FAVORITES 

There are five favorites expected to 
perform very well in the Trials. That does 
not mean that the other sailors profiled 
are lost before the Trials begin. These 
Trials will be Open Class Division 11, which 
means that any equipment that meets the 
measurements will be allowed to com¬ 
pete, and if any of the long shots and dark 
horses put together the killer equipment, 
any one could win. The five favorites 
could also do so, obviously, and pres¬ 


ently have stronger prospects 

Teddy Huang is 17, weighs 135 
pounds, and spends most of his practice 
time on San Francisco Bay. As a result, 
he has become a competent heavy-air 
sailor-despite the fact that he is the light¬ 
est of the favorites. He has had a long 
record of strong performances in 
Windsurfer and Mistral one-design 
events, and has competed internation¬ 
ally with most of the best triangle racers 
in the world. Huang has been a member 
of the US Team for several years, and 
performs well regardless of the wind’s 
velocity. Like Bert Rice, Huang has 
maintained excellent grades in school, 
and is one of the more well-rounded 
sailors in the Trials. 

Sean Hawes is 20 years of age and 
weighs 140 pounds. His regatta per¬ 
formances have improved rapidly, mak¬ 
ing him a sharp course racer and a top- 
10 national competitor in freestyle, long- 
board slalom, funboards, and open sla¬ 
lom. He is a US team member, has been 
competing internationally in Division II 
for the last three years, and is emerging 
as one of the more consistent US Divi¬ 
sion II racers. 

Eric Krebs, 29, 140 pounds, is one of 
three veterans of the ’84 Olympic Trials 
to be competing in Newport. He brings 
excellent tactical ability, speed, and rac¬ 
ing experience to the Trials. Krebs is a 
US team member, has been a top racer 
since the early ’80s, and knows one- 
design, open class, and Division II rac¬ 
ing as well as anyone in the US. 
Throughout the years, he has continually 
challenged Scott Steele and Mike 
Gebhardt for lightweight honors, and 
could easily be the American 
boardsailor going to Korea this summer. 
He is constantly building and testing new 
equipment, and it would be no surprise if 
he showed up at the Trials with a new 
carbon board of his own design and 
manufacture, and proceeded to ham¬ 
mer the entire fleet-Krebs is good 
enough to do it. 

Mike Gebhardt, at 22 and 135 
pounds, is a US team member and the 
second veteran of the ’84 Windglider 
campaign who'll be competing in New¬ 
port. After a surprise third place finish in 
those Trials, he has won nearly every 
major one-design regatta that he’s en¬ 
tered, and has surpassed Scott Steele 
as the premier triangle racer in the US. 
With consistent victories in the national 
and world championships in Wayler, 
Mistral, Windsurfer, and Division II Open 
Class, Gebhardt has come to expect a 
certain level of performance from him¬ 
self; if he does not win, he feels he sailed 
a poor regatta. During the last three 
years, he has been upset only a few 
times, and has been the most consis¬ 
tently high-finishing US sailor in interna¬ 
tional Division II competition. 

Gebhardt has been touted as this 
country’s brightest hope for a medal in 


Silver Medalist Scott Steele prepares himself for another journey to the Olympics. 
Will he represent the US in Seoul in '88? 
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Four carbon composite concave designs* ligfiter 
and stiffer in ’88 for the performance and dura¬ 
bility demanded from today’s rigorous sailing. 
Powered up by Pryde slalom and speed sail 
packages, the slalom, 330, 360 and RACE will 
put you in the lead, whether in competition or 
all-out recreational sailing. 


Pioneering revolutionary developments in the 
sailboard industry since 1977, SAILBOARD 
has been FIRST in: 

ASA construction (1978) 

Styrofoam cores (1980) 

Rberglass/ASA composite construction (1983) 
Double Concave Designs in Production hull 
(1983) 


Today’s boards are made in TDC technology. 
This carbon composite construction now sets 
the industry standard for outstanding light, stiff 
and durable hulls, combining carbon and glass 
fibers with epoxy, styrofoam and a thin ASA 
skin. Other manufacturers have labeled this 
technology as Epoxy Carbon, LCS and Lite 
Carbon. 


As the leader in development, SAILBOARD is 
proud to bring you not just new ideas, but 
smart ideas — ideas that move our industry. 
SAILBOARD.. .where technology meets peak 
performance through perfect design. 


‘In ’88 we also introduce four new ASA shapes. 
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Just a few of our Olympic hopefuls. Top, left to right: Mike Gebhardt, Steve Fenn, Kevin Moore, Rinn Neumeyer. Bottom, left to right: 
Scott Steele, Derek Ostrosky, Andrew Parkinson, Sean Hawes. 


the Games, but he has to win the Trials 
first. "Gebi," as he’s known to his friends, 
has become fantastically well rounded as 
a sailor, and has been successful not only 
in triangle racing, but in top international 
pro competitions in slalom and funboard 
course racing. Scott Steele aside, 
Gebhardt’s biggest competition will 
come from himself. His burning desire to 
win could trip him up, but at this point, his 
psyche looks to be right on track. 

Scott Steele is 30 years old, weighs 
125 pounds, and was the 1984 Silver 
Medalist in the Olympic Games-you re¬ 
ally don't need to say anything else. 
Steele is a US team member and has had 
10 great years in triangle racing, and, like 
Gebhardt, has won every major triangle 
regatta he entered. After winning the 
Silver Medal, Steele competed in pro 
slalom races, and spent a year learning 
what was fast and how to make that 
equipment fast for him. As any slalom 
racer knows, simply finding out what is 
fast can take years, and while Steele 
didn’t rip, or make it to the World Cup as 
'84 Gold Medalist Stephen van den Berg 
did, he gained valuable experience. 
Steele has proven himself an excellent 
racer, and deserves the respect that 
comes with being the best. Depending 
on the wind strength in Newport, he could 
again be the US representative in Korea. 

OTHER CHALLENGERS 

We have mentioned most of the sail¬ 
ors who are headed to the Trials, but there 
will certainly be more. Up-and-comers 
like Florida’s Brent Martin and Sean 
Brown, Chicago's Charlie Smith, and-if 
he can get leave from active Navy duty- 
Mark Converse could all show up. 

A windsurfing event for women is in 
the works for the 1992 Olympics, and 
Kathy Steele and Wendy Thomson, 
among others, hope it will be added. Both 


are on the US women's development 
team and are veterans of amateur racing. 
Both have been named Yachtswoman of 
the Year, and together they hold numer¬ 
ous national titles. They competed in the 
1984 Olympic Trials and will also com¬ 
pete at this year's Trials in Newport. Light 


Despite the odds, 
there’s every reason to 
expect the US 
to take the Gold. 


to moderate winds are forecast for New¬ 
port, and in those conditions, both 
women have an outside shot at repre¬ 
senting the US. (Thomson placed eighth 
in the '87 Pre-Olympic regatta and Kathy 
Steele third at the Division II Nationals) 
Realistically, their eyes are set on Bar¬ 
celona in 1992 and they are not alone. 
Kirsten Snellenburg, 23, of Long Island is 
a serious threat in heavy air, and two 16- 
year-old Californians, Jayne Fenner and 
Lanee Butler, also show promise. Many 
more women are expected to join in once 
the event is officially recognized. 

HOW GOES THE GOLD? 

With more top international Division II 
racers than any other country, France is 
favored to take the Gold. Their primary 
hopeful is Herve Pigellin. From Australia, 
Chris Lawrence is good, experienced, 
and the likely pick. New Zealand's Bruce 
Trotter or Bruce Kendall, the '84 Bronze 
Medalist, should both do well-it’s a toss- 
up between the two. Holland will proba¬ 
bly send Bart Verchoor, and Canada may 
choose either Richard Meyerscough or 
Steve Jarrett. 

Unfortunately, there has been a lot of 
negative banter about the US's chances 


of taking an Olympic windsurfing medal 
Americans have not finished at the top in 
100-plus events, while Europeans have 
displayed a relentless win-at-all-costs 
attitude. The fact that the US represen¬ 
tative will contend with only one repre¬ 
sentative from each country should 
make a huge difference 

In addition, Americans have been 
hindered by the unavailability of the 
Austrian-made Olympic board, the 
''Lechner." For some reason, it can take 
up to a year to ship one to the States, so 
not many of the US Olympic hopefuls 
have been able to train on the much- 
coveted but hard-to-obtain board. 

Okay, so it’s not a pretty board; no 
color, no airbrush, no concave, no tri¬ 
cave, no quadcave, no nothing. “Just 
what exactly is that thing? It looks like a 
big dinosaur's tooth-can you really sail 
it? With that rig? Hey, man, I may be 
wrong, but are those booms really nine 
feet long? Where are the full battens-, the 
camber inducers, the tack straps, the 
twist control? You do what with that? 
You race it? Well, not me. Forget it! 
You'll never catch me on one of those!" 
Despite these traditional objections, the 
Lechner does check out (see “The Olym¬ 
pic Board" in last month's issue) as a 
real, honest-to-goodness Division II race 
board. 

Despite the odds, with dedicated 
and determined racers like Scott Steele 
and Mike Gebhardt, there's every rea¬ 
son to expect the US to take the Gold. No 
matter who goes to Seoul, there’s no 
doubt the US couldn’t be better repre¬ 
sented than by one of the super sailors 
from this list of hopefuls. • 


Tom Cat shreds with the best and drinks with 
the rest. He's got his ear to the ground and a 
nose for news; no wonder he can't walk cor¬ 
rectly. At least he's on top of the Olympics. 
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GEARING UP 




Winging It 

N ew from Windwing 
Designs are two hot 
new sails. The 1988 
Convertible is an all-new, 
short-boomed performance 
sail with three rigging 
options: RAF, soft batten, 
and speed-induced. Here 
for the first time are all the 
features and performance 
capabilities of two or three 
different sails in one unique 
design. The Convertible 
includes the latest lami¬ 
nated fabric, a Dacron luff 
panel, and is radial cut for 
shape and stability. Avail¬ 
able in bright new color 
combinations and ranging 
in size from 3.0 to 6.4 
square meters, the Convert¬ 
ible is guaranteed to stand 
up even under the most 
radical conditions. 

Also from Windwing's 
Design Room comes a sla¬ 
lom/race board sail for all 
conditions. The 1988 
Speed CLE (Cambered 
Leading Edge) features 
unparalleled balance, 
control, and handling. 
Critical elements such as 
precise contouring of the 


sail body and radial con¬ 
struction have been 
carefully combined for 
optimum performance. 
Available in an array of 
color combinations, the 
CLE ranges in size from 4.5 
to 9.1 square meters. 

Contact your local 
dealer for a 1988 brochure, 
or write or call Windwing 
Designs at 1803 Eastshore 
Hwy„ Berkeley, CA 94710, 
415-849-4889. Circle 
reader service card number 
101 . 


Big News Afoot 


M ention quality to 

any boardsailor in a 
word association 
test, and “Da Kine" will be 
the inevitable reply. And no 
wonder. Virtually every top 
custom board builder in the 
US puts Da Kine footstraps 
on their boards, and with 
the refinements Da Kine 
has recently made to their 
footstrap line, that trend is 
likely to continue for years 
to come. 

The Primo, Da Kine's 
first footstrap, has been 
completely refined and is 
still the lightest, strongest, 


most comfortable strap 
around. The all-new 
RaceStrap was designed 
with input from the world’s 
top racers and is extremely 
lightweight and comfort¬ 
able. It's made for the 
serious racer or the weight¬ 
conscious recreational 
sailor. The popular Ono 
and SurfStrap remain 
unchanged for '88 and offer 
strength, comfort, and 
durability. 

To get the latest scoop, 
contact Da Kine Hawaii at 
211 W. Kulaha Rd., Haiku, 
Maui, HI 96708, 808-575- 
2495, or at 408 Columbia 
St., Hood River, OR 97031, 
503-386-3166. Circle 
reader service card number 
102 . 


Wimp No More! 


A re you puny? When 
the bullies on the 
beach kick sand in 
your face, do you cower in 
fear? Is uphauling a 
Herculean effort? Then you 
need the FG-1 High Tech 
Hydraulic Forearm Machine 
from The Fitness Group! 

The FG-1 helps you achieve 


muiE 


the superior stamina and 

bone crushing grip it takes 
to attempt the awesome. 

The FG-I’s patented 
internal mechanism uses 
rotating hydraulic resis¬ 
tance to help you build 
better forearm muscles for 
boardsailing and features 
impact resistant polymer 
chambers sealed with teflon 
O-rings and fitted with 
cushioned grips. The FG-1 
comes with a full 30-day 
refund guarantee and 
retails for $39.95, plus $5 
for shipping and handling. 

To get yours, call 800- 
346-6134. Mastercard. 
Visa, or American Express 
are accepted, or mail your 
check or money order to 
The Fitness Group, PO Box 
251, Edmonds, WA 98020, 
206-771-6660. For addi¬ 
tional info, circle reader 
service card number 103. 


Ts For You 


S weats and Ts never 
looked so good! 
Flaunt your love of 
windsurfing in the great 
new sweatshirts and T- 
shirts from New Ocean 
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Wind Products. Five bright, 
bold, boardsailing designs 
in ultra-appealing colors put 
these hot togs in a dimen¬ 
sion all their own. Designs 
feature such slogans as “If 
You Can Catch the Wind... 
Catch Me" and “My Man’s 
No Wind Wimp." Made of 
heavy-duty 100 percent 
cotton, these Ts come in 
large and extra-large. 

Contact New Ocean 
Wind Products at PO Box 
722385, Houston, TX 
77272-2385, or call 713- 
778-1652 to get the facts. 
Circle reader service card 
number 104. 

Private Screening 

B y now. everyone 

knows that exposure 
to natural sunlight 
can damage your skin and 
eyesight. But did you know 
that the sun's rays can 
weaken the structure of 
your hair, leaving it dry, 
brittle, lifeless, and discol¬ 
ored? It's true! To combat 
the sun's damaging effects 
on those lovely locks of 
yours, D’Natale Interna¬ 
tional, Inc., has formulated 
Sun Screen for Hair. 

This new product 
effectively protects natural, 
bleached, and color-treated 
hair from discoloration and 
fading, and preserves your 
hair's bounce, body, and 
curl. It is also effective 
against salt, chlorine, and 
wind exposure. What's 
more, it’s alcohol-free, oil- 
free, wax-free, and comes 
in a convenient eight-ounce 
spray. 

For more information, 
contact D’Natale Interna¬ 
tional, Inc.. 8034 Ridge 
Way, Orlando, FL 32817, 
800-330-8828. In Florida, 
call 305-830-5817. Circle 
reader service card number 
105. 

Get Rolling! 

Y ou may remember 
Wheel-Eez as "the 
chair that does more 
than just sit around." Well, 
it now features wider 
wheels to make lugging 
your loads even easier. 

The versatile Wheel-Eez is 


an equipment carrier, a 
five-position chair, and a 
handcart all rolled into one. 
Strong and lightweight, it 
can handle sailboards with 
rigs, small boats, kayaks, 
and canoes-just about 
anything that you'd care to 
carry! When not needed, 
its 24 feet of adjustable 
straps can be neatly tucked 
away in built-in pockets. 

Its colorful fabric is cool, 
dries quickly, won't stretch 
or fade, and is resistant to 
sun damage. Before we 
call it thrifty, reverent, and 
brave, we’d better just 
mention that it’s available at 
leading retail stores near 
you. You can also contact 
the Wheel-Eez people at 
PO Box 5, Belmont, CA 
94002-0005, 415-591-2739 
in California, or 800-722- 
0747 nationwide. Circle 
reader service card number 
110 . 

The Living End 

oes your boom need 
some front end work? 
Then check out the 
new front boom end from 
Windsurfing Hawaii. This 
redesigned end piece is 


molded from a new Dupont 
plastic which, when 
coupled with an added 
stiffening rib, more than 
doubles the stiffness of the 
front end. The boom end 
also sports wider mast 
cheeks and a larger contact 
area to better fit the variety 
of masts on the market 
today. All Windsurfing 
Hawaii booms will feature 
the new front end piece in 
1988, and it’s also available 
from Windsurfing Hawaii 
dealers as a retro-fit 
component. 

To get more information, 
contact your nearest 
Windsurfing Hawaii dealer 
or circle reader service 
card number 107. 

What’s My Line? 

I n need of a new line 
that’ll work overtime for 
you? Then take a look 
at the new high-perform¬ 
ance control lines from 
Pelican Rope Works. These 
sailboard lines have 
recently been added to 
Pelican’s extensive line of 
double-braided synthetic 
ropes and are filled with 
Spectra fiber and covered 


with tightly braided Dacron. 
They’re lightweight, non¬ 
stretch, cleat-holding, 
abrasion-resistant, and 
remarkably strong. 

Available in 5/32", 3/16", 
1/4", and 5/16" diameters, 
they come in fluorescent 
hot pink, lime green, black, 
and white. Contact Pelican 
Rope Works, 241 E. 

Stevens Ave., Santa Ana, 
CA 92707, for more 
information, or circle reader 
service card number 109. 


Mind-Boggling 

Goggles 

N ow there's a new and 
improved version of 
the B100 Sport 
Goggle, part of the famous 
Barracuda line from Skyline 
Northwest. The refinements 



to the goggles increase its 
fog-resistance, prevent 
moisture from running down 
into the eyes, provide 
greater ventilation, and 
allow the goggles to float. 

The B100 features the 
best qualities of goggles 
and sunglasses and weighs 
just under two ounces. The 
lenses are similar to those 
found in high-quality 
sunglasses and protect the 
eyes from UV and infra-red 
light. The frames hug the 
facial bones to provide 
comfortable, fashionable 
protection and are available 
in a rainbow of colors. 

The B100 retails for $55 
to $60, depending on lens 
style. To raise your eye- 
wareness, contact Skyline 
Northwest, 0224 SW 
Hamilton St.. Portland, OR 
97201, 800-547-8664, or 
503-241-0528 in Oregon. 
Circle reader service card 
number 106. 
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Covering The Bases 


by Pat Dougherty 

Y our mast base is like a chain 
connecting your board and 
sail, and it can only be as 
strong as the weakest link! 

This weak link can leave you 
broken down in the worst situation. We 
here at Gorge Technology have been 
designing, building, and rebuilding 
mast bases for years and have studied 
the effects of sailing every day in 
radical conditions. 

With proper maintenance, your mast 
base can provide years of trouble-free 
service, whereas a neglected mast 
base can wear prematurely. In our 
experience, an improperly set up mast 
base causes more problems than any 
other factor. When the base isn’t set up 
correctly, the individual components 
cannot do the job they were designed 
to do. 

Instead of putting off checking your 
mast base for "just one more day," run 
through the following checklist to help 
you decide if your mast base is up to 
par. At the end of the list are some 
helpful hints on taking your old bases 
apart. See you in the Gorge! 

CHECKING YOUR BASE 

1. Stripped Mounting Bolts: 

Whether you have a one-bolt plate 
or two-bolt plate, the mounting bolts 
can easily be stripped if they are cross- 
threaded. Check to see if they are 
stripped before you get too far away 
from your nearest boardsailing shop or 
hardware store. Finding that your 
mounting bolts are stripped at the 
beach is depressing. 

2. Cracks in Power-Joint: 

Sailing in radical conditions with a 
power-joint that has cracks showing is 
not a good idea. Since the extent of the 
cracks cannot easily be seen, the 
power-joint could go at any time. This 
could lead to a safety problem for the 
sailor and possible further damage to 
the equipment. Replace the power-joint 
with a new one. 

3. Chafed Power-Joint Saver: 

A power-joint saver allows you to 
sail for a short period of time to get to 
safety in the event your power-joint 
breaks down. A chafed power-joint 
saver might not allow this. Why take 
chances? Replace it with a new one. 

4. Loose Bolts: 

Excess play on the top and/or 
bottom of the power-joint can wear out 
many of the base parts prematurely. 
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The custom mast base inside. 

Make sure that the fit above and below 
the power-joint is snug, yet still allows 
for rotation. If the bolts are too long, cut 
them accordingly. If the bolts are too 
short, as long as there is enough thread 
engagement, use red “loctite" and 
tighten the bolts so they're just snug 
enough to rotate. Allow 24 hours for the 
loctite to dry and test it with your hands 
before sailing on it. It should rotate but 
not loosen. 

5. Worn-OutWashers: 

Plastic washers allow the base to ro¬ 
tate smoothly. Sand and dirt can wear 
down these washers so that they are 
very thin and make the base fit loosely. 
Replace the washers if they become 
too thin. 

6. Worn-Out Cup: 

A highly-used cup can become de¬ 
formed, depending on how loose the 
base is. Inspect it for fit and function. 
Replace if necessary. 

7. Bent Spring Clip: 

A bent spring clip can keep the 
connection between the base and the 


extension from being optimal. In most 
cases the spring clip can be re-bent to 
its original form. 

8. Worn Aluminum Extension: 

An aluminum extension tube can 
become worn and develop sharp burrs 
on the bottom edge as well as the 
button holes. Touch the sharp edges 
with your water-logged fingers, and you 
can easily cut your fingers and thumb. 
Smooth out the burrs with a metal file. 

9. Loose Cleat: 

Some extensions have a triple 
pulley/cleat arrangement riveted on the 
aluminum tube. Check the rivets and 
make sure the pulley/cleat set-up isn't 
loose. If it is, then drill out the old rivets 
and re-rivet it back on the extension. 

10. Cracked Collar: 

Too many flat landings can cause 
the collar to crack. Check for cracks 
and replace the collar if necessary. 

11. Bent Collar Pin: 

Too many flat landings can also 
bend the collar pin! Check the pin and 
replace it if necessary. 

12. Worn Rope: 

Don’t let the rope get shredded. 

Keep your line fresh. It's easier to use 
and it’s safer. 

DISMANTLING MAST BASES 

1. Drilling Rivets: 

Whether the rivets you are trying to 
drill out are aluminum or stainless steel, 
use a hardened drill bit the size of the 
hole, not the total size of the rivet. 

2. Breaking Loctite: 

When disassembling a base, it is 
usually necessary to loosen bolts that 
have been installed with loctite. A good 
method is to carefully heat the bolt with 
a torch or a lighter. Let the heat melt 
the loctite, then loosen. 

3. Holding Power-Joint While 
Loosening Bolt: 

Disassembling a base requires that 
you hold the power-joint while the bolt is 
being backed out. A good method is to 
get a 20-inch piece of webbing and 
tighten one end in a vice or fasten it to 
something solid. Wrap the power-joint 
up in the webbing, starting with the free 
end. While the bolt is being torqued 
out, the webbing tightens on the power- 
joinL_ *_ 

Pat Dougherty owns Gorge Technology, 
designers of the Custom Mast Base, Speed 
Inducer. Easy Release Cup, and the new 
Gorge Foot. Write them at PO Box 798, 

Hood River, OR 97031. 
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Finally a guidebook that’sgot the 
real lowdown on what’s what in 
the Caribbean, from Aruba to 
Barbados, Cuba to The Virgin Is¬ 
lands. The Board-sailor’s 
Guide to the Caribbean is 
the one and only guidebook on 
boardsailing in the Caribbean. 
Written by Boardsailors — for 
Boardsailors. 

Check it out at your local Board¬ 
sailing shop, bookstore or ORDER 
NOW! 

Send cheque or money order for 
$18.95 U.S. or $26.95 Canadian 
to: 

CARFOOT ENTERPRISES INC. 

R.R. #2 

AURORA, ONTARIO 

CANADA 

L4G 3G8 

Ph.416-727-6950 

DEALER ENQUIRIES INVITED 



Andre Lefebvre - France's Pioneer Sail Designer, 1978 
designed the first Power Head, 1980 designed Cobra 
sailboards line of sails. While working tor Gaastra, 
Robby Naish won the World Cup with Lefebvre de¬ 
signed sails. In 1986 his design set the 100 meter 
world record in the Alpha Speed Week in California. 


WAVE SAILS 

SIZE BOOM/MASTcm F.O.B. PRICE 


ZA 

1988 SAILS 


3.3M 

130/465 

US$224.00 

4.0M 

140/465 

US$236.00 

5.0M 

160/465 

US$247.00 

5.7 M 

180/465 

US$255.00 


Extreme durability outstand¬ 
ing wave performance 


POWER LEECH 

Power Leech- Revolutionary Leech System, One 
sail to handle wide range of wind conditions, see 
article 1987 July issue Windsurf Magazine. 


5.5M 150/465 

6.5M 170/485 

7.5M 200/495 

SPEED SLALOM 

6.5M 200/485 US 5304.00 

7.5M 220/495 US 5341.00 

Unconpromislng Speed 

JUMBO SAIL 


8.4 M 

9.2M 

10.0M 


170590" 

200/590 

230/590 


US$322.00 

US$348.00 

US$375.00 


High aspect, short boom, 
superior light wind speed & 
maneuverability 


US$340.00 

US$360.00 

US$375.00 


COMMANDING PERFORMANCE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 
'We use only the highest quaOtyTeijin Mylar ’Fabric is glued and stlched 
* Florescent color combo’s, plastic vario-top. sail bag. 
and tapered battens with a protective PVC coating. 

ANDRE’S GUARANTEE; One year against defect and workmanship. 




1988 HAWAII PRODUCT SAILS 

Cl AI DM Mylar sail with front luff panel 

dacron,with saibag, special plastic 
va no top and tapered batten set 


4.5M 

165/435 

US$184.00 

5.0M 

175/455 

US$190.00 

5.7M 

190/475 

US$196.00 

6.4M 

200/490 

US$210.00 

7.0M 

220/500 

US$222.00 

8.0M 

230/510 

US$240.00 

9.0M 

245/525 

US$260.00 




FUN LINE Dacron SaS with reinforced 
runi Lmiiic mylaf suppiedwihsaibag. 


4.6M 

5.2M 

6.0M 


180/465 

190/465 

205/465 


US$120.00 

US$125.00 

US$130.00 


^Wincbuxfincj of tPoit OiancjE 

3961 Ridgewood Ave. Port Orange, FL 32019 (904)767-8904 

Shipping & Handling charge $3,50 throughout mainland USA. In Florida add 6% sales 
lax. We accecpt check, money order, Visa , Mastercard 
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1988 
WHEEL 
40% 
WIDER 
THAN 
SHOWN 

WORKS 
BETTER 1 
IN SAND 


PO Box S. Belmont. CA 94002 imofril 5/S91-2739 [cum* ca| 800/722-0747 
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It's got to be Bermuda-where else can you find pink sand, azure water, and high-rise hotels? 


Club Med 

What would you think if I said that 
there are vacation spots around the world 
that provide some of the most relaxing 
and rejuvenating windsurfing vacations 
available today? Places where your air 
fare, accommodations, meals, entertain¬ 
ment and your rigged and ready-to-go 
windsurfing gear are all included? Re¬ 
sorts situated in settings that conjure up 
words like “idyllic." “tropical" and “wind¬ 
blown”? Would you take notice? 

Well, they do exist, and they’re called 
Club Med! The French created over 100 
of these fantastic clubs scattered 
throughout the world, with 16 in this 
hemisphere alone. The success of Club 
Med lies in its ideology: to provide all- 
inclusive vacations “for all seasons and 
all reasons.” At Club Med, you can try all 
manner of sports, engage in activities 
good for body and soul, do nothing but 
windsurf, or just do nothing at all! It's 
completely up to you. 

A Club Med vacation-whether it's 
your first or your 21st-is a unique experi¬ 
ence. At Club Med you don't just check 
into a hotel. Instead, you are gently 
assimilated into a "village," set in a 
complex of restaurants, bars, entertain¬ 
ment centers, swimming pools and 
dance floors. Extending from this hub is 
the rest of the Club Med world, offering 


contemporary accommodations and 
almost every sport or amusement under 
the sun! 

The staff members of each Club Med 
are unlike those of any other hotel in the 
world. They are young men and women 
who enjoy life and have taken time out 
from everyday activities to concentrate 
on a particular sport or avocation that 
they love. Called GOs, from the French 
Gentil Organisateurs, or Gentle Organiz¬ 
ers, they thoroughly attend to the guests- 



At Club Med, instructors are more than patient 
with their dry land lessons. 


GMs, or Gentle Members-with fun in 
their hearts, a harmless prank or two up 
their sleeves and total dedication to the 
Club Med way. These carefully selected 
GOs are contracted for a six month sea¬ 
son and then are rotated to other terrific 
spots somewhere else in the world. This 
way, they stay fresh and exuberant-a 
definite plus for us GM-types! 

Each village houses approximately 
500 to 600 guests, just as many as other 
large resorts do, but the number of 
people isn’t really noticeable. You’ll 
meet new friends every day at the family- 
style dinners or while enjoying your fa¬ 
vorite sport, but Club Med's people¬ 
handling expertise makes you feel as 
though your vacation was designed for 
you and you alone. 

The best thing about Club Med, 
though, is its devotion to windsurfing. 
While Club Med also offers such sports 
as traditional sailing, waterskiing, snor- 
keling, golf, bicycling and scuba diving, 

41 of its worldwide villages provide 
windsurfing equipment and instruction. 

In total, Club Med has 1550 sailboards | 
and 110 instructors, and the club re- | 
cently displayed its commitment to the | 
sport by joining forces with top-ranked f 
equipment manufacturer Tiga. By ac- f 
quiring equipment catering to all levels 
of ability, Club Med can now perfectly 
communicate the excitement of 
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Prtoto courtesy of Club Med 










































The Maui Win. 


^£> 1 Closest 

Retail Shop 

iJp to Kanaha Beach 
w* Park & Airport 7. 

MAUI’S BEST RENTAL EQUIPMENT: Full line of Fanatic; 
Ultra Protech, Custom Boards 8'6 B -9'6? Short and Long- 
Term rates available (incl. hardracks, Hawaiian harnesses). 
Unlimited rental equipment exchanges. Complete car, condo 
equipment packages. Select private vacation homes. 
Hugh England and experienced staff bring you over 12 
years’ windsurfing experience. Our full-service Retail Shop 
offers the world’s finest accessories and beachwear. 


From $749 


tag School 


MauiMagicWndb 

* % V? 

Beginn^flhteijjedia 
Advanced Lessor^ 

Including short boardttechTft. . 

• water starts, jibes. Group (foQr max) anipnvate.^1 
lessons available. Maui Magic Instructional .yidfos.'; v 
are incorporated into alllessons.^State^eRfte- 7 •>_ 
art radio communication between instr^ctoc^ '' 
and student v Y. 

3 to 5 day lesson packages 7' 1 -- n 

J#Dave and Mamie Crans design a lesion package that 
advance you as fast as possible, \ ° * 

V Call or Write for Free Brochure 
W On Rental Equipment &Lessorts 
. 800-872-0999 . 


veia windsurfing destination 


HAWAII 
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Club Med teachers love lo practice what they preach. Here, an Instructor tears oil on a speed reach. 


Wild Bermuda Sports 

With a verbal rundown on all the 
available activities-golf, tennis, volley¬ 
ball, arts and crafts, sailing, snorkeling 
and, of course, windsurfing-our tour was 
finished. I quickly hopped on the club’s 
jitney bus for a fast two minute ride from 


The Bermuda Triangle 

As my plane lifted off from “safe 
ground” and headed for the area in the 
Atlantic Ocean known as the "Bermuda 
Triangle,” all the stories about those 
mysterious occurrences flooded into my 
mind. Considering that I could be on the 
brink of potential disappearance, I 
braced myself. Happily, I experienced 
only a gentle, uneventful flight-no de¬ 
tours, black holes, or waterspouts-to the 
triangle's namesake, Bermuda 

A British dependency set about 775 
miles southeast of New York, and directly 
opposite North Carolina’s Cape Hatteras, 
my first glimpse of Bermuda showed me 
a tropical paradise where one couldn’t 
possibly be. Just 22 by 12 miles, Ber¬ 
muda is dotted with palm trees and sur¬ 
rounded by aqua waters and coral reefs. 
And because the island’s foundation is a 
red coral reef, the sand that carpets its 
beaches is pink! 

Pink, Posh, and Protected 

After landing, I took a taxi ride through 
quaint and immaculate parishes (the 
name used to distinguish one village from 
another) along streets lined with cottage¬ 
like homes painted in pastel colors with 


windsurfing to any vacationing 
boardsailor. 

Club Med’s savvy for recognizing and 
responding to all the latest trends is 
apparent, so they know that serious 
windsurfers are looking for specialized 
vacation packages-now! So take a few 
steps with me into the world of windsurf¬ 
ing, Club Med-style, and find out how to 
make your boardsailing daydreams a 
reality. 


Ft. St. Catherine provides an impressive backdrop to the beach at Club Med. Windsurfing is just one 
of the many water sports you can enjoy here. 


white limestone roofs. Pink certainly 
seems to be the color of choice in 
Bermuda-even the buses are pink. 

My taxi eventually wound its way to 
Club Med St. George’s Cove, standing 
amidst three ancient forts and an 18-hole 
golf course on the north end of the island. 
I was greeted by smiling GOs and reggae 
music, and whisked into the all-encom¬ 
passing arms of Club Med life. 

Historically speaking, this Club Med 
offers a bit more in the ambience depart¬ 
ment. It’s thick with images of the 17th 
century, thanks to the hilltop forts sur¬ 
rounding the property. Ft. Albert, Ft. St. 


Catherine and Ft. Victoria all stand here, 
still diligently protecting us with their 
many cannon from . attacking cruise 
ships? Anyway, the staff graciously 
showed me to my spacious and newly 
decorated room, complete with balcony 
and gorgeous view. 

Informed that an orientation tour of 
the facilities was ready to begin, I 
dropped my bags and made a mad dash 
back to the lobby. At the rendezvous 
point, the Head of Sports, a Frenchman 
named Bernard, began our briefing As 
we strolled through the elegant and 
enormous lobby of the 10-story hotel we 
were to call home for a week, I discov¬ 
ered there was much to do without even 
stepping a foot outside. From the com¬ 
puter learning center to the tres chic 
boutique, the new arrivals were taken 
through the many activity centers of the 
main hotel structure. Then, it was off to 
take a closer look at the forts. 

Without pirates and battleships to 
defend against, Ft. Victoria now houses 
the club’s trendy underground disco 
outfitted in the latest glitzy decor. And its 
20-foot-deep drained moat makes a per¬ 
fect archery range! Ft. Albert currently 
hosts an umbrella-ed outdoor restaurant 
(the club has five restaurants in all), and 
Ft. St. Catherine still stands at battle 
readiness, her cannon pointed out to 
sea. She fires salutes each time a cruise 
ship enters the harbor at Hamilton, 
Bermuda's capital. 
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Robby, Rhonda and Nevin invite you to Mistral’s Gorge 
Week—July 24th-31st—for seven days of the best instruction, 
the best windsurfing and the best fun you’ll ever have! 


Robby Naish. Rhonda Smith. Nevin Sayre. The Mistral team of champions. Legendary 
world-class boardsailors. They’ll teach you a few new tricks and help you perfect some 
old ones. You'll get lots of instruction on and off the water; your choice of 1988 Mistral 
equipment from Big Winds Hood River; seven nights’ accommodation at the Hood 
River Village Resort; plus special events and activities highlighted by slalom competi¬ 
tion and speed trials. Test your limits! 

Mistral Week at the Gorge—one special week in Oregon when the wind and excitement 
never stop. Attendance is limited. The fun isn’t 

Reserve Now! 
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our hilltop hotel to the beautiful half-moon 
shaped beach. Here I found sailing, 
snorkeling and windsurfing in the shadow 
of Ft. St. Catherine. 

It was also here that I met Club Med 
Bermuda’s Head of Windsurfing, Pablo 
Munizaga from Chile, and his partner, 
Roberto Carvalho from Brazil. I soon 
discovered that these two talented tech¬ 
nicians had energy to burn as they 
quickly took me in hand for my education 
in windsurfing-Bermuda-style! 

First on the agenda was my introduc¬ 
tion to the St. George’s cove windsurfing 
center. Situated in a small protected 
cove, it’s stocked with the latest in Tiga 
funboards and soft, as well as battened, 


sails of various sizes. With a first-come, 
first-served policy and plenty of equip¬ 
ment, no waiting is generally the rule. 

Next, Pablo pointed out that just 
around the corner and past the fort’s first 
cannon is open water cruising par excel¬ 
lence. He wasn’t kidding about "open 
water’-with no barrier reefs, Portugal is 
dead ahead as the crow flies, and since 
the swells often reach creditable heights, 
waterstarting ability is a must for board 
travel on windier days. 

Getting Situated in Style 

My first day saw offshore winds of 15 
to 18 knots, and with new waters and 
equipment to adjust to, Pablo and 


Roberto made sure I was comfortable 
with my new situation before setting me 
free on the water. Along with other 
newly-arrived windsurfers, I set off on our 
pre-rigged (how decadent!) Tiga "Swift" 
and “Jibe" funboards. 

As we left the confines of the club’s 
idyllic cove and headed south along St. 
George's shoreline, we found ourselves 
cruising effortlessly past ancient fort 
ruins and spectacular rocky grottos, and 
over sparkling coral reefs. Keeping up a 
swift pace on a broad reach, we traveled 
over flat water and seemed to be neck 
and neck with a gigantic cruise ship 
headed for Hamilton Harbor. We felt 
really insignificant near that huge vessel, 
but there was nothing to worry about; 
you can’t get too close to the ships as 
they stick to their clearly-marked chan¬ 
nel. Very strict waterway rules are in 
effect here, not to be challenged for 
obvious reasons. The channel didn’t 
prevent us from taking some really nice 
long tacks back to the club-just in time to 
catch some lunch! 

The meals at Club Med are some¬ 
thing else. I'm not talking simply about 
breakfast, lunch and dinner-these are 
truly dining experiences. On entering 
the main dining room, with its almost 360 
degree view of Bermuda, I felt as though 
I had entered a world culinary competi¬ 
tion. I was offered everything from the 
finest French cheeses and breads imag¬ 
inable to almost every hot entree known 
to mankind, plus home-style soups and 
incredible salads. 

The dining here is family-style, and 
when you’ve filled your first plate you’re 
shown to a table for eight and seated 
with different interesting people each 
day; or, if you wish, you can eat with the 
same group all of the time. The choice is 
yours! By the way, the wine flows freely 
during both lunch and dinner. If you want 
something a little more out of the ordi¬ 
nary, you can forego the main dining 
room and reserve a spot in the club’s 
Moroccan, Chinese or Italian restau¬ 
rants, or visit Ft. Albert's outdoor 
steakhouse. Whichever you choose, the 
food is sure to satisfy. 

Everyone Knows it's Windy 

I waddled back to the beach after 
lunch and had Pablo clue me in on the 
area’s weather patterns. Bermuda's fall 
and winter winds are usually stronger 
and more consistent than those in other 
seasons, making this club ideal for 
speed freaks in the winter months. 
Wetsuits or drysuits and harnesses are a 
must, however, since temperatures 
sometimes drop to below 45 degrees F. 
And you’ve got to bring your own equip¬ 
ment if you visit between November 22 
and April 30, as Club Med Bermuda’s 
windsurfing program shuts down, leav¬ 
ing the sometimes perfect conditions to 
only the hardiest. 
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^Worth A Trip From Anywhere! 

f Sail ways of Bridgeport is the largest and most accessible sailboard and 

small sailboat shop on the East coast. Approximately 3500 square feet of 
showroom space and 26 loot ceilings captivate ary customer. As you walk 
in you’ll see sails rigged everywhere, fluorescent colors will assault your 
senses, and you’ll see wall-to-wall boards, boats, and accessories—literally 
a boat show all year round. And the easy part is getting there. From North 
or South just take 1-95 to exit 26 and we’re right off the exit (in the same 
building as Upstairs/Downstairs furniture). 

Not only will Sailways impress you with its store layout, but our service, 
selection and prices are unequalled. And we guarantee it. In 1986, Sail- 
ways was the largest Windsurfer dealer in the country and Alcort Sailboat’s 
“rookie of the year." In 1987, Sailways was Bic Sport’s highest volume spe¬ 
cialty shop in the country as well as F2’s 2nd largest dealer nationwide. 

We can guarantee the lowest prices because we do the highest volume. 

-Choose from the largest selection of boats and boards by: Alcort, Angulo, 

Bic, Fanatic, F2, Hi Tech, Nacra, Sailboard, Seatrend, Tiga, Windsurfer, 
and much more. 

-Please feel free to call our new toll free number (800-544-WIND) to 
order ary boardsailing gear you may need. We guarantee immediate ship¬ 
ping and the best prices nationwide! The whole Sailways crew is always 
available to answer ary questions you may have concerning the products 
advertised in this catalog or any general questions about the sport of board- 
sailing. Weareali dedicated boardsailors ready to service all of your needs! 

Sailways Windbome + Sailways 

299 Woidin Avenue M54 Boston Post Road 

Bridgeport, CT 06605 Milford, CT 06460 

203-336-9463 203-878-9204 
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The Aruba Beach Resort 
•£ ^o&xSaySbvrc 

Fronting a beautiful private beach, 
the resort features a water sports 
center, large pool, tennis courts 
and gourmet restaurant. 

Other Vela Destinations: 
Cancun Highwind Center 
Baja Highwind Center 
Experience Maui Package 
Big Winds Gorge Clinics 

Close the Gap. 
Call Vela Tbday! 
800 - 223-5443 

vela 

125 University Ave. Suite 40 
Palo Alto. CA 94301 
415-322-0613 

Call us for great race packages! 

Aruba Hi-Winds, June 5-12 
Reader Service 71 


Close the Gap 
Between Fantasy 
and Reality... 

Come to 
The Aruba 
Highwind 
Center. 


All the windsurfing you desire 
right outside your door! 

The best launch and wind in Aruba 
is right in front of your hotel, the 
Aruba Beach Resort. 


Dependable wind every day. 

Aruba’s wind record is one of the 
most consistent in the world! 


The best equipment rigged 
and waiting on the beach! 

Best of Mistral 1988 & custom 


Improve your sailing! 

Learn jibes, waters tarts or the 
basics from our Mistral Certified 
instructors. 












Catch_ 

Caribbean 
Race Circuit 
this summer! 

Call The WindRider Travel Desk 
for more information: 
800-237-9445 In Florida 407-647-2170 



WindRider Magazine 
presents 

Rhonda Smith 
U.S. Clinic Tbur 

Rhonda Smith Is 
and an ambassador for me spore 
Her clinics bring it all togemer 


Dec. 1-Feb. 29 
Los Barriles, Sea 
of Cortez, B.C.S. 

Mistral Baja 
Hi-Wind Center 
1-800-223-5443 


March 3-6 
Cancun, Mexico 
Michigan 
Windsurfing 
(313)681-1300 


March 11-13 
Orange Park, FL 

Windsurfing 
Orange Park 
(904)272-6996 


March 18-20 
St. Petersburg, FL 
Tbckle Shack 
(813)541-3483 


March 25-27 
Sanibel, FL 

Windsurfing 

Sanibel 

(813)472-0123 


April 1-3 
Miami, FL 

Windsurfing Place 
(305)557-5217 


April 8-10 
Cocoa Beach, FL 

Beth Pawell 
(305) 784-0166 

June 23-26 
Cody, WY 

Alpine Windsurfing 
(307) 733-4460 

August 19-21 
Mt.View.CA 
SpinakerSalllng 
(415)965-7474 


Sept. 9-11 
Portland, ME 

Part Sports 
(207) 775-6080 

Sept. 16-18 
Bondville, VT 
New England 
Sailboard Co. 

(802)874-4178 

Sept. 23-25 
Oconomowoc, WI 

Aquatic World 
(414)567-7245 

Sept.TBA 
New York, NY 

Island Windsurfing 
(212)744-2000 



The club will be glad to assist you in 
storing your equipment and transporting 
it from the airport to the club, but the only 
organized outdoor sports that you’ll find 
going on between late November and 
April are golf and tennis. Indoor activi¬ 
ties take place no matter what! 

The spring and summer months see 
a variety of conditions, including some 
heavy wind days, but they're less fre¬ 
quent than in the fall and summer. Once 
you’re on the open ocean, however, 
you'll always get a good ride for your 
money, and you’re sure to have tempera¬ 
tures well into the 80s during your spring 
and summer visit, so no wetsuits or 
drysuits are necessary. 

If you’re looking for lessons at any 
level, technique pointers, or just some 
good rap, Club Med St. George’s Cove 
can provide it all. Pablo and Roberto had 
nearly 10 years of sailing experience 
between them, and each had learned 
the sport in their respective homelands 
of Chile and Brazil. It was really interest¬ 
ing to talk windsurfing with people from 
other countries-it gave me a new per¬ 
spective on the sport 

Beginners' lessons are held twice a 
day, morning and evening, with an em¬ 
phasis on individual instruction-and 
Pablo and Roberto stayed with their stu¬ 
dents until they’d either accomplished 
their goals, given up, or the sun had set! 
This dedication and patience were in 
evidence for the intermediate and ad¬ 
vanced instruction, too. With that kind of 
perseverance, you’re sure to get the 
help you need to get that beach start or 
jibe down. 

Incidentally, diversity is a strong 
point of each member of Club Med’s 
staff. Spontaneity is at the heart of the 
Club Med experience, so don’t be sur¬ 
prised to find your windsurfing GOs 
doubling as waiters or nightclub enter¬ 
tainers! These people are incredibly 
versatile! 

As my week sped by, I windsurfed to 
my heart’s delight, trying each board the 
club offered-longboarding it on the light 
wind days that arrived at the end of the 
week, but sticking to the shortboards 
while the winds were strong. There was 
good open water sailing just off Ft. St. 
Catherine with more than enough chop 
for hopping, and airtime almost equal to 
planing time. Even Pablo and Roberto 
were out there between lessons and rig¬ 
ging. 

Going it Alone 

One of the reasons I traveled to 
Bermuda's Club Med without my own 
equipment was to take advantage of the 
super Tiga production board line, but I 
was a bit curious about sailing condi¬ 
tions around the island and away from 
the club. Happily, I located Bermuda’s 
resident pro, Hugh Watlington, and he 
filled me in on the local conditions. 
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The perfect ending to a vacation in paradise. Sails in the sunset are commonplace off Club Med. 


Hugh spoke to me from his windsurf¬ 
ing shop in Hamilton and was very enthu¬ 
siastic about sailing around Bermuda. 
From waves to flat water sailing, 
boardsailing is definitely here, and it’s 
here year-round I discovered that since 
tourists are permitted to rent only mopeds 
(there are no car rental agencies on the 
island), transporting your equipment 
around the island could be a real prob¬ 
lem. Of course, Club Med provides trans¬ 
port for GMs with their own equipment 
from the airport to the club, but I can’t 
quite picture someone driving a moped 
with a board and ng strapped to the back. 
If you plan to explore Bermuda by 
sailboard, you'd better let Hugh advise 
you on a more practical and less comical 
means of transport. 

Happy Endings 

With the end of my stay sadly in sight, 
I was quickly re-energized when I arrived 
on the beach Thursday morning to find a 
race announcement for beginners and 
experienced sailors posted at the 
windsurf shack. Sign-ups were already 
underway for the regatta that would take 
place the following afternoon. 

On the day of the race, the winds were 
disappointing at barely eight to 10 knots 
offshore. But we were determined to 
have fun. The sun was out, the boards 
were rigged and buoyed, and the starting 


horn was poised in Pablo’s hand. At the 
starting blast, the competitors were off 
and running, racing down the beach to 
leap in the water and grab the nearest 
board. With the whole beach crowd 
watching and some fairly quick turns 
through the combination slalom/triangle 
course, we had winners in both classes. 
They would receive their medals at the 
official awards ceremony that night. 
Medals, huh? Maybe I should have en¬ 
tered the race instead of taking pictures! 

But there’s always a next time. I was 
really impressed and I’ll definitely be 


back Although I didn’t use all the club’s 
facilities—the two pools, the 18-hole golf 
course, the complete health club, and 
more-1 quickly learned that this club’s 
motto is ’‘Excellence.’’ 

This club’s excellence could only 
have been achieved through a unified 
effort on the part of the entire staff, led by 
their chief, Ben Bousnina. They never 
stopped searching for ways to make my 
vacation the best ever. Whether I needed 
quiet time or the high life, the means, 
energy, and people were always there to 
make it happen. As the GOs say, “No 







TRAVEL PACKAGES 

ARUBA PRO/AM FROM $649. 

6/5 TO 6/12 

CURACAO PRO/AM FROM $769. 

6/14 TO 6/19 

CABRETTE PRO/AM FROM $499. 

6/21 TO 6/26 

GORGE PRO/AM FROM $549. 

7/8 TO 7/17 

ST BARTS 24 HOURS FROM $729. 

TEAM MARATHON 8/4 TO 8/8 

PACKAGE INCLUDES: RT AIRFARE 
AND EQUIPMENT TRANSFERS 
FROM EAST COAST, REGISTRA¬ 
TION, ACCOMMODATIONS DOUBLE 
OCCUPANCY. CALL FOR SINGLE, 
TRIPLE AND QUAD RATES AND 
SPECIAL PACKAGES FOR 
PROFESSIONALS. 


M85SP 0 


800-635-1155 
215-348-9813 
FAX: 215-348-2341 
TELEX: 281481 WIND UR 


/PINDSURFING 
/ / 'JlCATIONS 


COMPLETE 

TRAVEL 

PACKAGES 

FROM 

$ 599 * 




Reservations 




■&§£■ 1-800-635-1155 

JP* In PA: 215-348-9813 


Photo by Darrell Jones 


• OAHU, MAUI 

• BARBADOS 

• DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 

• ARUBA 

• PUERTO RICO 

• ST. BARTS 

• ANTIGUA 

• CURACAO 

'Limited availability. 
Prices subject to change. 
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WINDSURF 
ABACO 



• Take an Out-Island vacation for as low as $610.00. 

• Package includes: Round "Trip air from Fort Lauderdale 
to Marsh Harbour 7 nights' accommodations per person 
triple occ. Mistral equipment by Tory Strange Windsurfing 
St. Augustine and Treasure Cay Club and Cruise. Air 
available from any major city. 

• Close — Safe — Easy. 

• Warm flat water or exciting wave sailing at Rush Reef. 

• For reservations or information call our staff at: 

Caribbean Watersporfs 
101 F Street. St. Augustine, Fla. 32084 
904-471-5558 
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DREAMING OF BAJA? 

...JOIN THE CLUB 

“THE BAJA SURF CLUB” 

Official 1988 Winter Demo Center for 
DONT BE LATE! 

Last year the popular holiday periods were booked full by September. Don’t be 
_disappointed— call now! 


/>>>>>/>>> 


HOTEL PALMAS DE CORTEZ, LOS BARRILES 

Launch from in front ot your room and enjoy— 

■ Beautiful beachfront accommodations & meals 

■ A full selection of the latest performance equipment 

■ Daily high wind instruction sessions, seminars & videos 

■ Mountain biking, horseback riding, tennis, volleyball & snoring 

■ Mexican fiesta nights, beach bon-fires & free margaritas'l 

COMPLETE ONE .WEEK PACKAGES 


call toll free*' 

818 • 883-2049 

800 • 222-5717 
ca 800 • 551-8844 
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p 0 00X1284 CAN0GA PARK, CA 91304 
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problem'" And at Club Med, they mean it! 
Contributed by Andrea Korkut 

Assateague? And Ocracoke? 

This is an invitation to our Canadian 
friends-who won the gold for hospitality 
at the Winter Olympics-to bring their 
welcome presence to two more places 
when they head south for windsurfing. 
And it's a notice to all eastern American 
sailors that they, too, are missing two 
super sailing areas. 

For several years, Canadians have 
been gathering at Cape Hatteras in such 
numbers that the best sailing spot there, 
Canadian Hole, was named after them. 
Hatteras is tops, all right, for all-around 
sailing, but a few insiders know two other 
almost-as-great locations: Ocracoke 
and Assateague islands. 

If Hatteras is a 10 on the scale for all- 
around boardsailing, then Assateague 
and Ocracoke are both nines. 

Assateague is five hours closer by 
car to northeast and Canadian 
boardsailors than is Cape Hatteras; 
Ocracoke is just one island and one ferry 
ride down from Hatteras. 

Both are so obscure in the windsurf¬ 
ing world that the sight of a dozen sails 
on a great summer afternoon is a real 
event. But both have world-class sailing 
opportunities; many square miles of the 
kind of sailing conditions most liked by 
most boardsailors-windy, sheltered, 
sandy, and shallow-and miles of ocean 
beaches favored by wave bashers. 

Both islands have well-equipped 
board shops and beginner/intermediate 
instruction. Both are park areas; both 
have easy water access; both have 
handy camping and other facilities. 

And they offer special features: both 
have superb cruising areas and inlets 
that provide special sailing opportunities 
for intermediates and experts. And As¬ 
sateague Island has a right-angled 
beach that, like the cape at Cape Hat¬ 
teras, doubles a boardsailor’s chances 
of finding a favorable wind-beach rela¬ 
tionship. 

You’ll find Assateague Island where 
coastal Virginia and Maryland meet. 
Look for the village of Chincoteague, Vir¬ 
ginia; that's the gateway to the southern 
end of Assateague Island. The northern 
end, in Maryland, doesn't have a gate¬ 
way town, but head toward Ocean City 
and then use a detailed map to turn off to 
Assateague. 

Ocracoke is easier to find. From the 
south, drive up the coast of North Caro¬ 
lina until you come to the Cedar Island- 
Ocracoke ferry. 

If you’re at Cape Hatteras, take the 
free ferry south, and you'll land on the 
northern end of Ocracoke Island, right 
by three of the best sailing spots. To your 
left as you leave the ferry is hard-surface 
parking on Pamlico Sound, with a half 
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mile’s sail to Hatteras Inlet, which opens 
into the ocean. 

Just past the parking area is a sand 
road that will take four-wheel-drivers to 
the ocean beaches near the inlet. A bit 
farther down the only highway, a sand 
turn-off toward the sound leads to open 
sailing that is a good match for Canadian 
Hole up at Hatteras-except there’s al¬ 
most no one there. 

As you drive on down the island, there 
are left and right turn-offs to the ocean or 
sound. You can launch at the highway on 
Molasses Creek, a hundred-yard sail to 
Pamlico Sound. Near the airstrip, you can 
turn left to ocean surf and Ocracoke Inlet. 
Then you come to the village of Ocracoke 
which even has a small lake for begin¬ 
ners. Ask about put-in spots and lessons 
at the board shop in the Old Post Office, 
919-928-6141, or use the sound-side 
launch at the town parking lot near the 
south-heading ferry. 

Ocracoke sailing is due for a bit of 
natural notice this year. The US Yacht 
Racing Union is sponsoring a clinic there 
for sailboard instructors, June 6 to 9. 

Since Assateague Island, farther 
north in Virginia and Maryland, is another 
unspoiled coastal barrier island, the 
basic sailing geography is similar. Again, 
it is park land with a village, this time on an 
adjoining island, Chincoteague. 

Assateague has one sailing area that 



Enjoy a ferry ride to Ocracoke-boards, sails, car, and all. 



BUY A SEATREND TODAY... 

OR YOU MIGHT BE FISHIN’ TOMORROW 


1987 Retailer of the Year'ABIA ’ 

Mew England J 
Sailboard Co.y 

P.O. Box 233W • Jamaica, VT 05343 
802/874-4178 Rt. 4 East • Rutland. VT 

May 15 Is “On Water Demo Day" 


Year after year Seatrends are on the water beating custom boards along with 
winning rave reviews and top honors in WINDRIDER MAGAZINE’S Board 
Testing. For 1988 New England Sailboard has the new 9’3, 9’7, 9*10 and 
8* 10. They are so fast and easy to sail that sailor demand will exceed the supply. 
It’s hard to improve upon a classic shape, and the 9’1 and 9’5 are back better 
than ever, sporting new graphics that will make custom boards look boring. 
Call now for your new Seatrend today, because if you don’t, you might be 
fishin’ tomorrow! 

Call or write us today for our free 
full-color Seatrend catalog 
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'^ROGER’S WINDSURF PLACE 

..ARIIBA 

The place wifhoneofthehighest wind consistency averages in the world. 

• 1988 Klepper Line • Aero Custom Boards • Windline 
Products • Exel Masts • North Sails 1988 Line • Da Kine 

• Xstreamline 

Offers: • Special one-week packages 

• Complete windsurf shop and accessories 

• Oceanfrontat best surf location on the island 

• Lessons at any level 

One-week packages start as low as $ 299.00 
includes: —7 nights in AC Room 

—New High performance equipment 
*(week package rate based on double occupancy) 
For information or reservations call or write to: 

Roger's Windsurf Place L. G. Smith Blvd. 472 

RO. Box 46 Malmok, ARUBA 
PHONE: (2978)-21918 
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Come £<a> Punta Goleta <,o„ 



... and share all the fun and excitement of the Domin¬ 
ican Republic's newest resort destination! 

All of the 100-acre Punta Goleta Beach Resort's 128 
air conditioned rooms and two 3-bedroom villas are 
luxuriously appointed with telephone, lull private bath 
including tub and shower; most with Victorian balconies 
a patios 

Amenities include our elegant Green House 


Other sports activities include tennis day or night 
table tennis. Robert Trent Jones golf only 25 minutes 
away, swimming, scuba diving, water skiing, horse¬ 
shoes horseback riding, beach and pool volleyball, 
archery, jogging track on premises, board games, frog 
and crab racing, boating in our beautiful, tranquil 
lagoon {with picnic baskets on request) ...and if you're 
early enough to hooka carp, well be happy to cook your 


Restaurant where you will enjoy your familiar spirits or 
our exciting tropical drinks along with continental or 
native cuisine, which is always prepared and served with 
tendet loving care. 

Mornings feature a giant omelet bar kx your bullet 
breakfast Daily barbecues at both pool and beach bars 
nightly entertainment in The Breeze Club discotheque, 
satellite TV and complimentary merengue lessons in 
our La Concha Bar. 

A tour desk is hot for your conwsiience. gift shop, 
at tan and motorbike rentals, plus daily scheduled 

complimentary bus service ioSosua. for shopping and 


^^Sldeshcw winds 15-30 knots and a J’-6' reef break, 
make Qtarete one of the worlds mndsuriing capitals! 


catch! 

Have the best Caribbean vacation ever. Come to the 
PUnta Goleta Beach Resort where we're "growing to be 
the best!' 


PnKnXGoLETA 

BEACH RESORT 

•GWWWG 10 B£ THE BEST 1 ' 

Tor immediate reservations, call: U.S.A. 
800-874*4637. Miami. PL 361-8885. direct 
809-571-503673. 
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surpasses famous Canadian Hole- 
Tom’s Cove It’s a two-mile diameter 
bay. with shallow, sandy beaches, shel¬ 
tered from the wind only by low sand 
dunes and ringed by interesting cruising 
and picnic spots. Parking is handy both 
to the cove and open ocean. 

The heavy-action ocean inlet is ac- 
| cessible from Tom’s Cove or, currently, a 
beach drive around the cove As with the 
Ocracoke and Hatteras inlets, you’ll find 
offshore surf to play in and little islands to 
explore. 

At this writing, the US Fish and Wild¬ 
life Service, which owns the Tom’s Cove 
area, and the National Park Service, 
which manages it. are arguing over 
boardsailors’-and everyone else’s- 
access from April through August to part 
of the sand dune area that wraps around 
the cove. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service is under 
political pressure to close the area on the 
assumption that four-wheel-drive traffic 
on the beach interferes with the nesting 
of the piping plover, an endangered bird 
found there and elsewhere on the island. 
The Park Service disputes the danger 
(the nesting area has long been posted 
off-limits) and is under political pressure 
to let limited numbers of sailors and fish¬ 
ermen continue to drive on the beach. 
An ultimate decision to restrict would 
make sailor access to some areas more 
difficult—you’d sail to the inlet, not drive- 
but would leave the best ocean and 
cove beaches open. 

You’ll find the local windsurfing 
experts-and a school-at two shops of 
the Island Sailing Center at Chinco- 
teague Village. 804-336-6336. 

The north end of Assateague Island 
has great ocean sailing and a new hard- 
surface launch/park spot on the sound. 
You have a unique opportunity for island- 
to-island cruising on the sound side with 
overnighting at remote park campsites. 

Wind on both islands favors 
boardsailors. Assateague’s summer 
wind patterns usually start in mid-March 
and bring south and southwest winds 
On the average, you can expect seven- 
to 12-knot winds in the morning, accord¬ 
ing to the meteorologists at NASA's 
weather station nearby, and 10 to 18 
knots in the afternoon. 

Ocracoke winds are comparable to 
the great winds at Cape Hatteras. ac¬ 
cording to the NOAA weather people. 
Coast Guard figures give monthly 
averages (including the nighttime lulls) 
of 12 and 13 knots November through 
April, 11-plus knots in May, June, and 
July, and 10-plus in August, September, 
and October. Wind directions tend to be 
south-southwest March through August 
and northerly during the colder months. 

Both Ocracoke and Assateague 
have similar histories and offer plenty to 
do when you’re not sailing. Both islands 
served as havens and staging grounds 
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When it comes right down to it, neither 
island is good for much except beach fun 
and superb boardsailing. Any sailor in 
the East might be willing to put up with 
that, however...and here’s a special wel¬ 
come to you nice Canadians-come on 
down and make some new sailing holes 
famous! 

Contributed by Richard Fryklund. 


Each 2-day clinic covers high speed 
jibes, waterstarts, performance rig¬ 
ging, slalom racing, video analysis 
and more. Clinic dates: June 14-17, 
June 2S-July 1. Hosted by Hood 
River Windsurfing 503-386-5787 


July 28-29, Squamish River, BC, July 
30-31, China Creek. Hosted by Lead¬ 
ing Edge Sailboards, Vancouver, BC, 
604-736-9167, August 5-6 N’itnat 
Lake Hosted by Ocean Winds Board¬ 
sailing, Victoria, BC 604-389-0453 
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Restaurant where you will enjoy your familiar spirits or 
our exciting tropical drinks along with continental or 
native cuisine, which is always prepared and served with 
tender loving care. 

Mornings feature a giant omelet bar for your buffet 
breakfast Dally barbecues at both pool and beach bars 
nightly entertainment in The Brcoe Club discotheque, 
satellite TV and complimentary merengue lessons in 
our la Concha Bar. 

A tour desk is here for your convenience, gift shop, 
cac van and motorbike rentals, plus daily scheduled 
complimentary bus service to Sosua. for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Sideshoce winds 15-30 knots and a 3'*6'reef break, 
make Cabarete one of the world's windsurfing capitals! 


Have the best Caribbean vacation ever. Come to the 
PUnta Goleta Beach Resort where we're ’growing to be 
the best!" 


pflSfcOLETA 

beach resort 

■Gflowworoafneersr 


imedlate reservations, call: U.S.A. 
-4637. Miami, n 361-8885. direct 


M>iuw i ^ uj itT-trffl]re! s r ~ ^ i v(j ■ mo mmy 
averages (including the nighttime lulls) 
of 12 and 13 knots November through 
April. 11-plus knots in May. June, and 
July, and 10-plus in August. September, 
and October. Wind directions tend to be 
south-southwest March through August 
and northerly during the colder months. 

Both Ocracoke and Assateague 
have similar histories and offer plenty to 
do when you're not sailing. Both islands 
served as havens and staging grounds 
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for pirates, with Ocracoke's Edward 
Teach, AKA Blackbeard, being the most 
notorious. Eventually both islands at¬ 
tracted respectable settlers for the same 
reasons the native Indians had fre¬ 
quented them: an abundance of water- 
fowl and seafood. 

Despite the evolution into quiet sum¬ 
mer visitor areas, both Chincoteague and 
Ocracoke villages maintain vigorous fish¬ 
ing industries, accordingly, most restau¬ 
rants specialize in seafood. 

Fortunately, the current penchant for 
using good local produce, classical tech¬ 
niques. and imaginative recipes has 
reached these islands, so you need not 
settle for the old deep-fried platters. 
Chincoteague, with the larger visitor 
population, has more choices, but both 
have a good mix. On Chincoteague, the 
Channel Bass Inn (overpriced and over- 
spiced) is the high-budget place; The 
Beachway (great chocolate velvet), Oys¬ 
ter Catcher, AJ's, and Landmark Crab 
House offer a variety of fine cooking and 
cuisines. Spinnakers, Don's Seafood, 
and Etta’s offer standard fare. Try 
McCready's for snacks. 

On Ocracoke, the Back Porch has 
gourmet dining; the Pony Island standard 
fare (superb bluefish); and it's the Crab 
Shack for sandwiches. 

Good news: both islands have ice¬ 
cream parlors. 

Both have a full choice of lodging. 
Some, like the Waterside Motor Inn and 
Tom’s Cove Campground in Chinco¬ 
teague, permit boardsailors to launch 
from the premises; Pine Grove camp¬ 
ground is quite pleasant. Camping at 
Ocracoke is US Government standard 
issue: no hot showers. 

While both islands focus on oceans 
and beaches, there is plenty more to see 
and do when the wind doesn't blow: sport 
fishing, clamming, birdwatching, craft 
shops, and shelling. Ocracoke is a five- 
mile sail from the ghost town of 
Portsmouth, now part of the National Park 
System. Assateague has the Wallops 
Island NASA research station and mu¬ 
seum. 

With such great sailing and pleasant 
atmosphere, why are the two islands so 
little known and used by boardsailors? 
Perhaps it is because neither has the 
great hotels that create advertising and 
attract people; and neither has been 
ground up and rebuilt by the Army Corps 
of Engineers in efforts to support more 
commerce. 

When it comes right down to it, neither 
island is good for much except beach fun 
and superb boardsailing. Any sailor in 
the East might be willing to put up with 
that, however...and here’s a special wel¬ 
come to you nice Canadians-come on 
down and make some new sailing holes 
famous I 

Contributed by Richard Fryklund. 


MAUI BEST 

HIGH-PERFORMANCE RENTAL FLEET 


20-25 Knot Winds Year-round 
72-80°F Water Temperature 
80-88°F Daytime High Air 
Temperature 

Over 100 Jimmy Lewis custom 
rental boards. 

NEILPRYDE 

mistral 77ga A 


• Over 200 Rental Boards 

• Exchange Boards at any time — NO CHARGE 

• 1 Mile from Kanaha Beach Park 

• Lesson Clinics Available — waterstarts, jibes, 
high wind, wave riding, slalom sailing. 


nmkwcnom 

vvindsur&ng havsccd AMPROrj 

COMPLETEWlNDSURfWGTRWEFACKAGES! 

8 Days/7 Nights 

Ml ■ ■ ■ Airfare/Condominium Suite/Car and 
7 Great Days of Windsurfing Maui! 

K “per person/double occupancy/midweek 

“ Mm MM west coast flights 

2 Week Packages Only $1,149!\ v ^ 

• Non-windsurfing travelers pay only $649 
for 8-day package 

• Special children's fares 


CALL TOLL FREE 
1 - 800 - 231-6958 

Hawaiian Island Windsurfing 
460 Dairy Rd„ Kahului, Maui, HI 96732 
800-367-8047 ext. 170 
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WindRider presents Betty Birrell’s 

PERFORMANCE WINDSURFING CLINICS 

brought to you bv: Carrera Bare Gaastra Windsurfing 
Hawaii Ampro Polartherm Quiksilver 


Each 2-day clinic covers high speed 
jibes, waterstarts, performance rig¬ 
ging, slalom racing, video analysis 
and more. Clinic dates: June 14-17, 
June 28-July 1. Hosted by Hood 
River Windsurfing 503-386-5787 


July 28-29, Squamish River, BC, July 
30-31, China Creek. Hosted by Lead¬ 
ing Edge Sailboards, Vancouver, BC, 
604-736-9167. August 5-6 Nitnat 
Lake Hosted by Ocean Winds Board- 
sailing, Victoria, BC 604-389-0453 
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EXPERIENCE THE ULTIMATE... ABK's SIXTH 
ANNUAL SAILBOARD RACING CAMP.. 



Come to a beautiful ABK CAMP location and improve your sailing 
tactics: Learn to water start, learn quick tacks and jibes, slalom racing, 
freestyle, course racing. . .great food. . .tons of fun. . .see yourself 
on video with the video analysis. . . enjoy the experience and demo 
the full line of 1988 fanatic boards and A.P.T. Sails. 


Sebastian, FL 
April 18-22 

Santa Fe, NM 
June 20-24 


Cape Cod, Ml 
May 16-20 

Rio Vista, CA 
August 8-12 


St. Joseph, Ml 
June 6-10 

Lake Lopez, CA 
Aug. 29-Sept. 2 


a 




SPORTS 


LIMITED CAPACITY PER LOCATION! 

SPONSORED BY: FANATIC, WINDRIDER, DA KINE, VICTORY, NAMBE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: ABK SPORTS/KATIE GRIFFITH (415) 435-5134 


NO MORE AGONY OF DA-FEET 

THE ULTIMATE WINDSURFING SHOE 

m : i 

^ niiii i ' 




aquasock ONLY $23.95 

ORDER YOURS NOW FROM 

SAILBOARDS MIAMI 1-800-545-SAH 1-305-361-SAIL (Florida) 



camberllte 


fwtDun 


Sq.M BOOM MAST Sq.M BOOM MAST 

S.2 5'6* 15'4' 4.0 4'9* 15'0* 

5.8 6'0* 18'0* 45 5'0* 15'0' 

8.5 8’6* 18*0* 55 5'4* 15'8* 

5.6 5’tO' 16'0’ 


LIMITED SPECIAL OFFER 


VIKING WINDSURFING 

1596 S. Dixie Hwy., Miami, FL 33146 

FIRST 10 SOLD WILL GET FREE 

WINDSURFING HAWAII MAST EXTENSION 
WITH STAARFOOT VAUJE $83.- 

BY USING THE CAMBER YOU GET A MORE SPEEO 
ORIENTED FOIL, EXCELLENT FOR WATERSTARTS 
AND AERIAL HOTDOGGING TOO. BY TAKING THE 
CAMBER OUT A TRUE WAVE SAIL IS ACHIEVED. 

A SPEED SLALOM SAIL WITH THE SUPERIOR 
HANDLING OF A WAVE SAIL. 

All At The Best Prices 

When in S. Florida come and visit 
us or call the Viking Hot Line 

1 -800-422-LQQP 


■ THE ■ - 

Bonaire Beach 

♦ HOTEL♦ 



One of the world’s greatest 
dive sites is also one of the 
Caribbean’s best windsurfing 
locales. The winds average 
from 15 to 30 knots year 
’round. Bonaire Beach’s newly 
certified Mistral Windsurfing 
School offers everything from a 
land simulator for beginners to 
sleek, high-performance boards 
and sails for experts. And, 
windsurfing is FREE... as is 
sunfish sailing, mini-golf, day 
and night tennis, and a games 
and activities program. 

All this, plus the largest 
white sandy beach on Bonaire, 
the Black Coral Casino, and 
fantastic snorkeling and diving. 
Complete packages including 
room, breakfast and personal 
windsurfer are available. 

For information and 
reservations call I.T.R. 
toll free 800-223-9815. 

In N.Y. 212-840-6636. 
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Events 

May 5-15: PBA World Tour, Schevenin- 
gen, Holland. Contact the PBA at 011 -49- 
89-781-074. 

May 6-8: South Padre Island/Winter 
Park Blow Out. Triangle, slalom, and long 
distance races in Laguna Madre Bay. For 
more information, call 800-992-7263 or 
512-761-6433. 

May 7: Eckerd Challenge, St Pete, FL. 
Southeast Championship Series. Con¬ 
tact Waterfront at 813-867-1166. 

May 7: Mug Race, 39-mile race from 
Palatka to Jacksonville, FL. Contact 
Emory at Sailboat Supply, 904-260-4226. 
May 7: Sailing Sausage Regatta, Mis¬ 
sion Bay, CA. Contact the Santa Clara 
Racing Assoc, at 619-459-3511. 

May 7: 4th Annual Surfsailing & Slalom 
Spectacular. One of two surfsailing 
events in the nine-event Long Beach Is¬ 
land Surf and Slalom Windsurfing Tour; 
held in Ship Bottom, New Jersey Contact 
Jack Bushko at 609-494-1244 
May 7-8: Record Bar Regatta, 
Pensacola, FL Southeast Championship 
Series. Contact Mike Mead at 904-923- 
7873. 

May 14-15: Peter Sanger Memorial Re¬ 
gatta/Mistral Florida State Champion¬ 
ships, Sanibel, FL. The two-day event will 
include triangle, slalom, and long dis¬ 
tance for both one-design and open 
class. Contact Ben McQuire at 813-472- 
0123. 

May 12-15: Buzzards Bay Crossing at 
Old Silver Beach, North Falmouth, MA. 
Four-day event will include slalom, 
course, and long distance racing. Con¬ 
tact Peter Underwood, PO Box 580, 
Marion, MA 02738; 617-540-8800 or 617- 
748-1648. 

May 21-22: Georgia/South Carolina 
Championships, Hilton Head, SC. Con¬ 
tact Mike Overton at 803-671-2643. 
May 21-22: Big Regatta, Lake Lewis¬ 
ville, Dallas, TX. Contact Mark Peyton, 
214-620-2377. 

May 21-22: Material World Regatta, 
Ocean City, MD. Call Richard Collins at 
301-267-3746 or 267-3747. 

May 21-22: Jalama Expression Ses¬ 
sion, Jalama Beach Park, CA. Contact 
Lori Rafferty at 805-962-1438. 

May 26-30: Corpus Christi Caller/Times 
US Open, at Corpus Christi, TX. Pro/Am 
event with over $20,000 in cash and 
prizes. Pros race May 26-30; amateurs 
race May 28-30. Contact Charles Allen, 
the US Open Committee, PO Box 9136, 
Corpus Christi, TX 78469; 512-852-7327. 
May 28-29: Windsurf Invitational, 
Ocean Springs. Contact Pat Sheehan at 
601-875-1917. 

May 29: Upwind Regatta, Miami, FL. 
Southeast Championship Series. Con¬ 
tact Paul Dunbar at 305-373-7245. 

May 31-June 5: Curacao, slalom rac¬ 
ing. Contact WindRider Travel at 800- 
continued on page 129 



INCLUDING AIR, CAR, ACCOMMODATIONS 
AND: 


Complete Hi-Tech sailboard and 

equipment rentals (beginner to ffs* * 

expert) - 

Alan Cadiz’s “Hawaiian 
Sailboarding Techniques" 
instruction 



Call Maui Windsurfari 

Toll Free: 1 -800-367-8047 ext. 334 

or Hi-Tech Sailboards 

230 Hana Highway, Kahului, HI 96732 808-877-2111 
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CALIFORNIA 

AMERICAN RIVER RECREATION. Sac¬ 
ramento. CA. (916) 635-4479. Valley’s largest 
selection of sailboards and accessories. 
Beginner to advanced high wind sailors. 
Sales, rentals and lessons. 

CONNECTICUT 

*REX SAILBOARD SYSTEMS Full-serv- 
ice 7 days year-round. Repairs-Service. 
Extensive inventory. Hard-to-find parts our 
specialty. Authorized dealer for: JIMMY 
LEWIS, BIC, O’BRIEN. SAILBOARD. FREE¬ 
DOM. NEIL PRYDE. FLEETWOOD. ALEEDA, 
WINDSURFING HAWAII, BARE. THULE. YA¬ 
KIMA and much more. Visit or call our water¬ 
front store for one of the best selections in the 
Northeast. 144 Water Street. S. Norwalk, CT 
06854, (203) 838-4006. 

GONE WITH THE WIND SAILING 
SCHOOL. E. Norwalk, CT. Learn the quickest 
and easiest way with our B.I.G. Certified In¬ 
structors. Directed by 8th year Master Instruc¬ 
tor, Bruce Caslowitz. Beginner-intermediate- 
advanced lessons. Extremely reasonable 
rates. Beach number (203) 852-1857. Winter 
number (203) 762-8324. 

OCEANFLYER WINDSURFING. Author¬ 
ized dealer for F2, Tiga, SeaTrend, Neil Pryde, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, DaKine, Bare, Terzo and 
much more. Route 2, Pawcatuck, CT 06379, 
(203) 599-5694. 

OUTDOOR SPORTS CENTER. Rt. 7, Wil¬ 
ton, CT 06897. Connecticut’s most complete 
and happening sailboard shop. Huge dis¬ 
plays of production and custom boards, sails, 
masts and booms. Every hot fin, loads of wet & 
drysuits. Lessons, rentals, and repairs. Ca¬ 
noes. kayaks and camping, too. Our prices 
can’t be beat. (203) 762-8324. 
WATER-WISE. 250 Broad Street, Manch¬ 
ester. CT 06040, (203) 647-7245. WATER- 
WISE is a full-service sailboard shop provid¬ 
ing: new and used sailboards, lessons, rent¬ 
als, demos, accessories from drysuits to uni¬ 
versal. repairs, activewear and sailboard 
club. 

FLORIDA 

AAA SAILBOARDS MIAMI, INC 

Windsurfer Beach, Rickenbacker Causeway, 
Miami. The best bayfront location! Complete 
school & certification program. Hi-Tech board 
rental, Alpha sailboard sales and test center. 
Look for our mobile pro-shop on the beach 
(305) 361-SAIL (7245). Visit us at our new 
Coral Gables location, 4031 Le Jeune Rd. Call 
our order fun line (1-800) 545-SAIL. 
AGUERA WIND & SURF. Beachcomber 
Hotel, 6200 Gulf Blvd., St. Pete Beach, (813) 
360-3783. Sales, Lessons, Rentals. 

BAY WINDSURFING. Panama City Beach. 
Most complete shop in Florida. Open all year. 
Sales, lessons, rentals, accessories, hot fash¬ 
ions. 2226 Thomas Dr., Panama City Beach, 


FL 32407, (904) 234-0963. 

CALEMA BOARDSAILING. NewLocation! 
2755 N. Banana River Dr. Ste. E. Merritt Island, 
FL 32952, (305) 453-3223. Mistral Certified 
Instructors-Lessons, rentals, demos, repairs 
and sales. Fleet activities monthly. 

OCEAN BLVD. SAILBOARDING, INC. 
5254 Ocean Blvd., Sarasota, FL 34242, (813) 
349-3828 On the Gulf, large rental fleet, 
lessons, Mistral, Alpha, HiFly, Hi-Tech, acces¬ 
sories, sportswear. Open 7 days. Home of 
Fleet 13. 

SANDY POINT SAILBOARDS 1114 Riv¬ 
erside Drive, Holly Hill, FL 32017 (near Day¬ 
tona Beach). Full-service shop featuring Mis¬ 
tral, Fanatic, O’Brien, SeaTrend, Protec, 
Jimmy Lewis, Aerotech, Neil Pryde and A.R.T. 
Lessons, rentals, board and sail repair WE 
SHIP ANYWHERE. (904) 255-4977. 
SPLASHDANCE IN NICEVILLE. North¬ 
west Florida's up-front windsurfing shop. We 
ship boards, sails, gear. Jumbo masts. GIANT 
sails by Andre. Novice video. 1-800-UP- 
FRONT. 



SOUTH SAILBOARDS. 928 Truman Ave., 
Key West, FL 33040, (305) 296-0755. A full 
service shop Hi-Performance rentals. Sail 
repairs, custom harnesses, board bags, ac¬ 
cessories. 

WIND DANCER WATERSPORTS, INC 

Full service on your way to the beaches. Ft. 
Myers Beach, FL 33931, (813) 466-SURF 
(7873). 

WINDSURFING KEY LARGO. High per¬ 
formance sailboard shop with 2 beachside 
locations: 104100 Overseas Hwy., Key Largo, 
FL 33037 (Bayside) and at Holiday Isle Resort, 
Islamorada, FL 33036 (Oceanside). Featuring 
FLORIDA'S most complete test centers for 
NEIL PRYDE, F2, TIGA, SEATREND, ALPHA 
and HOBIE CAT. Rentals by the hour or by the 
week. Beginners and advanced programs 
available and also check out our exciting 
sailboard vacation packages where you can 
get some real tropical sailing. Come sail the 
BREEZE in the Florida KEYS! (305) 451-3869. 

HAWAII 

HAWAIIAN ISLAND WINDSURFING 

Maui's most complete retail and rental shop 
offers everything for the traveling sailor; over 
200 rental boards and Maui’s hi-wind test 
center for Mistral, F2, Tiga, Neil Pryde, Gaas- 
tra, Simmer Style and Jimmy Lewis Custom 
boards. Lessons available for waterstarts and 


jibes Call or write: Hawaiian Island Windsurf¬ 
ing, 460 Dairy Road, Kahului, HI 96732. Toll- 
free (800) 231-6958, (808) 871-4981 
HI-TECH SAILBOARDS. 230 Hana Hwy., 
Kahului, HI 96732 and 51 Baldwin Ave., Paia, 
HI 96779. Hi-Tech offers the finest custom 
board rental fleet on Maui featuring over 100 
custom Hi-Techs plus a fleet of production 
boards. Our windsurfing school, HAWAIIAN 
SAILBOARDING TECHNIQUES, is directed 
by windsurfing champion Alan Cadiz. (Two lo¬ 
cations) 

SAILBOARDS KAUAI Kauai's best selec¬ 
tion of windsurfing equipment! Retail shop, 
top-of-the line rentals and lessons by friendly 
and informed instructors. 

SECOND WIND The largest windsurfing 
center in Hawaii specializing in Maui quality 
used equipment. All new accessories and 
supplies. Full service. Rentals, lessons, mail¬ 
orders, storage. Located 5 minutes from 
Kanaha Beach Park. Ill Hana Hwy., 
Kahului, HI 96732, (808) 877-SHOP (7467). 
WINDSURFING WEST. 460 Dairy Road, 
Kahului. Maui, Hawaii, (808) 871-8733. Spe¬ 
cializing in high-wind instruction for beginner 
through advanced students. Learn the ba¬ 
sics or improve your skills. Contact us to 
arrange your accommodations for your visit to 
Maui. 

ILLINOIS 

MARINE MART 639 Ogden Ave., Downers 
Grove, IL 60515, (312) 968-6477. Mistral, 
Alpha, Aitken sailboards. O'Neill, Bare, 
Sportskin wetsuits. Complete line of parts and 
accessories. FREE sailboard clinic every 
Tuesday during season. 

WINDWARD SPORTS Windsurfing spe¬ 
cialists are here to serve you with B.I.G. and 
U.S.Y.R.U. Certified Instructors. A large se¬ 
lection of the best brands in equipment and 
accessories with an introductory package of 
1988 equipment for $599. We sail what we 
sell-you can too! 3317 N. Clark, Chicago, IL 
60657, (312)472-6868. 

MAINE 

PORT SPORTS. Portland, Maine (207) 775- 
6080, Kennebunk, Maine (207) 985-4059. 
Mistral, SeaTrend, Bic, O'Brien, Gaastra, 
Pryde, O’Neill, Body Glove, Bare, Windsurf 
Hawaii. Lessons, rentals, repairs. 

SUNNY BREEZE SPORTS. Route 302, 
Naples, ME 04055, (207) 693-3867. Fanatic, 
Bic, O'Brien, Neil Pryde, Windsurfing Hawaii, 
Bare, O'Neill. Parts & Clothing. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

BUZZARDS BAY SAILBOARDS. On 

warm, windy Buzzards Bay-all major lines 
carried-lessons, rentals, demos. Northeast 
dealer lor Hi-Per Tech slalom boards Route 6, 
Marion, MA (617) 748-1648. 

CAPE SAILBOARDS. 661 Main St.. Fal¬ 
mouth, MA 02540, (617) 540-8800. Special¬ 
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izing in high performance equipment and serv¬ 
ice. ANGULO HAWAII customs. Lessons, 
rentals. 

MICHIGAN 

OUTPOST WINDSPORTS Mistral, Fa¬ 
natic. HiFly, SeaTrend. Neil Pryde, Gaastra. 
Windsurf Hawaii. Certified Instructions, rent¬ 
als, demos; Fanatic Test Center Lake 
Michigan’s ultimate sailing location Best se¬ 
lection of summer sportswear. St Joseph 
(616)983-2010. New Buffalo (616)469-4210 
Mishawaka, IN (219)259-1000 
SURF’S UP. 2840 Orchard Lake Rd., Keego 
Harbor, Ml 48320. Sales, Service, Demos 
O’BRIEN. BIC, NORTH, NEIL PRYDE New 
and USED equipment. Great SERVICE! (313) 
681-9100. 

T.R.B. SAILBOAT SHOP AT TORCH 
RIVER BRIDGE. Sailboats, windsurfing 
rentals, lessons. New & used equipment 
(616)322-6180. 

MINNESOTA 

SAILBOARD WAREHOUSE, INC 300 E. 

South Owasso Blvd., Dept. V, St. Paul, MN 
55117. (612) 482-9995, out-of-state (1-800) 
992-7245. Largest display of sailboards any¬ 
where at guaranteed lowest prices. KERMA, 
SAILBOARD MASTERCLASS, F2, BIC, TIGA, 
ALPHA, O’BRIEN, FANATIC, TORSAILS, 
PRYDE, O’NEILL, RONNY and much more! 
Call or write for FREE 60-page color catalog 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

NORTH COUNTRY SCUBA & 
WINDSURFING SAILBOARD BEACH 
SCHOOL Margate Four Seasons, Paugus 
Bay, Laconia 03246; and Wolfeboro Bay, NH 
03894. Board rental and instruction for all 
levels of sailors. High performance demo 
boards from Mistral, Bic. HiFly, O'Brien, Ace- 
Tech. All instructors certified Mistral. Reserva¬ 
tions recommended Open seven days a 
week. Tel. (603)569-FINS (3467) or (603)524- 
8606. 

WINNI SAILBOARDERS’ SCHOOL & 
OUTLET. Lessons, demos, cartop sail gear. 
687 Union Avenue, Laconia, NH 03246, (603) 
528-4110. 

NEW JERSEY 

BAYVIEW SAILBOATS. 312 Bay Ave., 
Ocean City, NJ 08226, (609)398-3049. Eve¬ 
rything windsurfing, rentals, lessons, repairs, 
great service. 

BRIGANTINE SAILBOARDS. 406 West 
Shore, Brigantine, NJ 08203, (609) 266-2727. 
MISTRAL, TIGA, FANATIC. NEWWAVE. NEIL 
PRYDE, GAASTRA. Accessories, wetsuits, 
drysuits, surfwear. RENTALS and LESSONS, 
beginner thru advanced. BAY and OCEAN 
SAILING. 

CRANFORD BOAT. Everything for board- 
heads. Specials every month. Fanatic, Mistral, 
F2, Seatrend, Alpha, Tiga, Hi-Tech. Starter 
packages starting at $499. Wetsuits, Har- 
nasses, Accessories, Lessons, Rentals. Cran¬ 
ford, NJ (201)272-6991. 

DOSIL’S SPORT CENTER. "On your way 
to Sandy Hook; New Jersey's sailing hot spot." 
Mistral, HiFly. Alpha, Klepper, O'Brien, Fleet- 
wood, Windsurfing Hawaii, Neil Pryde, Simmer 
Style, R & D Sails, O'Neill, Rip Curl, Body Glove 
and much more. Check out our summer ap¬ 
parel. 261 Route36, N. Middletown, NJ07734, 
(201) 787-0508. 

LAKE HOPATCONG SAILBOARDS. On- 

the-lake demos of trade-ins and new, includ¬ 


ing F2, KLEPPER, NEIL PRYDE. CUSTOM. 
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849, (201) 663-1495. 
LANCE SAILING CENTER 65 First 
Avenue, Atlantic Highlands, NJ 07716, 
(201) 872-2711 3 miles west of Sandy Hook 
(Atlantic Highlands Business District). 
Boardsailing is our speciality. 

PELICAN SAILBOARD CENTER Rt 10 
West, Morris Plains, NJ 07950, (201) 267- 
0964. New Jersey’s largest volume Mistral, Bic 
and F2 dealership. Sails by Pryde, Gaastra, 
North, Freedom and Windwing. Full stock of all 
the accessories you need by top manufactur¬ 
ers Top wetsuit brands available at six Pelican 
locations. Mail orders welcome. 

NEWY0RK 

DELTA KNOLLS SPORTS 8388 Elmer Hill 
Rd., Rome. NY 13440, (315) 339-1280. 
Sailboards and accessories by Fanatic, 
SeaTrend, Gaastra, Fleetwood, Simmer Style. 
O'Neill. Ampro and more Unbelievably low 
prices! We ship. 

ISLAND WINDSURFING New York’s old¬ 
est and finest shop conveniently located in 
Manhattan 1623 York Ave., N.Y C. 10028, 
(212)744-2000. One of the largest selections 
on the east coast. We sip worldwide, mailor¬ 
ders welcome. Two certified Mistral schools 
on Long Island; Southampton (516)283-1198, 
New Suffolk (516)734-7834. Reservations 
(212)744-2000. 

LAKESPORTS. On Lake George, Huletts 
Landing, NY 12841,(518) 499-2647. Com¬ 
plete line of Mistral boards and accessories. 
Instructor certification Second location King¬ 
ston, NY, (914) 757-4166 
SUNDOWN SKI & SURF Best prices on 
MISTRAL, BIC, O’BRIEN, SEATREND, etc 
Call for PRYDE, GAASTRA, WINDSURF HA¬ 
WAII, THULE, etc. Two teaching locations. 
Levittown, Long Island, (516) 796-1565. 


one of Lake Erie’s largest beaches. Why buy ; 
before you try! F2. SeaTrend. Hi-Tech, j 
O’Brien, Westwind. Best board repairs j 
around. 

OREGON 

BIG WINDS. A Mistral High Wind Center. 
Extensive rentals, Mistral School, and full serv¬ 
ice retail. 505 Cascade. Hood River, OR 
97031, (503) 386-6086. 

GORGE WINDSURFING 319 E. 2nd. The 
Dalles, OR 97058, (503) 298-8796. Equip¬ 
ment, accessories. lessons, rentals, novice to 
expert Safest learning location in the Gorge 
for learning water starts. Open year-round. 
Mail order. 

HOOD RIVER WINDSURFING 4 4th 

Street. Hood River, OR 97031, (503) 386- 
5787. High wind specialists. Retail, school, 
rentals, repairs. Gorge travel service. FREE 
catalog. Open year-round. 

LIFE CYCLES. In the Gorge, rentals, instruc¬ 
tion, sales, Gorge vacations. GAASTRA, NEIL 
PRYDE, F2, GORGE ANIMAL. 122 East 2nd. 
The Dalles. OR 97058. (503) 296-9588. 

RANDY BARNA’S WINDSURFING 34G 
Century Drive. Bend. OR 97702. (503) 389- 
0890. Bend is the hub of the Cascade Lakes 
Recreation Area. Randy Barna’s has been the 
center for windsurfing equipment, beachwear, 
rentals and lessons since 1980. 

SAILBOARDS HOOD RIVER PO 415, 
Hood River, OR 97031, (503) 386-5363. Co¬ 
lumbia Gorge Pioneers. Retail, rental, school, 
ski shop. Open all year; mailorder, travel 
packages. BIC, Sailboards Maui, Naish (most 
wins in Gorge history). Now in stock or by 
custom order. 

SECOND WIND SPORTS. 111 Oak, Hood 
River, OR 97031, (503) 386-4464. Consign¬ 
ment, used, new. seconds. Sailboards, camp¬ 
ing, climbing, more. Low commissions. 


NORTH CAROLINA 

ALANBY-OUTFITTING FOR THE OUT¬ 
DOORS. Eastland Mall at Central Avenue & 
North Sharon Amity Charlotte, NC 28212, 
(704) 568-8048. Sales, lessons, rentals, and 
video rentals. Equipment: FANATIC, HI¬ 
TECH, MISTRAL, GAASTRA. SIMMER sails. 
FLEETWOOD, WINDSURFING HAWAII, 
O’NEILL. Full clothing selection. 

HI-TECH WINDSURF. Exclusive dealer for 
JIMMY LEWIS, SEATREND, PRYDE, SIMMER. 
KILWELL, WINDSURFING HAWAII, FLEET- 
WOOD, THULE. 25 Glenway St. Charlotte- 
Belmont, NC 28012, (704)825-4113. 

OFF THE BEACH. Lessons, rentals, 
tradeins. SeaTrend, F2, Alpha, O’Brien, Naish, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Gaastra, Neil Pryde, 
Windwing, Freedom, Simmer & much more. 
Call, we probably have it! Raleigh, NC, (919) 
782-2752. 

PRECISION SAILBOARDS Emerald Isle, 
NC, (919)354-2277. The Crystal Coasts most 
complete windsurfing shop. Complete line of 
Mistral demos. Try before you buy program. 

OHIO 

WINDBREAKERS SURF CO 114 Wester¬ 
ville Mall, Westerville, OH 43081, (614) 890- 
9008. Indian Mound Mall, Heath, OH 43056, 
(614) 522-3814. “Ohio's Finest Surf Shops," 
MISTRAL, FANATIC. HIFLY. GAASTRA, CER¬ 
TIFIED MISTRAL SCHOOL. Complete line of 
accessories and beachwear. Open all year. 
WINDSURF OHIO. 677 East 185th, Euclid, 
OH 44119 (216) 383-9463. Full lesson, rental 
and demo program; rigged and ready to go on 


PENNSYLVANIA 

HOOKED ON WINDSURFING AT 
NESTORS 2510 MacArthur Road, Whitehall. 
PA 18052, (215) 437-0341. Nestor’s Warming 
Hut and Hooked On Windsurfing have com¬ 
bined. Open year-around, 7 days for boards, 
sails, rentals, lessons and accessories for all 
abilities. Fanatic, F2, SeaTrend, O’Brien, Mis¬ 
tral, Neil Pryde. Gaastra, Windsurfing Hawaii. 
O'Neill, Bare and Ampro in stock. Call about 
our lesson and racing program. 

MARSH CREEK. St. Pk. Boat Rental. RD 2 
Park Road. Eagle. PA 19335, (215) 458-5298. 
Private & group lessons, Clinics. O’Brien, 
SeaTrend. Windsurfer, Mistral. O'Neill & Bare 
wetsuits. Fleetwbod hardware, Pryde sails. 
Sunfish, Hobies & canoes for rent. 
PREMIERE WINDSURFING. 236 S. Third 
St., Lemoyne-Harrisburg, PA 17043, (717) 
763-7612. Sales, service, rentals, lessons, 
consignment and used equipment. SeaTrend, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Ampro, O’Neill, Neil 
Pryde. Gaastra, O’Brien and more. 

ROSE VALLEY SPORT. 1501 Seneca Run, 
Ambler, PA 19002,(215)643-6018. Windsurf¬ 
ing Hawaii, Windwing, North, Serfiac, Kilwell, 
Bare, GUL, Z-Booms, Klepper, Protech Cus¬ 
toms, Westwind fins. 

SHANK'S MARE 46 S. Pershing Ave York 
PA 17401, (717)846-3132. Areas largest se¬ 
lection of boards and accessories. Nine years' 
experience, on-water school. Fanatic, Mistral 
HiFly, SeaTrend, O'Brien. North, Neil Prvde’ 
Gaastra, O'Neill. ^ ' 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
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SAILING AND SKI CONNECTION. Your 
connection to sailing fun in Myrtle Beach with 
two locations. Featuring rentals, repairs, les¬ 
sons. Mistral. Alpha, Hi-Tech, Ampro, Gaas- 
tra. Neil Pryde. Myrtle Beach, SC. (803) 626- 
SAIL. 

WIND-N-WAVE COMBINATIONS. The 

Grandstrand’s Headquarters. Lessons, sales, 
rentals and accessories Lessons for all levels 
USYRU Instructors. We deliver new boards 
within a 250-mile radius! Route 1, Box 6-D, 
Murrells Inlet, SC 29876. (803) 651-9030. 
WINDSURFING HILTON HEAD The 
Plaza at Shelter Cove and South Beach Ma¬ 
rina, Hilton Head Island. SC 29928, (803) 686- 
6996. The largest, most sophicated boardsail¬ 
ing school in the USA Beginner to advanced 
instructions. All-around and Hi-Performance 
rentals Plus, the SouthEast’s most compre¬ 
hensive board shop. 

TEXAS 

H.O.T. WINDSURFING 3629 E. Business 
Hwy. 190, Killeen, TX 76543, (817)690-SAIL. 
Sales, rentals, accessories. B I G. Instruc¬ 
tions. 

ON THE BEACH. 2105 Padre Blvd , South 
Padre Island, TX 78597, (512) 761-1194. 
Custom Tropix boards. Pryde, Simmer. Gaas- 
tra, North. All accessories. 

SAIL SURFING/TEXAS EXCURSIONS 
Nov/ located right on the water. We can help 
get you to the right place, at the right time, with 
the right equipment, so you don’t waste any of 
your vacation time. One weekly rate insures 
you personal attention of Bob & Vicki Har- 
raghy, Master Instructors. Birdwatchers, pho¬ 
tographers, fishermen: let us help you pursue 
your other hobbies if the wind doesn't blow. 
Surf & touring kayaks, rowing boats, as well as 
beginner to advanced sailboard rentals. 
B.I.G. 5 star rated windsurfing school with 
instructor certification seminars monthly Cor¬ 
pus Christi, TX 78418, (512) 937-2375. 

WIND & WAVE WATERSPORTS. 10721 
South Padre Island Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 
78418. (512) 937-WAVE. Sales, rentals, serv¬ 
ice. KLEPPER HIGH WIND CENTER. Accom¬ 
modations assistance. (512) 937-WIND for 
wind report. 

WINDSURFING GALE. Houston, TX, (713) 
529-9002. Rentals, Lessons, Sales, Demos, 
Used Equipment. Mistral, F2, O’Brien, HiFly, 
Fanatic, SeaTrend, HiTech, Windsurfing Ha¬ 
waii, Gaastra, Neil Pryde, North. 
WINDSURF, INC. PO Box 3395, South 
Padre Island, TX 78597, (512) 761-1434. Hi- 
Performance rental equipment. Neil Pryde, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Tropix Custom boards. 
Lodging available. 

VERMONT 

NEW ENGLAND SAILBOARD. 1987 s 
Eastern Retailer of the Year! PO Box 233W, 
Route 30, Jamaica, VT 05343, (802) 874-4178. 
Second store: Route 4, Rutland, VT 05701, 
(802) 773-4146. 

VIRGINIA 

WASHINGTON SAILING MARINA. 

George Washington Memorial Parkway, Alex¬ 
andria, VA 33214, (703) 548-9027. B.I.G. 5 
star rated windsurfing instructional programs, 
rentals, instructor training and certification 
programs. Bob Redmond, B.I.G. Master In¬ 
structor, teaches basic through advanced 
programs on the beautiful Potomac River in the 
exciting atmosphere of Washington, D.C. 
Minutes from downtown, easily accessible by 


Metrorail and convenient to National Airport. 
O'Brien, F2. Fanatic sailboards and equip¬ 
ment. Washington, D.C's professional in¬ 
struction program-”WE GUARANTEE SUC- 
pcqq " 

WISCONSIN 

BAY WINDSURFING. Division of Isthmus 
Sailboards, 4329 Nicolet Drive, Green Bay, Wl 
54301, (414) 866-9863. Wisconsin’s perform¬ 
ance specialists. Advice based on extensive 
on-the-water testing, focus on quality; service 
like you’d expect from friends. 

ISTHMUS SAILBOARDS 2701 University 
Ave., Madison, Wl 53705, (608) 233-0660. 
Wisconsin’s performance specialists. 30 
boards displayed Advice based on extensive 
on-the-water testing, focus on quality, service 
like you’d expect from friends. 
SOUTHPORT RIGGING F2, Fanatic, Mis 
tral, Hi-Tech, SeaTrend, Pryde. Gaastra, 
O’Neill. Ronnie. Lessons, rentals, demos. 
2926 75th St (E. Hwy 50). Kenosha. Wl 53140. 
(414) 652-5434 Largest commitment on east 
side of lake. 

INTERNATIONAL 

ARUBA 

ROGER’S WINDSURF PLACE Closest 
rental and retail shop to the best sailing spot on 
the Island. Only 200 feet from the water, with 
oceanfront rooms. Lessons and high perform¬ 
ance windsurfing packages are also offered. 
For more information, write to: Roger's 
Windsurf Place, L.G. Smith Blvd 472, PO Box 
461, Malmok, Aruba. Phone (01-2978) 21918. 

CARIBBEAN 

CLUB MED Windsurfing all levels. Featuring 
free Tiga equipment/instruction St. Lucia, 
Dominican Republic, Martinique, Guade¬ 
loupe Mention this ad for rebates. Call the 
experts (303) 773-8847, (800) 521-5619. 

MEXICO 

CLUB MED Windsurfing all levels. Featuring 
free Tiga equipment/instruction. Cancun, 
Ixtapa, Sonora Bay. Mention this ad for re¬ 
bates. Call the experts (303) 773-8847, (800) 
521-5619. 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 
CARIBBEAN BOARDSAILING PO Box 

7021, St. Thomas. USVI 00801, (809) 776- 
3486 or 776-1730. Mistral Certified School at 
Morningstar Beach. Complete retail shop at 
Ramada Yacht Haven Hotel Marina. Hourly- 
daily-weekly rentals. Mistral, Fanatic, HyFly 
Boardsailing hotel and charter yacht pack¬ 
ages available. 

VIRGIN SURF & SAIL Virgin Islands' 
complete sailboard, surf, sportswear shop. 
Mistral, F2, SeaTrend, O'Brien, HiFly, Wood¬ 
winds and all accessories. Certified Mistral 
boardsailing School at Chenay Bay Beach 
Resort; daily and weekly rates on cottages and 
boards. Rentals: Entire Mistral and F2 line, 
custom equipment, Ampro masts. PO Box 
3793, Christiansted, St. Croix, U.S.V.I. 00820, 
(809) 773-4810. 

SHOP DEALERS 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW, for the 

1988 Shops & Schools Directory. Typed copy 
and check must be received 3 months prior to 
cover date. Send $2.00 per word/per issue to: 
WindRider Shops & Schools Directory, PO Box 
2456, Winter Park, FL 32790. 8 issue dates: 
Mar, Apr, May, June. July, Aug, Sept/Oct, Nov/ 
Dec. Questions? Call Jan at (305) 628-4802. 


ALAN CADIZ 
CLINICS 


PRESENTED BY 
WINDRIDER AND 
HAWAIIAN SAILBOARDING 
TECHNIQUES 


DATES: APRIL 18-23 
MAY 2-7 
MAY 16-21 
LOCATION: MAUI 

INSTRUCTION: SHORT BOARD 
SAILING AND JIBING 
TECHNIQUES 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
AND RESERVATIONS CONTACT: 


THE WINDRIDER TRAVEL DESK 
800-237-9445 

305-647-2170 IN FLORIDA 



SpEEaeLoCKT 

BOARD INSURANCE WITH 
ONE LOW PREMIUM 



PADLOCK & CABLE NOT INCLUDED—— 


Available by Mail Order 
In the United States (duty paid) 
$12.95 U.S. Funds plus $2.00 
Handling & Priority Mail. 

For information call 
1-800-361-4912 
Payment by check, 

Money Order or C.O.D. 
Absolute satisfaction guaranteed. 

MOTION DESIGN CREATIONS INC. 
P.O. Box 359, Hudson, Quebec 
Canada, J0P 1H0 
(514)458-4367 

United States Patent N* 4.680.949 
Pat. Pend. • Canada, Australia, Europe & Japan 
Doaler inquiries invited 
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continued from page 125 

237-9445 or 305-647-2170. 

June 3-5: 3rd Annual Rio Pro/Am, at Rio 
Vista’s Sandy Beach, CA. Contact Wind- 
craft at 707-374-2744. 

June 7-12: Aruba, slalom racing. 
Contact WindRider Travel at 800-237- 
9445 or 305-647-2170. 

June 11-12: North Florida Champion¬ 
ships, Ft. Walton, FL. Contact J. Stringfel- 
low at 904-243-1962. 

June 18: Pensacola Sports Festival, 
Pensacola, FL. 904-923-7873. 

June 21-26: Dominican Republic. Sla¬ 
lom racing. 809-571-2094. 

June 25: Panama City Fun Cup, Pan¬ 
ama City, FL. Contact Bill or Shery at 904- 
234-0023. 

June 25: 3rd Annual Summer Slalom, 
Holgate, N.J. Contact Jack Bushko at 
609-494-1244. 

June 24-July Is USYRU Youth Cham¬ 
pionships, Mission Bay, CA. Mistral Su¬ 
perlight. Contact the Mission Bay Yacht 
Club. 

June 28-July 4: Marui/O’Neill, San 
Francisco, CA. Contact O’Neill at 408- 
475-7500. 

July 4: Independence Race, Jupiter, 
FL. Southeast Championship Series. 
Contact Rick Alford at 305-744-8340. 
July 8-17: Columbia Gorge Pro/Am 
Speed Slalom, Hood River, Oregon. 
Contact Tom Bissell at 509-493-1545. 
July 17: Longitude 80 Fun Cup, Mel¬ 
bourne, FL. Southeast Championship 
Series. Contact Greg Winkler at 305-773- 
1720. 

July 23-24: Regional Championships, 
Sarasota, FL. Contact Fred Lowe at 813- 
349-3828. 

Clinics 

Beth Powell Racing Clinic, May 1. 

sponsored by the North Alabama 
Windsurfing Club. Contact Beth Powell at 
305-799-1052 or Barbara Cobb at 205- 
830-4846. 

Katie Griffith’s Racing Camps. 

Contact Katie Griffith at 415-435-5134 or 
ABK Headquarters at 303-322-9859. 

Alan Cadiz Short Board Sailing 
and Jibing Clinics, Maui. Hawaii. 
Dates May 2-7 and May 16-21. Contact 
WindRider Travel Desk at 800-237-9445 
or 305-647-2170 (in Florida). 

Scott & Kathy Steele Vacation 
Clinics, 4949 N. A1A #75, Fort Pierce, 
FL 34939, or call 305-465-9950. 
USYRU Instructors Clinic, June IQ- 
13 at Cocoa Beach, FL. Contact Beth 
Powell at 305-799-1052 or Ginny Long at 
401-849-5200. 

Mistral’s Gorge Week Clinic, Hood 
River, July 24-31. Learn boardsailing 
techniques from Robby Naish, Rhonda 
Smith-Sanchez, Nevin Sayre and Randy 
Naish. Contact Vela Sports at 800-223- 
5443. 



WINDSURFING AT THE 

LORD NELSON BEACH HOTEL 
ANTIGUA 
WEST INDIES 

P.O. Box 155 Tel: (809)462-3094 
Telex: 2145 CWTXAGY AK 


Prevailing high easterly 
winds. 

Ideal for intermediate to ad¬ 
vanced. 

Altogether the most com¬ 
prehensive F2 boardsailing 
facilities in the Caribbean. 





FOR RATES AND 
FURTHER DETAILS 
CALL OR WRITE 
DIRECT. 
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FANATIC 


Learn to boardsail or dramatically im¬ 
prove your sailing skills. Daily Beginner 
and Advanced lessons and video taping 
are complementary during your stay. 


Bed, Aoard andiboard 

Complete line of 50 Fanatics and Mistral 
Sailboards including Cutaway and Cam¬ 
ber Induced Sails 



Casual, relaxed Ski Lodge type atmos¬ 
phere in a large renovated turn of the 
century Road House. Small groups of 
not more than nine sailors means lots of 
personal attention and instruction. 



Patty & Burr Hazen 
The Sailboard Center 
9125 US Route 1 
Sebastian. Florida 32958 


305-589-2671 


Reader Service No. 69 
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Boardsailing Adventures 


Presents: Performance Boardsailing Packages in the 


Columbia River Gorge 



• Deluxe accommodations with pool and hot tub 

• Experienced guides get you to the best sailing 

• All new Gorge-tested equipment by. 


oHaSkh. 


Mr. Bill's Boardsailing Adventures 

ill Oak Street, Hood River, OR 97031 503 - 386-6800 


Reader Service No. 144 


New-used simulators — $75 to $200. New 
O’Brien 5.6 m 2 standard fast-rigging sails — 
$35.1-800-346-7310. 

Hood River home offers panoramic river view, 
hot tub, and pleasant accommodations for 6-7 
people Inquire with Mark Svendsen. (503) 
386-5658. 

Cape Hatteras, NC Rustic beach cottage 1 
mile from lighthouse waterfront on Pamlico 
Sound. Windsurf & more from yard. 4 BR, 2 
bath. $600Avk. (919) 473-1170. 

Come work and play in the beautiful Columbia 
Gorge in The Dalles, Oregon. We have tempo¬ 


rary and permanent full time nursing positions 
in our Emergency Department Work 12 hour 
shifts 3 days a week and be off 4 days to wind¬ 
surf the Gorge, 8 hour shifts are also available 
We prefer E.D. and/or acute care experience 
If this meets your career needs you will enjoy 
the windsurfing, skiing, fishing, hunting, hik¬ 
ing camping, boating, and family environment 
we have to offer. We also have an on campus 
child care center for your convenience Call for 
an appointment; Human Resources Depart¬ 
ment, Mid-Columbia Medical Center, 19th & 
Nevada Streets, The Dalles, OR 97058 (503) 
296-1111, Ext. 373. 
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The Attitude-Latitude Connection 



by Eric Sanford 

I t seems to me that every windsurf¬ 
ing mecca in the world marches to 
the beat of its own special drum¬ 
mer. So if you travel halfway 
around the world to some re¬ 
nowned windsurfing locale and expect 
it to have the same kind of ambience 
your beach back home is notorious for, 
you could be in for the kind of shock 
that Dr. Frankenstein built his reputation 
on. 

Now some would argue that the 
people of a particular latitude have a 
certain attitude, and that’s what gives 
each boardsailing arena its own unique 
style and level of sailing intensity. But I 
have a different theory. I think the spot 
itself sets the pace. 

Let me illustrate my supposition with 
a simple analogy—now stick with me on 
this, because it’s brilliant. Have you 
ever seen those photos of people and 
their dogs? You know, the ones where 
the dogs look just like their owners? 

Well, just as dogs and owners 
naturally seem to take on each other's 
characteristics, windsurfing locations 
and the people who frequent them 
grow, inexplicably, to suit each other. 
Take a close look at the wind, air, water 
temperature, and overall intensity of 
sailing style at boardsailing sites 
around the globe, and you'll see that 
the windsurfers there personify the 
pace of their sailing locations. 

Still a bit skeptical? Permit me to 
expound. Take Maui. Maui operates in 
a peculiar time zone that confuses and 
irritates many people: it's called Maui 
time, and it has nothing to do with jet 
lag. It’s a sort of mental state that 
permeates everything on Maui from 
breakfast to business transactions to 
sailing style. 

On Maui the sailing is generally 
easy. Sure, there are the occasional 
monster waves of Hookipa, but gener¬ 
ally the wind force and wave speed is 
pretty easy. The water is warm, the sun 
always shines, and the air temperature 
is a constant 75 to 85 degrees. Life on 
Maui is easy. 

The Caribbean also runs on a 
different engine. I don’t know whether 
the gearing is just lower or if their fuel is 
mixed half and half with sleeping pills, 
but life on the islands just seems to run 
at a slower pace, and that includes the 
sailing. 

People mosey off to the beach, sail 
for a while, then sack out for a siesta 
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before cocktails, just before a nap, 
which comes before dinner and bed. 

But what about the rest of the 
world? Is windsurfing actually the sport 
of the lethargic? What about that hub of 
sailing intensity called the Gorge? 

Now we get to the meat of the 
matter! In the Gorge the winds are 
intense. Fierce. Ferocious. Savage. 
The cold, powerful water and some¬ 
times overwhelming winds set the stage 
for a level of sailing intensity that's hard 
to describe. 

Does this awesome atmosphere 
affect the people in the area? It sure 
does. When the wind comes up, 
everyone shifts into overdrive. Cars 
piled high with boards and masts 
careen around town at a frantic pace, 
tires screeching, their drivers heading 
to some secret sailing spot along the 
river that only they and 500 other 
people know about. 

When they get there, they rip the 
gear from their roofs and rush around to 
piece together components, tripping 
over masts, stepping on boards, and 
swearing under their breaths at anyone 
who even slightly impedes their 
progress. Don't get me wrong—they're 
not really mean people, it's just that 
they all have a mission in life: to sail 
every possible minute they’re on earth. 
Nothing wrong with that. 

But what's funny is that they eat, 
shop, drive, go to the post office, and, I 
suppose, sleep with this same intensity. 


The participants in this boardsaiiing 
drama have taken on the characteris¬ 
tics of their environment—frenzied, 
frothing, fevered—just as dog owners 
grow to look like their dogs! 

Now I haven't been to the Black Sea 
or Cape Horn, but I have been to the 
Great Lakes and the New England 
Coast, and I can tell you with the 
assurance of Freud and Einstein that 
my theory is indeed correct. Just like a 
local accent, if you stay in one of these 
places long enough you'll sure as 
shootin’ pick up the pace of the place, 
from frantic to comatose. 

The only real problems arise when 
you move from one location to another. 
When I go to Maui for a week and then 
return to the Gorge, I'm usually ready 
for therapy. And after a month in the 
Gorge, the Bahamas seem like a 
waterbed rather than a blender. 

Perhaps that's just one of the 
beauties of the sport. You not only get 
to visit hundreds of nifty spots all over 
the globe, but you get to sample the 
pace of life and perhaps change your 
own as well. I go from 78 to 33 rpm 
and back again as I travel about. And 
just like that perfect wind, occasionally I 
get a taste of the way life should be— 
smooth and simple, dialed in and in 
perfect balance. • 


Although writer/photographer Eric Sanford 
lives in Hood River, Oregon, he's never out 
of step wherever he goes. 


WINDRIDER 


illustration by Rick Martin 
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For Bic Sport, boardsailing should always be an easy and accessible sport for eveiyone. 

This is the philosophy of the "Beach Linel’Stephan Van den Berg and the Bic Sport Engineers have examined every aspect 
of the Calypso and have included: an advanced hull shape for greater speed, increased volume for more stability, 

updated accessories for more comfort and materials that will endure the worst of the elements. 

Built in blow molded Polyethylene, the Calypso offers amazing stability and durability. The Tri-Concave Tulip shaped hull 
offers breathtaking performance and incredible maneuverability. Calypso: the board to begin with and progress with. 
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CALYPSO , 

THE BOARD 
THAT DREAMS 
ARE MADE OF 


Calypso is truly an easy board the wind is low. Calypso can 

to sail due to the correct dis- go, using the daggerboard in. 

tribution of volume. An ideal the down position. When it 

board for all sailors; small or blows, retract the daggerboard 
large, beginners to advanced, and you can go into the waves 

Calypso weighs only 14.5 kilo- and have a blast Performing; 

grams and is 10 feel 5 inches probably its strongest asset is 
long. This makes it a breeze to 
take anywhere. Versatile: when 


speed, with its tri-concave Calypso features a special 
bottom shape, designed by hull treatment for better glide 
Stephan Van Den Berg. Calypso and greater speed. Calypso: 
offers the intermediate sailor you will love this easy to sail 

the ability to go fast and provi- board which has class. Calyp- 

des exceptional versatility in all so: for every moment and 
sailing conditions. Durable: pro- every emotion, 
duced with a seamless hull of 
blow molded polyethylene. 



Length: 3,17 m. 

Width: 0.65 m. 

Volume: 1651. 

Weight*: 14,5 kg. 

Mastfoot: Mastbox system. 
Skeg: cut off. 

Footstraps: 3 (+3 optional). 
Scoop: 0.27 m. 

Shape: triple concave-tulip. 
Material: blow molded PL 


Bic Sport U.SA 
1020 Sherman Avenue 
Hamden/Connecticut 06514. 
Reader Service 9 



Sport 


Bic Sport Canada 
76, Steelcase Road West 
Markham/Ontario 13 R182. 
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Fun is pulling the right 
strings. Function is not 


he gnp 


62 Cummings Park 
Woburn, MA 01801 
617-935-6802 Reader Service ?S 







